City of Wheat Ridge local amendments to the
2018 International Building Code
(Effective July 1, 2020)
Sec. 5-76. Building Code.
(a) Adoption. The International Building Code, 2018 Edition, is hereby adopted by reference
and incorporated into this article as though fully set forth herein as the building code of
the City of Wheat Ridge. One (1) copy of said International Building Code shall be filed in
the office of the city clerk and may be inspected during regular business hours. Except as
otherwise provided hereafter, such code is adopted in full, including the outline of
contents, and index. Only the following Appendices are hereby adopted by reference:
Appendices E and I. The 2018 International Building Code shall be known as the "I.B.C."
or the "building code" and may be cited and referred to as such.
(b) Amendments. The International Building Code adopted by this section is amended as
follows. Section numbers referred to herein refer to and correspond with the section
numbers of the 2018 International Building Code.
101.1 Title. Amend to read in its entirety:
101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Building Code of the City of Wheat Ridge,
hereinafter referred to as "this code."
105.1.1 Annual permit. Delete entire section.
105.1.2 Annual permit records. Delete entire section.
105.2 Work exempt from permit. Amend to read in its entirety:
105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the
provisions of this code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be
required for the following:
Building:

1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds,
playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area is not greater than 120 square
feet.
2. Fences not over 6 feet high.
3. Oil derricks.
4. Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet in height measured from the bottom of
the footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding
Class I, II or IIIA liquids.

5. Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity is not greater than 5,000
gallons and the ratio of height to diameter of width is not greater than 2:1.
6. Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches above adjacent grade, and not
over any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route.
7. Painting, papering, carpeting, cabinets and countertops and similar finish work that
is not a part of the scope of a larger permittable project.
8. Prefabricated swimming pools that are less than 24 inches in depth, not greater
than 5,000 gallons and are installed entirely above ground.
9. Shade cloth structures under 400 square feet constructed for nursery or agricultural
purposes, not including service systems.
10. Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one- and twofamily dwellings.
11. Window awnings in Group R-3 and U occupancies, supported by an exterior wall
that do not project more than 54 inches from the exterior wall and do not require
additional support.
12. Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5
feet 9 inches in height.
13. Hoop houses as defined in Section 3102.2 that do not exceed 400 square feet in
floor area, that are not occupied by the general public, and that do not contain
mechanical or electrical devices, equipment or systems.
Electrical:
Repairs and maintenance: Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the
connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed
receptacles.
Radio and television transmitting stations: The provisions of this code shall not apply to
electrical equipment used for radio and television transmission, but do apply to equipment and
wiring for a power supply and the installation of towers and antennas.
Temporary testing systems: A permit shall not be required for the installation of any temporary
system required for the testing and servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus.
Gas:

1. Portable heating appliance.
2. Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make
such equipment unsafe.
Mechanical:

1. Portable heating appliance.
2. Portable ventilation equipment.
3. Portable cooling unit.
4. Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment
regulated by this code.

5. Replacement of any part that does not alter the approval or make it unsafe.
6. Portable evaporative cooler.
7. Self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 pounds or less of refrigerant and
actuated by motors of 1 horsepower or less.
Plumbing:
The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe; provided, however, that if any
concealed trap, drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it becomes
necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall be considered as
new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as provided in this code.
The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, and the removal
and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or require the
replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
105.5 Expiration. Amend to read in its entirety:
105.5 Expiration. Every permit issued by the code official under the provisions of this code shall
expire one year (365 days) after the date of issuance. The building official is authorized to grant,
in writing, one or more extensions of time, for periods of not more than 180 days each. The
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.
107.1 General. Amend to read in its entirety:
107.1 General. Construction documents, statement of special inspections and other data shall
be submitted in two (2) sets with each application for permit. The Building Official may allow
additional sets to be submitted to allow for concurrent review to decrease the review time for
applicants who wish to submit the additional documents. The construction documents shall be
prepared by a registered design professional where required by the statutes of the jurisdiction
in which the project is to be constructed. Where special conditions exist, the building official is
authorized to require additional construction documents to be prepared by a registered design
professional.
Exception: The building official is authorized to waive the submission of construction
documents and other data not required to be prepared by a registered design professional if it
is found that the nature of the work applied for is such that reviewing of construction
documents is not necessary to obtain compliance with this code.
107.3.1 Approval of construction documents. Amend to read in its entirety:
107.3.1 Approval of construction documents. When the building official issues a permit, the
construction documents shall be approved, in writing or by stamp, as "Approved Subject to Field
Inspections - Wheat Ridge Building Dept.". One set of construction documents so reviewed shall
be retained by the building official. One set shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at
the site of work and shall be open to inspection by the building official or a duly authorized
representative.
109.2 Schedule of permit fees. Amend to read in its entirety:

109.2 Schedule of permit fees. On buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical and
plumbing systems or alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as
required, in accordance with the schedule as established by the applicable governing authority.
The permit fee shall be established as set forth in Table 1-A.
109.3 Building permit valuations. Amend to read in its entirety:
109.3 Building permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated project
valuation at the time of application. Permit valuations shall include the value of all work,
including foundation work, structural and non-structural building components, electrical,
plumbing, mechanical and interior finish materials. Project valuation shall be calculated by the
Building Division based on the most recent building valuation data (BVD) promulgated and
published by the International Code Council (ICC). The higher of the applicant stated valuation
and the building division calculated valuation shall be used to determine building permit fees.
Final building permit valuation shall be set by the building official.
109.6 Refunds. Amend to read in its entirety:
109.6 Refunds. The code official shall authorize the refunding of fees as follows:
1. The full amount of any fee paid hereunder that was erroneously paid or collected.
2. Not more than 100 percent of the permit fee paid when no work has been done under a
permit issued in accordance with this code.
3. Not more than 80 percent of the plan review fee paid when an application for a permit
for which a plan review fee has been paid is withdrawn or canceled before any plan
review effort has been expended.
4. Not more than 50 percent of the plan review fee paid when an application for permit for
which a plan review fee has been paid is withdrawn or canceled after initiation of any
plan review effort.
Note: The code official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid except upon written
application filed by the original permittee not later than 180 days after the date of fee payment.
113 Board of Appeals. Amend to read in its entirety:
113 Board of Appeals. Appeals of decisions and determinations made by the Building Official
shall comply with the process and procedures set forth in City of Wheat Ridge Municipal Code
Sections 2-59 and 5-25. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent
of this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder, including fines, have been incorrectly
interpreted, the provisions of the code do not fully apply, or an equally good or better form of
construction is proposed.
114.4 Violation penalties. Amend to read in its entirety:
114.4 Violation penalties. Any person or entity who shall violate a provision of this code or shall
fail to comply with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair
work in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code official, or of
a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,

punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.00 dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 90
days, or both such fine and imprisonment; provided, however, that no person under the age of
eighteen (18) years shall be subjected to imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after
due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.
115.2 Issuance. Delete entire section.
115.3 Unlawful continuance. Rename and amend in its entirety:
115.3 Issuance and unlawful continuance. Upon notice from the code official that work is being
done contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner such work shall
immediately cease. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the
property, or to the owner's agent, or to the person doing the work, or visibly posted at the work
site. The notice shall state the conditions under which the work is authorized to resume. Where
an emergency exists, the code official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to
stopping the work. Any person who shall continue any work in or about the structure after
having been served with a stop work order, except such work that person is directed to perform
to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a fine of not less than 60 dollars or
not more than 1,000 dollars.
303.1.4 Accessory to places of religious worship, Amend to read in its entirety.
303.1.4 Accessory to places of religious worship.
1. Accessory religious educational rooms and religious auditoriums with occupant loads of less
than 100 per room or space are not considered separate occupancies.
2. Rooms and spaces within places of religious worship providing overnight homeless sheltering
for fewer than 50 occupants, for less than 16 continuous hours, shall be classified as part of the
primary occupancy provided the aggregate area used for sleeping is less than 10,000 square feet
and has all of the following:
a) exiting and emergency lighting
b) operational smoke alarms and carbon monoxide alarms in all sleeping areas
c) a minimum of one awake attendant
d) an emergency plan.
An operational permit and an approved emergency plan for such use may be required on an
annual basis through the governing Fire Code Official subject to review of compliance with these
provisions.

306.2 Moderate-hazard factory industrial, Group F-1. Amend the paragraph to read:
Moderate-hazard factory industrial, Group F-1. Factory industrial uses that are not classified
as Factory Industrial F-2 Low hazard shall be classified as F-1 Moderate Hazard, to include

occupancies involving combustible and non-combustible extraction methods, and shall include,
but not limited to, the following:
306.2 Moderate-hazard factory industrial, Group F-1. Add the following uses to this section:
Marijuana cultivation
Marijuana products containing hash oil
308.2 Institutional Group I-1. Amend to read in in its entirety:
308.2 Institutional Group I-1. Institutional Group I-1 occupancy shall include buildings,
structures or portions thereof for more than 16 persons, excluding staff, who reside on a 24hour basis in a supervised environment and receive custodial care. Buildings of Group I-1 shall
be classified as a Condition 2 unless approved by the building and fire code official as a Condition
1. This group shall include, but not be limited to the following:
309.1 Mercantile Group M. Add the following use to this section:
Sale of marijuana, products containing marijuana and hash oil, and devices for use in the
consumption of marijuana
310.5 Residential Group R-4. Amend to read in its entirety:
310.5 Residential Group R-4. Residential Group R-4 shall include buildings, structures or
portions thereof for more than five but not more than 16 persons, excluding staff, who reside
on a 24-hour basis in a supervised residential environment and received custodial care.
Buildings of Group R-4 shall be classified as a Condition 2 unless approved by the building and
fire code official as a Condition 1. This group shall include, but not be limited to the following:

420.4 Automatic sprinkler system. Amend the paragraph to read:
420.4 Automatic sprinkler system. Group R occupancies, with the exception of one and two
family dwellings and townhouses, shall be equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler
system in accordance with Section 903.2.8. Group I-1 occupancies shall be equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.2.6. Quick response or
residential automatic sprinklers shall be installed in accordance with Section 903.3.2.
903.2.8.1 Group R-3. Amend to read in its entirety:
903.2.8.1 Group R-3. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed in group R-3 occupancies,
with the exception of one and two single family dwellings and townhouses.

1101.2 Design. Amend to read in its entirety:
1102.1 Design. Buildings and facilities shall be designed and constructed to be accessible in
accordance with this code and ICC A117.1-2009 Edition.

1209.2 Attic spaces. Amend to read in its entirety:
1209.2 Attic spaces. An opening not less than 20 inches by 30 inches shall be provided to any
attic area having a clear height of over 30 inches. A 30-inch minimum clear headroom in the
attic space shall be provided at all points directly above the access opening. The finish opening
dimensions of attic accesses shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches.
1507.2.7 Attachment. Amend to read in its entirety:
1507.2.7 Attachment. Asphalt shingles shall be attached with a minimum of 6 nails per shingle
or as specified by the manufacturer, whichever is more restrictive. Where the roof slope
exceeds 20 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (167 percent slope) special methods of fastening
are required. Special fastening methods shall be tested in accordance with ASTM D 3161, Class
F. Asphalt shingle wrappers shall bear a label indicating compliance with ASTM D 3161, Class F.
1507.2.8.2 Ice barrier. Amend to read in its entirety:
1507.2.8.2 Ice barrier. Ice barrier complying with ASTM D1970 shall be required in lieu of
normal underlayment at roof eaves and shall extend from the eave edge to a point at least 24
inches inside the exterior wall line of the building.
Exception: Detached structures and attached garages that contain no conditioned floor area.
1607.12 Loads. Amend to read in its entirety:
1607.12 Roof loads. The structural supports of roofs and marquees shall be designed to resist
wind and, where applicable, snow and earthquake loads, in addition to the dead load of
construction and the appropriate live loads as prescribed in this section, or as set forth in Table
1607.1. The live loads acting on a sloping surface shall be assumed to act vertically on the
horizontal projection of that surface. For Hoop Houses as defined in Section 3102.2, the
minimum live load for roofs shall be 5 PSF for coverings and 20 PSF for structural components.
1609.1 Application. Amend to read in its entirety:
1609.1 Application. Buildings, structures and parts thereof shall be designed to withstand the
minimum wind loads prescribed herein. Decreases in wind loads shall not be made for the effect
of shielding by other structures.
Exception: Hoop Houses as defined in Section 3102.2 shall be designed to provide resistance to
a minimum wind speed of 70 miles per hour.
1808.1 General. Amend to read in its entirety:
1808.1 General. Footings shall be designed and constructed in accordance with Sections 1805.1
through 1805.9. Footings and foundations shall be built on undisturbed soil, compacted fill
material or CLSM. Compacted fill material shall be placed in accordance with Section 1803.5.
CLSM shall be placed in accordance with 1803.6.

All footing and foundation systems for additions and new structures shall be designed by a
structural engineer licensed by the State of Colorado. Submitted plans for these systems shall
be wet-stamped and signed by the engineer of record at the time of permit application.
The top surface of footings shall be level. The bottom surface of footings is permitted to have a
slope not exceeding one unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (10 percent slope). Footings shall be
stepped where it is necessary to change the elevation of the top surface of the footing or where
the surface of the ground slopes more than the one unit vertical in 10 units horizontal (10
percent slope).
3001.2 Referenced Standards. Amend to read in its entirety:
3001.2 Referenced Standards. Except as otherwise provided for in this Code, the design,
construction, installation, alteration, repair and maintenance of elevators and conveying
systems and their components shall conform to ASME A90.1, ASME B20.1, ALCTV, and ASCE 24
for construction in flood hazard areas established in section 1612.3 of this code. The design,
construction installation, alteration, repair and maintenance of elevators and conveying
systems shall also conform to ASME A17.1, ASME A17.2, ASME A17.3, ASME A18.1 and ASME
QE-1 and all other standards referenced in Section 2-6-1(1) of the Colorado Department of
Labor and Employment, Division of Public Safety Conveyance Regulations, 7 Colo. Code Regs.
1101-8, as now and hereafter amended (the "OPS Regulations").
3102.2 Definitions. Add the following language to Section 3102.2:
HOOP HOUSE. A structure not exceeding 1,000 square feet in floor area with a maximum six
mils thick poly film roof and wall covering installed over rounded structural members in which
there is no storage of solvents, fertilizers, gases or other chemicals or flammable materials.
Structures not complying with all of the specifics set forth in the definition above shall be
defined in accordance with adopted code and standard practice. Hoop houses exceeding 1,000
square feet in size shall be defined as greenhouses for the purpose of determining applicability
of adopted codes and regulations.
3102.3 Type of construction. Amend to read in its entirety:
3102.3 Type of construction. Noncombustible membrane structures shall be classified as Type
IIB construction. Noncombustible frame or cable-supported structures covered by and
approved membrane in accordance with Section 3012.3.1 shall be classified as Type IIB
construction. Heavy timber frame-supported structures covered by an approved membrane in
accordance with Section 3102.3.1 shall be classified as Type IV construction. Other membrane
structures, and hoop houses as defined in Section 3102.2, shall be classified as Type V
construction.
Exception: Plastic less than 30 feet above any floor used in hoop houses as defined in Section
3102.2 and greenhouses, where occupancy by the general public is not authorized, and for
aquaculture pond covers is not required to meet the fire propagation performance criteria of
NFPA 701.
3102.3.1 Membrane and interior liner. Amend to read in its entirety:

3102.3.1 Membrane and interior liner material. Membrane and interior liners shall be either
noncombustible as set forth in Section 703.4 or meet the fire propagation performance criteria
of NFPA 701 and the manufacturer's test protocol.
Exception: Plastic less than 20 mil in thickness used in hoop houses as defined in Section 3102.2
and in greenhouses, where occupancy by the general public is not authorized, and for
aquaculture pond covers is not required to meet the fire propagation performance criteria of
NFPA 701.
3102.4 Allowable floor areas. Amend to read in its entirety:
3102.4 Allowable floor areas. The area of a membrane structure shall not exceed the limitations
set forth in Table 503, except as provided in Section 506. The floor area of Hoop Houses as
defined in Section 3102.2 shall not exceed 1,000 square feet.
3102.5 Maximum height. Amend to read in its entirety:
3102.5 Maximum height. Membrane structures shall not exceed one story nor shall such
structures exceed the height limitations in feet set forth in Table 503. Hoop houses as defined
in Section 3102.2 shall not exceed applicable heights as determined by regulations set forth in
Municipal Code Sections 26-205, 26-214, and 26-625.
Exception: Noncombustible membrane structures serving as roofs only.
3102.6.1 Noncombustible membrane. Amend to read in its entirety:
Section 3102.6.1 Noncombustible membrane. A noncombustible membrane shall be permitted
for use as the roof or as a skylight of any building or atrium of a building of any type of
construction provided it is at least 20 feet above any floor, balcony or gallery. A noncombustible
poly film not exceeding 6 millimeters in thickness shall be permitted to be used as the roof and
wall covering for structures defined as Hoop Houses in Section 3102.2, regardless of height.

