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The Architectural and Site Design Manual (ASDM) for the City of 
Wheat Ridge establishes a clear blueprint for site development and 
architectural standards for commercial, industrial, mixed-use and 
mulƟ family structures. The Manual contains principles, standards, 
and guidelines which will provide consistent yet fl exible design 
guidelines for the City of Wheat Ridge.

1.1 Historical Context
Wheat Ridge had its origins in the silver and gold rush days of 
Colorado in the late 1800’s.  Miners traveled back and forth between 
Golden, Black Hawk and Central City through what is now the City 
of Wheat Ridge to Denver.  Eventually, farmers seƩ led Wheat Ridge 
and the routes between Denver and points west became established 
as the main thoroughfares we know today. Wheat Ridge became an 
incorporated City in 1969.

Wheat Ridge, like many satellite suburban communiƟ es, does 
not have an historical main street or town center.  ResidenƟ al 
development radiated out from Denver and the commercial 
acƟ vity developed along the main thoroughfares.  Today these 
thoroughfares remain as Wheat Ridge’s main commercial corridors: 
W. 38th Avenue, W. 44th Avenue, Sheridan Boulevard, Wadsworth 
Boulevard, Kipling Street and Youngfi eld Street.

The City’s suburban development paƩ ern has created a diverse and 
eclecƟ c character in the community.  On the east side of Wheat 
Ridge development followed the tradiƟ onal Denver urban grid 
paƩ ern.  The development paƩ ern east of Wadsworth Boulevard 
is more dense and compact and the structures are older. As 
development moved west of Wadsworth, the paƩ ern became 
more suburban with curved streets, cul-de-sacs and lower-density 
development.  Farther to the west, agricultural uses and a rural 
seƫ  ng and density remain.  

Historically, many of the commercial corridors were pleasant, tree-
lined country lanes with smaller scale neighborhood-oriented retail 
shops.  The proliferaƟ on of automobile travel as the main mode of 
transportaƟ on was at odds with creaƟ ng pedestrian-friendly and 
pedestrian oriented developments. The suburban development 
paƩ ern moved buildings from the street edge and placed large 
parking lots between the building and street. What were once 
small-scale buildings with inƟ mate seƫ  ngs are now disorganized 
streetscapes dominated by parking lots, over-scaled signs and 
under-uƟ lized or non-existent sidewalks. 

Wheat Ridge’s commercial corridors provide many benefi ts to the 
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The Wheat Ridge fl oat in a 1914 parade along an 
early Denver streetscape.

Wheat Ridge’s fi rst post offi  ce, now preserved in 
the Wheat Ridge Historical Park.
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City and surrounding neighborhoods.  These corridors serve as 
gateways into the City and establish the image of the City.  They 
provide service, shopping, dining, cultural and entertainment 
opportuniƟ es for residents of the adjacent neighborhood, the city 
and the region.  Business acƟ vity along these corridors provides 
a signifi cant tax base for the City.  Through thoughƞ ul design, the 
corridors can connect the residenƟ al neighborhoods and add to a 
sense of community pride.

1.2 Purposes of the ASDM
Much of the City’s current zoning code is focused on “greenfi eld” 
development - development of open, undeveloped land. The size of 
properƟ es and proximity of the commercial corridors to residenƟ al 
neighborhoods in Wheat Ridge, a City that has liƩ le undeveloped 
land leŌ ,  is not conducive to greenfi eld development. Today, the 
major development opportuniƟ es in Wheat Ridge’s commercial 
areas are redevelopment-oriented, making many aspects of the 
current zoning regulaƟ ons diffi  cult to apply. 

The purpose of the Architectural and Site Design Manual (ASDM) 
is to provide eff ecƟ ve design and planning guidance for the design 
and physical appearance of Wheat Ridge’s commercial, industrial, 
mixed-use, and mulƟ -family residenƟ al buildings and sites.  If 
this purpose is fulfi lled, Wheat Ridge’s commercial corridors will 
become more aƩ racƟ ve and successful and Wheat Ridge will 
become a more desirable, livable city for residents, businesses and 
visitors. Quality design and planning will provide a posiƟ ve image, 
vibrant environment, and increased revenue to the City.

The manual is intended to:
• Bring about greater consistency and predictability in the City’s 

design review process
• Build upon the rules and regulaƟ ons of Chapter 26 Zoning and 

Development of the Wheat Ridge Code of Laws 
• Implement the direcƟ ons outlined in the City’s Neighborhood 

RevitalizaƟ on Strategy and Comprehensive Plan, Envision 
Wheat Ridge.

The ASDM is not intended to preclude an individual planner or 
architect’s creaƟ vity.  This manual presents important, but general, 
design concepts.  It is intended to address site and architectural 
design; two aspects of development which are largely ignored in 
the City’s tradiƟ onal zone districts.

The City has adopted several subarea plans  which address future 
development for a parƟ cular area of the City. These subareas 
are unique in character, and present diff erent development and 
redevelopment opportuniƟ es. Subarea plans may suggest or 

The Architectural and Site Design Manual 
(ASDM) is intended to promote quality 
new development, especially along major 
commercial corridors such as 38th Avenue, 
shown above.
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recommend specifi c design themes or inclusion of an area into one 
of the overlay districts shown on Figure 2-1. The requirements of 
this manual may be modifi ed in specifi c areas of the City through 
addiƟ onal overlay zones.

1.3 Goals of the ASDM
This manual is intended to encourage:
1. CreaƟ ve site and building design that creates unique and 

sustainable places.
2. Site and building design that balances traffi  c needs with those 

of pedestrians and adjacent land uses.
3. Buildings and landscaping that contribute to the physical 

defi niƟ on of streets and sidewalks as civic places.
4. Building design that acknowledges that uses within buildings 

may change over Ɵ me, while the form of the building and 
its relaƟ onship to the street is more enduring. Therefore the 
placement, form and design of buildings are integral and 
important aspects of regulaƟ ng community development. 

5. New buildings that relate to any posiƟ ve established character 
of adjacent exisƟ ng buildings and streetscape design elements.

6. Building and site design that creates a consistent edge to the 
street and sidewalk, thereby encouraging pedestrian acƟ vity.

7. Pedestrian-friendly site and building design and convenient 
pedestrian access from the public right-of-way to each business.

8. Buildings with visual interest and human scale through the 
use of architectural elements such as mass, bulk, height, entry 
features, arƟ culaƟ on and fenestraƟ on of facades, materials, 
texture, detail, and color.

1.4 ASDM Contents
In addiƟ on to this introductory chapter, the ASDM includes the 
following:
• Chapter 2 - Overlay Areas. Some design standards apply 

to certain areas of City based on inclusion in a design overlay. 
Chapter 2 establishes three design overlay districts.

• Chapter 3 - Site Design. Site design includes consideraƟ on of 
building orientaƟ on, parking layout, open space design, and 
screening. Many of the site design requirements in Chapter 3 
are determined by the property’s overlay district.

• Chapter 4 - Building Design. Building design includes 
materials, facade design, transparency, and screening. Chapter 
4 provides guidance on building design based on the building’s 
type, or use.

• Chapter 5 - Sign Design. Sign regulaƟ ons are established 
in the zoning code but Chapter 5 provides supplementary 
guidance for freestanding signs, walls signs, and sign lighƟ ng. 

• Chapter 6 - DeÀ nitions. Terms that are used throughout the 
ASDM are defi ned in Chapter 6.

The Architectural and Site Design Manual 
(ASDM) encourages quality architecture and 
site design that creates a pedestrian-friendly 
environment.
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