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WHEAT
RIDGE:
Wheat
Ridge AT A GLANCE
Wheat Ridge is a city that is growing, evolving and
capitalizing on its many unique attributes. Located on
the western side of the region, this quiet suburb enjoys
a great location, minutes to both the mountains and
downtown Denver.
With an economy originally founded on agriculture,
Wheat Ridge – once the world’s largest grower of
Carnations – has evolved into a community anchored
by employment in education, healthcare, outdoor
recreation, distribution and manufacturing. Formally
incorporated in 1969, the 9.5-square-mile city adopted
new mixed use zoning districts recently to create a more
flexible approach to land uses and enhance the character
of Wheat Ridge’s commercial corridors
Today, Wheat Ridge is seeing investment driven largely by
its low-crime, small town feel, excellent location, affordable
property and pro-business philosophy and outlook.
Wheat Ridge demographics (2019)
Population:
32,100
Labor Force:
17,800
Median Age:
45.4
Median Household Income: $58,230
Additional demographic data for the area is
available through Jefferson County.
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ON THE G LINE – LINKED TO EVERYTHING

WR • WARD
STATION
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THE DISTRICT
Located at the intersection of Interstate 70 and Ward Road
in Wheat Ridge, the Ward Station area is poised to blossom
into a vibrant mixed-use community, with potential as
a large employment center. The recently completed
commuter rail line – which is projected to carry 13,000
passengers daily by 2025 – connects Wheat Ridge to
Denver’s northwestern suburbs and downtown, making it a
perfect hub for residential and office development.
Publicly-funded infrastructure improvements are under way
and the city is now seeking private investment to continue
the transformation.
The area’s many advantages include:
• Exceptional transportation networks
• Easy access to Interstate 70
• Close proximity to nearby foothills and mountains
• Flexible zoning to accommodate a wide range of uses
• Existing cluster of outdoor recreation businesses
• Bookended by residential to the north and south
• Proximity to regional healthcare facilities
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A busy transportation corridor, the area already boasts a sizeable
industrial base and includes part of the Jefferson County Enterprise Zone
Program, which offers a variety of tax credits to businesses and projects
that advance economic development activity.
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The southern half of the district is located in an Opportunity Zone (see
area inside dotted line), a tract of land eligible for federal tax credits,
under the Tax Cut and Jobs Act of 2017. Investors who develop in
the zone receive favorable treatment of reinvested capital gains and
forgiveness of tax on new capital gains. The goal is to spur long-term
investment in the area.

ECONOMIC TOOLS
Wheat Ridge has designated this area an Urban
Renewal Plan Area, giving developers interested
in investing here access to a number of funding
tools and economic incentives, including Tax
Increment Financing (TIF). TIF allows the city
to use new property and sales tax generated
in the district to repay developers for public
infrastructure improvements they may have
funded. TIF subsidies have proven to be a
powerful economic development tool in Wheat
Ridge, transforming vacant lots into thriving
residential communities and bustling retail hubs.
As mentioned previously, the southern portion
of the area is in an Opportunity Zone, which
offers tax advantages. Developers can couple
the Opportunity Zone incentives with the tools
available through the Urban Renewal Area to
maximize the value of their investment and
minimize risk.

Birdseye view of pedestrian bridge and transit plaza at WR • Ward Station

Businesses that expand or locate in the
area may also be eligible for Wheat Ridge’s
Business Development and Enhanced Sales
Tax Programs. We invite investors to take a
close look at this area, full of potential and
well-positioned to serve a variety of purposes:
a convenient office hub for thousands of rail
users; a commercial/industrial center with easy
highway access and a residential neighborhood
for recreation lovers.
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TOD WORKS
Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is compact, dense development
that occurs within a 10-minute walk or half-mile distance of transit
facilities. It is characterized by a pedestrian-oriented environment that
allows people to live, work, shop, and play with easy access to transit.
Denver has served as a poster child for this type of development,

according to the Regional Transportation District, which operates the
Denver metro-area’s bus and rail service. A number of TOD projects have
sprung up around the FasTracks rail system, creating economically-stable
neighborhoods, reducing sprawl, improving quality of life and enhancing
property values.

100

Only

0.06%

of all the land

in the Denver/Boulder area is
within a TOD zone

Yet between 2005 and 2018, TOD areas accounted for:

24%

32% of all

of all multi-family
development

office development

0

This amounts to:
• 39,000 multi-family units planned or built
• Nearly 1.5 million square feet of retail planned or built
• $2.3 billion in office space DEVELOPED and $3.7 billion in multi-family projects DELIVERED
(excludes downtown Denver and Boulder stations)
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TOD WORKS

“Having easy
access to an array
of transportation
options is extremely
valuable to
employers as they
identify sites for their operations. The
G Line and Wheat Ridge • Ward Station
will allow employers the opportunity to
recruit employees and market the fact that
they won’t have to sit in traffic, can bring
their bikes to work and be on the trails in
minutes, plus the fact that they are ecofriendly employers.”
– Kristi Pollard
Former President and CEO
Jefferson County Economic
Development Corporation

“The G Line and

Wheat Ridge •
Ward Station
have added an
important piece
to Wheat Ridge’s
transportation infrastructure puzzle,
allowing the city to serve as a hub
connecting the Western corridor of the
metro-area with downtown
and other key employment centers.
This makes Wheat Ridge a more
desirable destination for residents
and businesses.”
– Pauletta Tonilas
Assistant General Manager,
Communications
Regional Transportation District
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IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING – INFRASTRUCTURE
In November 2016, Wheat Ridge voters approved a temporary increase
in sales and use tax expected to generate approximately $12 million
to fund public improvements in the station area which will facilitate
redevelopment and economic development opportunities.
They include:
• Reconstruction of adjacent streets to add sidewalks on West 52nd
Avenue, Tabor Street, and Ridge Road
• Development of a pedestrian bridge over the rail tracks to connect
north and south sides of station area
• Pedestrian access improvements, including multi-use trail to the I-70
frontage road
• Anticipated opening: starting late 2020
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IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING – THE RIDGE AT WARD STATION
BY TOLL BROTHERS
• 200-Townhome Community
• Two-to-three stories, live/work units
• Special features: Urban aesthetic, rear decks, glass-roll up doors, front porches, semi-private outdoor space
• Community features: Mixed-used retail/commercial building; central park with exercise stations and outdoor play options
• Under construction in 2020
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“There are many factors involved in determining the location of a project, area home values,
area assets (Old Town Arvada, Schools, Retail, Parks, etc.) and the reputation of the area
are primary factors. Wheat Ridge is seen as an older, established area with a high demand
of potential home buyers. Since there is very little development potential, except for smaller
infill projects like this one, it is a great opportunity for Toll Brothers to be a part of.”
–G
 reg Saia
Senior Entitlement Manager, Toll Brothers Home Builders
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IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING – HANCE RANCH
BY REMINGTON HOMES
• 63-Townhome Community
• Two-to-three stories
• S pecial features: Tuck-under garages,
detached garages, small private
yards, patios
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IT’S ALREADY HAPPENING – CLEAR CREEK CROSSING
• Mixed-used community on 110-acre site, located at Highway 58 and Interstate 70, just over a mile from the station area
• Divided into five distinct districts featuring retail, multi-family residential, office, entertainment, and hotel development
•P
 lanned/under development: Four-story, 310-unit, apartment building; Three-story, 15,000-square-foot bank/office building;
gas station; SCL Health facility; chef-driven restaurant/retail district
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WHY CHOOSE WHEAT RIDGE • WARD STATION?
“The G Line and Wheat Ridge • Ward Station will have a
very positive impact on Wheat Ridge’s growth prospects.
The station is only 30 minutes to Union Station, Coors
Field, and a short walk to any downtown business or
attraction. There is a lot of opportunity for new or
remodel development close to the G Line which will bring
new residents, businesses and tax revenue to the city.”
Bill Cotton

– Bill Cotton, President, Optic Nerve

“The biggest factor for us (in choosing this site) was
accessibility for our customers. It’s challenging for
us because we are a manufacturer, a wholesaler and
a retailer all in the same space, and it’s not easy to
find a location that works for all those groups. We
looked all over the western side of the metro area,
but in the end, we didn’t see any location better
than Wheat Ridge. And this neighborhood close to
I-70 works well.”
–P
 hil Walczynski
President/GM/Co-Owner, Down River Equipment
Back row, left to right: Carter Freericks, Zach Svoboda, Jess Cuneo, Dylan Galleri, John Thomas,
Phil Walczynski, Carol Walczynski; Front row, left to right: Travis Helms, Thomas Walker, Harvey, Riley,
Pat Flanagan, Oliver
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CONTACT US

Thank you for taking a look at this site prospectus and for your interest in the City of Wheat Ridge. We’re
excited about the development parcels and investment potential around our new commuter rail station
at Ward Road and the newly formed Opportunity Zone.
These two areas, adjacent to each other, provide an end user an opportunity to develop a quality project
located near an active transit hub, adjacent to a major interstate along the beautiful Front Range, close to
metro Denver, 30 minutes to Denver International Airport, and a short drive to all the activities the Rocky
Mountains have to offer.
I invite you to look further into the incentives Wheat Ridge offers your development, including being
located in an Urban Renewal Authority Plan Area. There are also additional incentives to ease the cost
of development while providing assurances that your project will get to the ‘finish line’ without any
unexpected surprises.
Take a moment to review this guide, and then please reach out to me so we can discuss available options.
Thanks for considering Wheat Ridge, and I look forward to hearing from you.
Steve Art
Economic Development Manager
Urban Renewal Authority Executive Director
City of Wheat Ridge
303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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DIG DEEPER

Opportunity Zones:
https://choosecolorado.com/programs-initiatives/opportunity-zones/
Urban Renewal District/Tax Increment Financing
https://ci.wheatridge.co.us/268/Urban-Renewal-Plans
Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical Advisory Plan Report (June 2015)
https://ulidigitalmarketing.blob.core.windows.net/ulidcnc/2019/11/ULI-WR-Ward-Road-TAP-report-final-6-3-15.pdf
Planning Documents and Infrastructure Projects at WR · Ward Station
http://www.ci.wheatridge.co.us/NWsubarea
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