Mayor's Matters August 2021

Carnation Festival 2021
The Carnation Festival is one of the oldest and longest running festivals in the state
of Colorado. The 2021 event will take place at Anderson Park at 4355 Field Street,
and although the festival starts on Friday, one of the highlights of the weekend is the
hometown parade that heads west on 38th Ave. at Chase St. starting at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, August 14 led by the WRPD Honor Guard, Chief of Police, Carnation
Festival Royalty, Mayor Starker, Wheat Ridge City Council, the City Clerk and
Treasurer, and City staff.
The Carnation Festival will be re-energized this year with even more fun for
attendees including the Carnation Mile race and fun run at 8 a.m. on Saturday
benefiting Jefferson Center for Mental Health. Learn more

Coffee with the Mayor
Coffee with the Mayor is cancelled this month due to the Carnation Festival occuring
Aug. 13-15, 2021 in Anderson Park. Hope to see you all there!

Meetings and Special Event Calendar
In addition to in-person, meetings will also continue to be offered virtually on video
conference to encourage broad participation. Wheat Ridge Speaks also remains
available for public comment. Please check the calendar to confirm whether virtual or
in-person based on any changes to directives from CDPHE and JCPH related to
COVID-19 restrictions
City Council Study Session August 2, 6:30 p.m.
WRPD National Night Out August 3, 4-7 p.m.
Legacy Lutheran Master Planning Meeting August 3, 5:30 p.m.
WRPD Anti Theft Installation Event August 4 and August 8
Planning Commission Meeting August 5, Canceled
City Council Meeting August 9, 7 p.m.
Cultural Commission Meeting August 11, 6 p.m.
Liquor Authority Board Meeting August 12, 9 a.m.
Carnation Festival August 13-15
City Council Study Session August 16, 6:30 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting August 18, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission August 19, 7 p.m.
TLC Clean Up August 21, United Methodist Church
City Council Meeting August 23, 7 p.m.

Board of Adjustment Meeting August 26, 7 p.m.
Liquor Authority Board Meeting August 26, 9 a.m.

City Office Hours
Hours are as follows:
City Hall Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 4 p.m
Building Division Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Appointments will be available between the hours of 8 – 9 a.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.
Please refer to the City Guide to make an appointment with a specific
department.
WR Recreation Center - Open M – Th from 5 a.m. – 10 p.m., Fri. from 5 a.m. – 6:30
p.m., Sat. from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m., Sun. from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
WRPD Records - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Online Records Request
Municipal Court - Open M – F from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Check website for updates
Active Adult Center - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., event rentals are
available
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, sports and event rentals
Anderson Park Pool Closes after Labor Day Sept. 6 Hours and other details
Park and Facility Rentals - Accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center, Richards-Hart Estate, and park pavilions
Wheat Ridge Virtual Recreation Center RootedinFun.com

Community Input on 2022 Budget
City staff works on developing the next year's budget
from May through October of each year. An important
part of the budget process is hearing from Wheat Ridge
residents. Having your say on the budget is convenient
and easy online at What’s Up Wheat Ridge. Share ideas
to beautify Wheat Ridge, suggest new youth programs,
learn about parks and recreation fees, and pose
questions to staff. In addition to providing ideas and input
at What‘s Up Wheat Ridge, consider providing feedback at City Council on Mon.,
Aug. 23 or Sept. 20, 2021 in person or virtually.

WRPD Hosts National Night Out
Tues. Aug. 3, 2021
The Wheat Ridge Police Department invites the
community to National Night Out at Hayward
Park, next to City Hall at 7500 W. 29th Ave. on
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 from 4-7 p.m. This
event recognizes the importance of building
partnerships between law enforcement and
communities.
The celebration, hosted by the Wheat Ridge
Police Department, includes a display of patrol
cars, the SWAT and Command vehicles, Crash and Traffic Team motorcycles, as well
as Community Services Team vehicles. Crime prevention displays will be available to
help educate the community on the importance of local anti-crime efforts. Kids and
families can also enjoy free face painting, hotdogs and root beer floats, a bouncy
castle, and games and music by Connect4. The FOX31 Pinpoint Weather Beast,
powered by Stevinson Automotive will also make an appearance. Special thanks to
Wheat Ridge 7-11, AT & T, and Lakeside Walmart for supporting the event. Two
children’s bicycles will be given away in a drawing open to anyone attending the
event.

Short Term Rental Licensing Deadline
Aug. 1, 2021
In February, the Wheat Ridge City Council adopted an
ordinance allowing and regulating short-term rentals
(STRs) and anyone operating an STR in Wheat Ridge
must be licensed with the City by August 1, 2021.
Registration is easy and convenient through the use of
the online portal or mobile app. To get a registration
account and code, email license@ci.wheatridge.co.us
Registration information can be found at
ci.wheatridge.co.us/STR. Any STR found operating without a license after August 1,
2021, will be barred from reapplying for one year. A 10% lodging tax will also begin
on that date. The new rules also include a limit of whole house rentals to 2% of the
total number of dwelling units in each Council District. This cap will take effect on
November 1, 2021, after the initial registration process. Read more

WRPD Offers Free Anti Theft Installation Event
The Wheat Ridge Police Department will host a free crime prevention event to
identify Catalytic Converters on Wednesday, August 4, from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. and again
on Sunday, August 8, from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the former Midas building located at the
NW corner of Wadsworth and 38th Ave. in Wheat Ridge.
Vehicle owners of all makes and models are welcome to participate in the anti theft
program; however, the vehicle makes and models most at risk are Ford E Series, the
Honda Element, and Honda CRVs. At this free event, WRPD detectives and
volunteers will apply a non-removable, chemically-etched identification number to the
vehicle’s catalytic converter, and a small amount of heat resistant paint. The paint
application will serve as a visible deterrent to thieves. The identification numbers
etched in the converter will be entered into a national data base that will include the
vehicle information. This will make easier to report a theft and identify suspects who
try and sell the converter, while making it harder for thieves to sell the motor vehicle
parts. Installation will take 25-30 minutes. Vehicle owners can also add a window
sticker to warn would-be-thieves of the addition of the new theft prevention tracking
tool.

TLC Clean Up Events
Each year the TLC Program, a partnership
between the Wheat Ridge Police
Community Services Team and Localworks,
hosts events to improve the quality of life
and prevent crime in Wheat Ridge. During
TLC Clean Up events, Wheat Ridge
residents and property owners are invited to
get involved in the beautification and
continued maintenance of their properties
and neighborhoods. There are two more events planning offering trash, recycling
and yard waste dumpsters for residents from 8 a.m. – noon at the following drivethrough locations:
August 21 - Wheat Ridge United Methodist Church, 7530 W. 38th Ave.
September 18 - Saint James Episcopal Church, 8235 W. 44th Ave.
More information

SCL Lutheran Legacy Campus
Master Planning Process Continues
The SCL Lutheran Legacy Campus Master
Planning process, partnership between the City
and SCL Health, continues with public meetings
planned for through October of this year. The
plan will establish a long-range vision for the
Lutheran campus and guide its use for the
future. Check the What's Up Wheat Ridge
Lutheran Legacy project page for more
information.
Monthly public meetings and focus group
meetings:
Public meeting #3 - Aug. 3, 2021, 5:30 – 7 p.m. at 7500 W. 29th Ave.
City Council Study Session - Aug. 16 at 6:30 p.m. and Planning Commission
Meeting Aug. 19 at 7 p.m.
Public meeting #4 - Sept. 22, 2021, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at 7500 W. 29th Ave.
Public hearings for adoption - Planning Commission Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. and City
Council Meeting Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.
More information.

Wadsworth Improvements Move
Forward
Wadsworth Improvement Project pre-construction
activities continue to move forward. The City acquired
several properties along the corridor in order to build
the project. On June 12, City Council approved the
demolition of two City-owned structures – Raliberto's
located near 41st Avenue and a private residence at
the north end of the corridor. Raliberto's is now open
at their new location, 4020 Wadsworth Boulevard.
Construction is anticipated to begin in late September
pending City Council approval of the construction
contract this month. Before construction begins, the project team will provide details
regarding the construction schedule and traffic impacts. To receive traffic alerts about
changes to traffic patterns and lane closures, subscribe to Traffic Alerts on Notify Me
on the City website.

WR 101 Applications Open Aug. 1
The City of Wheat Ridge, in collaboration with
Localworks, will host Wheat Ridge 101, a free
seven-week interactive course from September
22-November 3, 2021, on Wednesday evenings
from 6-9 p.m. This program is designed for staff
and guest presenters to share detailed
information about how the City of Wheat Ridge
works, and to provide opportunities for
participation in an interactive discussion about
effective public discourse and community
engagement. Applications open August 1, 2021.
To learn more and apply

Let's Talk Continues
Since April 2021, City of Wheat Ridge
staff has been conducting Let’s Talk
Resident Engagement in Applewood and
Leppla Manor and the program is ready
for Round 2 where residents of these
neighborhoods weigh in on actions the
City could take to address their
concerns and ideas. Participants can provide input at an upcoming open house (see details
below) or through an online survey which will launch in early August. Learn more by visiting
What's Up Wheat Ridge, email lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us, or call 303-205-7520.
Upcoming Let’s Talk Open Houses
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Church of Wheat Ridge
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Wheat Ridge Recreation Center
Stop by any time between 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Sustainable Neighborhood Applications
are Open
Sustainable Neighborhood Applications Are Open
The City is looking for two NEW neighborhoods to join
the Sustainable Neighborhoods program this summer!
This program allows residents to plan and implement
neighborhood sustainability. The deadline to apply is
Monday, August 30, 2021.
Learn more about the program and apply

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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