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50th Annual Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival
Celebrates City’s History and Heritage
The first Annual Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival
was held in 1970, celebrating one year of the
incorporation of the City, this year’s parade and
festival celebrates the past 50 years and the golden
anniversary of Wheat Ridge on August 9-11 at
Anderson Park 4355 W. 44th Ave. in Wheat Ridge.
In those early years, Wheat Ridge was recognized
as the Carnation Capital of the World. At one time
the City was host to 32 greenhouses that featured
Carnations. Since Carnations grow well in abundant
sunshine, the climate in Wheat Ridge was perfect
for this lovely flower. Each week a bouquet of the
unique blooms was sent to the White House and
displayed in the foyer with a card that read “From
Wheat Ridge, the Carnation City”.
The year following the City’s incorporation in
1969, the first Carnation Festival and parade were
held making it one of the longest running festivals
in Colorado. Carnival rides, a circus and live musical
entertainment, a beer garden and a fireworks show
are all featured during the festival that runs from
Friday-Sunday.
The parade will be held on Saturday starting at
9:30 a.m. with local marching bands, dance troupes,
floats, businesses, and civic and community
organizations. The parade has followed nearly the
same route since the first festival, traveling from
Ames down W. 38th Avenue to Upham. Prior to the
parade, the Wheat Ridge Grange at 3850 High Court
will again offer a Pancake Breakfast beginning at
7 a.m. A donation of $6 is appreciated. There is
also a pie baking contest, a Chili Cook-off and the
firefighters' Spaghetti Dinner as well as craft and
domestic Beer Gardens. For more details and
information check out thecarnationfestival.com.
The Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival is now a 501
(c) (3) non-profit organization with an all-volunteer
board led by Chair Joe Demott and Vice Chair Walt

7500 W. 29th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

Pettit. Members Dave Pettit, Chris Miller, Ruth
Baranowski, Cyndy Beal, Ron Benson, Tim Berland,
Dominick Breton, Leah Dozeman, Theresa Joyce,
Joe Seehusen, Emily Smith, Gale Shrag, and Renee
Schreiner are all contributing their time and talent
to make this year’s event another rousing success.
“We’re excited to celebrate 50 years of hosting this
wonderful family-friendly event in Wheat Ridge,”
said Wheat Ridge Mayor Bud Starker. “Looking back
on 50 years as a City, this event honors our history
as a center of agriculture while also recognizing
how we’ve grown to become such a vibrant, thriving
community. The Carnation Festival continues to
serve as an important tradition for our community.”
The legacy of this very special annual event has
continued for the past 50 years due to the vision of
the Directors responsible for the very first Wheat
Ridge Carnation Festival. They included Zebulon
M. Pike, Jr., William R. Cornelison, Frank “Hank”
Stites, Marie Engelman, and John Harper. It’s thanks
to them that Wheat Ridge continues to celebrate its
history and heritage as well as the exciting progress
the City is making. Happy Anniversary Wheat Ridge
and Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival!
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MAYOR
BUD STARKER
50th Annual Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival

Celebrates Our City’s History

It is going to be quite the anniversary party!
Our City celebrates 50 years of history on
August 15, just after the 50th Annual Wheat
Ridge Carnation Festival on August 9-11, 2019.
The weekend gets going Friday, August 10,
with festival activities at Anderson Park 4355
Field St. in Wheat Ridge. Plans include an art
show, fireworks, live music, carnival rides, beer
gardens, and the Zoppe Italian Family Circus.
We are proud to look back at our 50 years as a
City and how the Carnation Festival embodies
our small town heritage.
During the 1960s, Wheat Ridge boasted 32
different carnation growers, and it was the
weekly bouquet of these flowers sent to the
White House that earned Wheat Ridge the title
“Carnation City.” The Wheat Ridge Carnation
Festival was created when Wheat Ridge was
founded to celebrate and honor the carnation
industry’s accomplishments.
The Carnation Festival also helps raise
money for a variety of causes, including
scholarships for Wheat Ridge High School
students as well as funding for the school’s
STEM program and cheerleader and pom
squads. The Big Wheels on the Farm Car Show,
which is slated for Sunday, August 11, benefits
the WRHS Quarterback Club. The Wheat Ridge
Rotary and Optimists service clubs also receive
proceeds from the festival’s bar sales.
With limited parking available on site, the
Carnation Festival Committee has arranged for
a free shuttle service available until 11:30 p.m.
on Friday and Saturday which travels to and
from four stops along 44th Avenue. To view the
shuttle stops, visit thecarnationfestival.com
Free bicycle parking is also available in the
onsite parking lot.

On Saturday, August 10 from 9:30 a.m. – noon,
the Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival Parade
rolls west down W. 38th Ave from Ames St. to
Upham St. The parade features lots of floats
and decorated vehicles from local schools,
businesses, and nonprofit organizations. This
year’s parade is a celebration of the City of
Wheat Ridge and its history as the “Carnation
Capital of the World” and 50 years as a city that
was established just a few miles west of Denver.
All three days younger festival-goers will
enjoy the Zoppe’ Italian Family Circus on
Friday, Aug. 10, at 4 and 7 p.m.; Saturday, Aug.
10, at 1, 4 and 7 p.m.; and Sunday, Aug. 11, at 1
and 4 p.m.
Pint-sized patrons will also enjoy the
carnival rides and then the fireworks show
being presented at 9:15 p.m. on both Friday
and Saturday night.
The festival also offers plenty of fun for
adults, including one of the state’s largest beer
and wine gardens.
Live music will also play Friday and Saturday.
Performances on the main event stage include:
Friday
5:45 – 7 p.m. Dreamboat Annie
7:35 – 8:50 p.m. That 80s Band
9:40 – 11 p.m. Buckstein
Saturday
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Hey Lady
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Paradise Theater
5:30 – 7 p.m. Austin Young Band
7:30 – 8:50 p.m. The Trampolines
9:40 – 11 p.m. KISSm: A Tribute to KISS

The festival also features a range of other
attractions and activities, including:
• The Wheat Ridge Art League Exhibition
at the Anderson Building at Anderson
Park, 4355 Field St.: Friday, Aug. 9, 4-10
p.m.; Saturday, Aug. 10, noon-10 p.m.; and
Sunday, Aug. 11, noon-4 p.m. Free
• Wheat Ridge Grange at 3850 High Court
will offer a Pancake Breakfast 7 - 9 a.m.
with a suggested donation of $6
• The Big Wheels on the Farm Car Show
hosted by the WRHS Quarterback Club
will be held on Sunday, Aug. 11 from 9
a.m. – 3 p.m. Register online
• West Metro Spaghetti Dinner Friday and
Saturday night from 4-8 p.m. in the food
court., $8 for adults & $3 kids under 12.
• Pie Bakeoff Friday 6 – 7 p.m. $2 per slice
• Chili cook-off is on Saturday on the soccer
field, with public tasting and voting
from noon to 3 p.m., Winners will be
announced at 3:30 pm. Registration is $15
and is available on the Festival website
Tasting is $5.
After 50 years, the Wheat Ridge Carnation
Festival continues to serve as an important
tradition for our community and I hope
to see many of you at the parade or at the
festival sometime during the weekend. Happy
Anniversary Wheat Ridge!

For more information about the festival and a full schedule of festival hours
and activities, visit www.thecarnationfestival.com.
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CITY MANAGER’S Column

2019 Neighborhood Revitalization
Strategy Update Final Report
City Council’s 2018/2019
Strategic Plan identified an
update to the Neighborhood
Revitalization Strategy (NRS)
as one of five top priorities.
The update of the NRS was
initiated in mid-2018 and
its final report, with findings
and
recommendations, Patrick Goff
was accepted by City City Manager
Council on July 22, 2019.
The central question for the
updated NRS is “How can Wheat Ridge maintain
its fundamental values and character while
managing inevitable change?”

at Ridge by the Numbers

The NRS update was guided by a large and
diverse, 26-person Council-appointed steering
committee. They were tasked with taking a
very hands-on role in guiding the process and
gathering diverse input from residents through
small group meetings, several larger public
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RESIDENT SURVEY

RESIDENT SURVEY

How do you rate the
overall quality of life in
Wheat Ridge?

How do you rate
Wheat Ridge as a
place to live?

81%
Good or
Excellent

90%
Good or
Excellent

NRS SURVEY

How has Wheat Ridge progressed over the past five
years, considering factors like quality of life, overall
appearance, and shopping and dining options?

58%
24%
say Wheat Ridge
say Wheat Ridge is
has gotten better

about the same

NRS SURVEY

What does Wheat Ridge need to do to
improve on these and other topics?

72%

say Wheat Ridge should keep on its current
path, or make only minor tweaks and
adjustments

Key Findings

• Complete and implement neighborhood
plans where appropriate

Community Contentment
Wheat Ridge is quite content with its quality
of life and its overall position. Community
sentiment about life in Wheat Ridge is positive
and the city does not perceive itself to be at an
existential crossroads.

A Strengthening Market
Wheat Ridge is enjoying the benefits of a robust
post-recession Denver area economy with the
real estate market as the primary indicator. While
the market is still dominated by an older and
relatively lower income population which limits
new restaurant and retail offerings, change is
clearly afoot as incomes and education levels rise.

Primary Corridors

2. Connecting the
community by investing
in primary corridors
• Implement the adopted
38th Avenue streetscape plan
• Finalize design work and reconstruct
Wadsworth Boulevard from 35th Avenue to
Interstate 70
• Complete a corridor plan for 44th Avenue
from Wadsworth Boulevard to Youngfield
Street
• Take proactive but patient approach to
neighborhood scale retail at appropriately
zoned
locations
along 26th, 29th, 32nd and
PART 2: Wheat
Ridge by the
Numbers
44th Avenues

There is a clear desire on the part of Wheat
Ridge residents for more attractive commercial
districts along major corridors like Wadsworth,
44th, and Kipling, and for better shopping and
dining options, particularly those that are not
national or regional chains.

Neighborhoods
When it comes to Wheat Ridge neighborhoods,
there are many in the city – even if it is not a
clear majority – who are at least somewhat
uncomfortable with changes that are perceived
toNRSbeSURVEY
too drastic, out of character with existing
How do you rate quality of life amenities like parks, recreation
conditions,
or both.
Residents
express a
opportunities, parades,
festivals,
and restaurant also
offerings?
desire for positive connection and engagement
Good or
with their neighbors.
Excellent

70%

Summary of the NRS Update
How do you rate your
How well do your
Recommendations
neighborhood as a
neighbors maintain
RESIDENT SURVEY

NRS SURVEY

3. Facilitate investment
through customer service
• Seek feedback from
homeowners, business
owners and contractors on
experience with rehab projects
• Employ a rehab specialist to assist
applicants with rehab projects
• Amend the building code to allow for more
flexibility in remodeling and repurposing
aging structures
• Consider tweaking building review,
permitting and inspection processes to
RESIDENT SURVEY
enhance customer service
• Implement a case management approach
thinkfor
thebuilding
quality of inspections

62%
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rate thethis
overall
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sufficient
Services as good or
• Continue to monitor ADU polices in nearby
excellent
cities to gauge costs and benefits in those
cities
• Revisit ADU policy discussion in two years
to measure resident opinions

74%

to live?resident capacity
their properties?
1. place
Building
to manage neighborhood
change
said either
Good or
exceptionally
• Undertake
a neighborhood
Excellent
well or to a
good standard
listening tour to understand
what is and what isn’t working in different
neighborhoods
RESIDENT SURVEY
RESIDENT SURVEY
• Break
How
do youthe city into understandable and
rate Wheat
manageable
smaller geographies so
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as a
place
to raise feel
Good
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theorlistening sessions are
Readtothe entire NRS Update final report online
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children?
Excellent
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customized
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ci.wheatridge.co.us

t Ridge Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Update

79%

79%

77%

90%
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City of
Wheat Ridge
Directors
Patrick Goff
City Manager
303-235-2819
pgoff@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Ken Johnstone
Community Development
Director
303-235-2846
kjohnstone@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Dave Pickett
Interim Chief of Police
303-235-2913
officeofthechief@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Allison Scheck
Administrative Services
Director
303-235-2826
ascheck@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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C OU N C I L C O R N E R
Building Division Update: Permit Activity in Council District II
The last several years have been busy at the City’s
Building Division counter and out in the field. The
May 2017 hail storm left many home and business
owners with damaged buildings, most notably
roofs. By the end of 2018, the City had issued nearly
8,000 residential roof permits alone. Even without
the storm-related permits, the Building Division
processed a record volume of permits in 2018 based
on total valuation. This is the second installment of
our summary of building permit activity by Council
District. This edition focuses on District II which
is bounded by W. 38th Avenue on the south, Clear
Creek on the north, Dover Street on the west and our
eastern municipal boundary on the east.

total number of new units.
• Residential Remodels and Additions – Includes
basement finishes, new second stories, kitchen
remodels, accessory structures such as detached
garages or sheds or similar interior investments
or additions.
• Residential General Maintenance – Includes new
water heaters, new furnaces, roof replacements,

window replacements, etc.
• Commercial New Construction – Includes
office, retail, restaurants, and light industrial
development.
• Commercial General Maintenance – Interior
tenant finishes, electrical upgrades, plumbing
repairs, sign replacements, heating/cooling
repairs or replacements, etc.

The following table summarizes building permit
activity by these categories:
• Residential New Construction – Includes single
family, duplex and multifamily. The count
represents the number of permits issued not the

2020 Budget Input
The budget for the City of Wheat Ridge
creates the road map necessary for providing
programs and services to those who live, work
and play in Wheat Ridge. City Council and
City staff put a great deal of effort and time
into preparing the annual budget. The City's
annual budget process includes considerable
staff participation from all departments,
along with City Council direction concerning
key policy areas as well as input from
residents. The process for the 2020 Budget
is underway. One important phase of the
process is offering the public opportunities to
provide input during City Council meetings
prior to the presentation of the 2020 proposed
budget.

Two opportunities for public input on the
budget are being provided this year. The first
was held on Monday, July 8, 2019 and the
second will be Monday, August 12, 2019.
The 2020 Budget is scheduled to be
presented to the Mayor and City Council on
Monday, September 16, 2019. (The proposed
budget will be available on the City website
prior to the meeting.)
Public Hearing and Adoption of the
proposed 2019 Budget will be held on
Monday, October 14, 2019. (The public is
invited to provide input on the proposed 2020
Budget at both the September and October
meetings.)

Public Officials
MAYOR

CITY TREASURER

DISTRICT I

DISTRICT II

DISTRICT III

DISTRICT IV

Bud Starker
303-235-2800
bstarker@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Chris Miller
303-231-1392
cmiller@ci.wheatridge.co.us

David Kueter
720-312-0583
dkueter@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Kristi Davis
303-757-8488
kdavis@ci.wheatridge.co.us

George Pond
303-880-8729
gpond@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Larry Mathews
303-396-5201
lmathews@ci.wheatridge.co.us

JUDGE

CITY CLERK

Judge Christopher Randall

Janelle Shaver
303-235-2823
jshaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Janeece Hoppe
720-556-9425
jhoppe@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Zachary Urban
720-252-5930
zurban@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Amanda Weaver
303-725-8748
aweaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Leah Dozeman
720-301-9598
ldozeman@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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Making Wheat Ridge Count
in Census 2020

The census is an official count of a population and
occurs every 10 years in the U.S. The Constitution
requires a census be conducted in order to determine
how many seats in the U.S. House of Representatives
each state should have. The next census is planned for
2020, the results of which determine the distribution
of federal funds to national, state and local legislative
districts. To encourage and ensure that every Wheat
Ridge resident is counted, a Wheat Ridge Complete
Count Committee (CCC) has been formed and it’s not
too late to get involved! The CCC will work to coordinate
community outreach and awareness campaigns to
inform residents about the importance of achieving
an accurate count in the 2020 Census. Engaged and
energetic community members are encouraged to
join the committee and will help educate different
populations about the importance of responding to the
census in 2020. Through collaborative partnerships,
the U.S. Census Bureau and community leaders can
reach the shared goal of counting everyone in 2020.
Why is the Census important for
Wheat Ridge residents?
• Determines how more than $675 billion annually
in federal funds is distributed to tribal, state, and
local governments.
• Determines any redistricting of state legislative
districts.
• Is vital in forecasting future transportation needs
for all segments of the population.
• Identifies areas eligible for housing assistance and
rehabilitation loans.
• Assists local governments in planning and
implementing programs, services, and emergency
response.
• Designates facilities for people with disabilities,
the elderly and children.

What’s New with
Sustainable Wheat Ridge is Working
to Help Residents Save Energy and
Money on Utility Bills
Sustainable Wheat Ridge, in partnership with
the City of Wheat Ridge and Xcel Energy, is
providing Home Energy Squad and Home Energy
Squad Plus visits to Wheat Ridge residents at a
50% discount.
Claim your 50% discount by using the following
discount codes:

• Home Energy Squad $25 (Regular Price $50)
— SWRHES
• Home Energy Squad PLUS $75 (Regular
Price $150) — SWRPLUS
CALL 303-446-7910 for an on-the-spot home
energy efficiency improvement visit!
For more information go to the xcelenergystore.
com and tools, home energy squad
The Home Energy Squad visit includes

professional installation of energy-saving
equipment such as LED bulbs, a programmable
thermostat, weather stripping for one exterior
door, faucet aerators, and MORE — a $200 value
available for $25 with discount code SWRHES.
Home Energy Squad PLUS includes everything
from the Home Energy Squad visit PLUS a FULL
Energy Audit. This means home owners receive
a thorough inspection of the home’s exterior,
insulation, and mechanical systems, a BlowerDoor diagnostic test, combustion safety test,
carbon monoxide check, infrared imaging and
analysis, and a comprehensive summary report
with all of the findings and recommendations —
a $600 value available for $75 with discount code
SWRPLUS.
Call to schedule a Home Energy Squad or
Home Energy Squad Plus visit today to start
saving and increase comfort quickly, efficiently
and affordably!

Wheat Ridge Welcomes New
Parks and Recreation Director

Anyone interested in participating in the Wheat
Ridge CCC should contact Allison Menard at 303-2352815 or email amenard@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Building Code Meeting

The City of Wheat Ridge Building Division is hosting a
public meeting to discuss the upcoming building code
adoption of the 2018 International Building Codes. The
meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 14, 2019,
from 9 – 11 a.m. at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center
located at 4005 Kipling Street. Contractors, design
professionals, and local developers are encouraged
to participate in the discussion of new code adoption
and proposed local amendments. Refreshments will
be served.

We are pleased to welcome new Director of Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation Karen O’Donnell who
will officially join the team on July 29, 2019. Also pictured is Zach Lovato, Manager of Parks, Forestry and
Open Space and Susan Anderson, Manager of Recreation and Facilities.
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Steve Art

303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Wheat Ridge Chamber
Offers Support to
Businesses

Wheat Ridge Mayor Bud Starker and members of the Wheat Ridge Business Association helped
cut the ribbon at the grand opening of new business, Hemp Hearts 6814 W. 38th Ave.
L to R: Steve Art, City of Wheat Ridge; Linda VanDeVeere; Ashley Holland, Localworks; Mellissa,
Andrew; Shelby Harsh; Shelly Harsh; Mayor Bud Starker; Andrei Tocia, and Brandy Samudio coowners of Hemp Hearts of Wheat Ridge; Cheryl Blum Garcia, and Emily Green.
Photo courtesy of Cheryl Brungardt

Wheat Ridge Opportunity Zones…
A Great Opportunity for Investment
Opportunity Zones (OZ) were enacted
as part of the 2017 Tax Cut and Jobs Act to
address an uneven economic recovery and a
persistent lack of growth that has impacted
many communities across the country. In the
broadest sense, the newly enacted Opportunity
Zone is a federal tax incentive for investors
to support low-income urban and rural
communities through the favorable treatment
of reinvested capital gains and the forgiveness
of tax on new capital gains.
Wheat Ridge was granted an Opportunity
Zone in 2018 which it shares with the City of
Arvada. The Wheat Ridge portion of the OZ
begins just north of I-70 at Ward Road and
proceeds north to Ridge Road, following the
highway and Ridge Road to Allison Street.
This economic and community development
tax incentive program provides a new impetus
for private investors to support the needs of
specific communities through private equity
investments in businesses and real estate
ventures. The incentive provides deferral,
reduction, and the potential elimination of
certain federal capital gains taxes.
This economic and community development
tax incentive program provides a new impetus
for private investors to support the needs of
specific communities through private equity
investments in businesses and real estate
ventures. The incentive provides deferral,
reduction, and the potential elimination of
certain federal capital gains taxes.
“We’re actively promoting investment
into our Opportunity Zone” says Steve Art,
economic development manager for Wheat
Ridge. “We’re putting together a prospectus
for the OZ as well as the surrounding area
adjacent to the Wheat Ridge • Ward Station for
the G Line. We hope to attract new investment
to the two pond areas at I-70 and Ward Road
as well as other key industrial properties within
the Opportunity Zone.”

Benefits of an Opportunity Zone
Investment
1. Deferral – No up-front tax bill on the
rolled-over capital gains and investors can
defer their original tax bill until the earliest
of either December 31, 2026, or the sale
the investment.
2. Reduction of tax on the rolled-over capital
gain investment for long-term holding.
• If the investment is held for longer than
five years, there is a 10 percent exclusoin
of deferred gain.
• If the investments is held for longer
than seven years, there is a 15 percent
exclusion of deferred gain.
3. Tax-free appreciation – If an Opportunity
Fund investment is held for 10 years, the
taxpayer pays no capital gains tax on
appreciation.

Wheat Ridge Investment
“We know there are private investors looking
to expand into Opportunity Zones like the
one at Ward Road, and as we identify those
investors we will encourage them to choose
Wheat Ridge over the thousands of zones
throughout the United States,” continued Art.
“It’s a great area with access to I-70, the new
G Line, and the CDOT operated Ward Road.
The access to Denver, DIA and the mountains,
makes this location ideal for development.”
To learn more about the OZ and how to invest
in a Wheat Ridge site, contact Steve Art with
the City of Wheat Ridge at sart@ci.wheatridge.
co.us.

The Wheat Ridge Chamber
of Commerce serves as a
resource and help center
for
organizations
doing
business in Wheat Ridge.
The Chamber has a unified
voice of diverse business organizations and supports
the business community through advocating for positive
business legislation, seminars, leadership programs and
expanding marketing outreach. The Business Networking
Group hosts events and spotlights member businesses,
creating an educational environment for all active
participants. The Wheat Ridge Chamber is also focused
on providing opportunities for young professionals and
newly created organizations doing business in Wheat
Ridge.
Mission: To cultivate a prosperous and growing
community by promoting, supporting, connecting and
advocating for Wheat Ridge business.
The Chamber supports local businesses and local
non-profits with a focus on ribbon cuttings for new
businesses and expansions or remodels, the monthly
BNG luncheons, and by sharing ideas and information
with local business owners.
Meetings occur twice a month on the first and third
Thursday at Peitra’s Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant,
9045 W 44th Ave, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. For more
information go online to wheatridge.chamber.org or
contact Dominick Breton at 303-961-5994

Jeffco BRC Supports
Local Business
Owners
Every great leader has a
strong mentor behind them.
Steve Jobs had Bill Campbell,
Mark Zuckerberg had Steve
Jobs, and Bill Gates had
Warren Buffett. Realizing
success is difficult but trying
to do it alone, makes it even more difficult.
Business owners wear a lot of hats and sometimes
navigating all that it takes to run a successful business
is a bigger challenge than people anticipate. Jeffco BRC
can help. Jeffco BRC provides comprehensive services,
business education and resources for both start-up and
established businesses.
Services Include:
• Business Advising
• B.E.S.T. Business Education Series Training
• Launch! The Ticket to Small Business Success
• Gurus – Mentor Program
• Jeffco Business Resource Expo
Services are offered at no-cost or low cost, and are
designed to support the small business owner with fewer
than 10 employees.
Wheat Ridge business owners are eligible for up to six
no-cost Business Advising sessions every year. Monthly
workshops are also available. Topics include marketing,
financials, human resources and any other business
challenges.
To learn more or set up an appointment for Business
Advising, visit: jeffcobrc.org or call 303-996-8976
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Upcoming Events at the
Wheat Ridge Historical Society
Heritage Day Celebration

August 10 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
11361 West 44th avenue at Robb Street
“Top of the Hour” historic talks will be offered with local
historians sharing their Wheat Ridge Memories. Ice Cream
Social with music by local musicians is also included so
bring and instrument or plan to sing along.

Back to School Book Exchange

September 14 • Baugh House • 44th & Robb
Buy, sell, trade, new-used books • Music, snacks, crafts

Apple Cider Day

For additional information on any of these events including times
and location please check the websites or social media accounts
for the City of Wheat Ridge or Localworks or call 303-235-2895

STUDY SESSIONS
August 5 & 19 • September 16 • October 7 & 21

WRPD NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
August 6

WHEAT RIDGE CARNATION FESTIVAL
August 9-11

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
August 12 & 26 • September 9 & 23 • October 14 & 28

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY WHEAT RIDGE

October 12 • Historical Park • 4610 Robb
Bring apples to peel for sauce or eating • Music, Food, Crafts

Veteran's Day Flag Dedication

November 9 • Baugh House • 44th & Robb
Veterans Day celebration • Flag Pole Dedication
Music, snacks, crafts

Historic Park Tours

August 12 Cake at City Council

TLC CLEAN UP DAYS
August 17 • September 21

WRPD COFFEE WITH A COP
August 21 • October 3

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - CITY OFFICES CLOSED
September 2

LOCALWORKS RIDGEFEST

Open Tuesday – Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
4610 Robb St • $2 per person

Historical Society Meetings

Second Tuesday of the month
Red Brick house • 4610 Robb St at 7pm

The Wheat Ridge Quilt Circle

September 7

COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR
September 14 • October 12

LOCALWORKS MID-CENTURY AND MODERN TOUR
September 28

LOCALWORKS TRUNK OR TREAT
October 26

Fourth Wednesday of the month from 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Red Brick house • 4610 Robb St. • $2 per person

Knit/Crochet Group

Fourth Wednesday of the month from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Red Brick house • 4610 Robb St • $2 per person
For more information go online to
wheatridgehistoricalsociety.org
303-421-9111 • wrhistorical@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

Fri, Nov 8 • 4-8pm
Sat, Nov 9 • 10am-4pm

Freeent
Ev

Active Adult Center
6363 W 35th Ave

Art
Ar
rt Sh
Sho
how
ow

Artists will showcase a variety of
mediums, including pottery, painting,
embroidery, jewelry, wood working
and more. Come see what your local
50+ community has created!
• Some artwork available for purchase
• Live demos on Saturday
• Portion of all sales go towards the
Senior Scholarship Fund
Brought to you by:

50+

show off
your art!

Artists register
online with code:
350609-02
Deadline Oct. 1

“I am not what happened to me.
I am what I choose to become.”
- Carl Jung

&

Victim Outreach, Inc. (VOI) promotes the healing of people impacted by crime and
trauma in Jefferson County CO, and we’re looking for volunteers to ensure that victims
have compassionate, informed support in the immediate aftermath of their experience.
Volunteer advocates are called by police to respond on-scene overnight or on weekends. They provide emotional support during a crisis, share information and resources,
and are a crucial first step to victims starting on a path of healing and recovery.
No experience is necessary - VOI will provide 40 hours of volunteer training, reference
materials and ongoing learning opportunities - but you must be at least 21 and live in
or near Jefferson County CO.
For information about our Fall 2019 Victim Advocate Training please contact
Nicole at 303.202.2196 or VictimOutreachInfo@gmail.com
To learn more about VOI please visit our website at victimoutreach.org

Wheat Ridge
Art League

@victimoutreachinc

Questions? (303) 205-7500
www.rootedinfun.com

@victim_outreach
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A Message from Chief Brennan
Dear Community Member,

Exceptional
People
Providing
Exceptional
Service!

After 42-years
in law enforcement serving the
Lakewood and
Wheat
Ridge
communities, my
retirement was
effective on July
Dan Brennan 19, 2019. While I
am excited about
the new opportunities retirement
presents, this decision is bittersweet.
In reflecting upon my career, I realize
how blessed I have been to work in two
outstanding law enforcement agencies
and communities.
Several people have asked me what
I will miss about my job. The first
thing I will miss is the people. Law
enforcement officers are serviceoriented people. They got into this
profession to serve you and their
community. Policing is an honorable
profession, and police officers sacrifice
a great deal to make all of us safer. I will
miss the opportunities to work with
community members and stakeholders
in order to make this community a

safer place to live, work, and play. I
have met committed people who make
Wheat Ridge special through their
passion for our community. Lastly, I
will miss my interactions with elected
officials and city staff. I have worked
with two city managers, both strong
leaders with a vision for the city. The
city employees with whom I’ve worked
are a committed and dedicated group
of people who strive to provide quality
services to residents as well as visitors
to our city.
I think I’m most proud of establishing an organizational philosophy
around community policing and
problem-solving, and implementing
a procedural justice model. In
addition, I created the TLC (Traffic,
Life, Quality, and Crime) program
which engages neighborhoods to talk
about the issues encountered every
day in our community. Our outreach
efforts also have include community
forums, National Night Out, the Child
Safety Fair, the Community Advisory
Group, and Coffee with a Cop allow
us to engage and have a dialogue with
citizens about what is working and not
working in their neighborhoods.

The Wheat Ridge Police Department
has in place the best business practices
in law enforcement. We achieved this
by becoming a nationally accredited
agency through the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies, Inc. The department has
also been a leader in law enforcement
collaboration evidenced by the
regionalization of the West Metro SWAT
Team, forensic crime scene services,
the crime lab, the consolidated 911
communications center (Jeffcom911),
and a Records Management System
consortium. These efforts have
resulted in improved service delivery
to our community, a reduction in the
duplication of systems and technology,
as well as cost savings.
As you can tell, I am proud of the
men and women of the Wheat Ridge
Police Department and what they have
accomplished. It is now time for the city
to find a new chief who can continue to
move the department forward. I plan
to remain in the community, spend
more time with my family, find a new
purpose, and continue to find ways to
serve. Thank you for all of your support
over the years,

WRPD Appoints Dave Pickett as Interim Chief
On July 19, 2019, Chief Dan Brennan retired after 42 years of service in law enforcement and the
City will conduct a national search for a new chief
later this summer.

Dave Pickett

While that process is underway, Division Chief
Dave Pickett has been appointed Interim Chief.
Pickett currently oversees the Support Services
Division which includes Investigations, Evidence,
Crime Analysis, Training, Accreditation, and
Records. Pickett began his career as a Patrol Officer
in 1984 and soon became a Field Training Officer.

As he worked his way through special assignments
and the ranks of Sergeant and Commander,
Pickett served 25 years on SWAT as well as more
than 30 years as a skills instructor. Through his
experience with the First Judicial District Critical
Incident Response Team, Pickett has become a
recognized expert in the area of officer involved
shooting investigations. Pickett currently serves
on the Leadership Jefferson County Steering
Committee and leads the department support for
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.

Letter of Commendation
Presented to Ofﬁcer Wardell
On July 20, 2017, Wheat Ridge
Police Officers were dispatched to
assist the Arvada Fire Protection
District after they observed
a vehicle in the driveway of a
private home that was on fire with
someone inside. Upon arrival,
officers observed a black Dodge
Ram truck with fire damage on
its front end. Near the truck was
a male who told officers his wife had set the truck on fire
while he was inside as their 6-year old son stood near by.

Congratulations to all of our new recruits who have graduated from the Police Academy. Chief
Dan Brennan performs the swearing in.
Cody Mitchell • Taylor Evans • Christopher Delaney • Terah Hooper • Megan Bennett
Daniel Reshew • Brian Mikolajczak • Blakely Brown • Patrick Reardon

Corporal Tony Wardell remained with the child to
coordinate the investigation with Human Services. Thanks
to the efforts of Corporal Wardell the child maintained his
positive view of law enforcement and the criminal justice
system throughout the investigation and prosecution.
Corporal Wardell's testimony was crucial to the child
competency hearing and he provided an exceptional level
of safety and compassion to a child in a traumatic event.
His performance was conducted in a manner that others
should be encouraged to emulate. For exemplary actions
during this critical incident, Corporal Tony Wardell was
awarded a Letter of Commendation.
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Summertime is Prime Time for Vehicle Theft
During the summer, car thefts
are at their highest throughout the
country. The National Highway
Safety Administration and the Wheat
Ridge Crime Prevention Team urge
car owners to take several commonsense steps to prevent vehicles
from becoming a statistic. First and
foremost, take the key. Never leave it
in or on the vehicle, even in the garage.
Close and lock all windows and doors
when leaving the vehicle, including
after parking in the driveway, and
park in well-lit areas if possible. Also,
don’t leave any valuables in plain
sight.
A motor vehicle is stolen every 41
seconds in the United States, and
more than 765,000 drivers fall victim
to vehicle theft each year.
“Lock your doors, even in your
own driveway. Thieves are looking for
easy access and will likely move on
if your vehicle is locked,” said Crime
Prevention Sergeant Bobbi Dawkins.
“Never leave valuables inside your
car, especially if they can be seen from
outside the vehicle.”
Thieves target vehicles; car parts
such as radios and engines; and
personal valuables inside the vehicle
including cell phones, laptops, wallets
and purses.
Thieves are also looking not only
to steal whole vehicles, but are also
interested in parts, like mechanical

Treat yo ur
little lady to
a night she
w o n’t forget!

components, sheet metal including
doors and fenders, air bags, audio
and navigation systems, cell phones,
iPads, laptops and purses. To
minimize the risk of theft, equip the
vehicle with an anti-theft system, a
vehicle immobilizer, and accessory
safeguards like locking lug nuts.
Also, there are a number of vehicle
recovery systems either incorporated
in satellite radio or installed as
concierge systems that can help locate
the vehicle in the event of a theft.
In Colorado, residents and visitors
enjoying local parks and trailheads
should be especially vigilant, hiding
valuables out of sight and locking car
doors. If possible leave valuables at
home or carry them along on the trail.
If a victim of vehicle theft, contact
the police immediately to file a report.
This police report or case number
will be necessary when making an
insurance claim, which should be
completed within 24 hours. Keep
a copy of the license plate number
and vehicle identification number
separate from the car. Officers will
request the make, model, and color
of the vehicle as well as any other
distinguishing characteristics of the
vehicle itself.
If the vehicle is found by someone
other than the authorities, notify both
the police and the insurance company
immediately.

Daddy

Daughter

$40
per couple

Dance
-All Ages-

Pardon our
dust!
Wheat Ridge Recreation Center:

CLOSED AUG. 19-23
Active Adult Center:

This magical event
includes dinner, dessert,
dancing, photo, corsage,
and fun activities. Come
dressed to impress!

CLOSED
AUG. 26-30

Saturday, Sept 28
5:30-7:30pm
(Dinner starts 5:45pm)

www.rootedinfun.com
Register online: #321500-01

We’ll be deep cleaning and updating
facilities for you! For more info visit:

www.rootedinfun.com
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from the City Treasurer
Does the State of
Colorado Have Your
Unclaimed Property?
The unclaimed property
program is run by the
Colorado State Treasurer’s
office and is responsible for
reuniting Coloradans with
their lost or forgotten assets. Chris Miller
Currently there are more City Treasurer
than 1.7 million people
and businesses eligible to
claim property. Lost track of a bank account, stock
certificate or dividend, or a retirement account?
Misplaced a tax refund check, reimbursement,
or forgot to cash a paycheck? The bank, business
or local government agency is required by law to
report and forward those assets to the unclaimed
property program.
To check for unclaimed property, go to the
State of Colorado's website. Click on Search

for Unclaimed Property and enter your name.
There are thousands of unclaimed properties
with addresses based in Wheat Ridge. Proof will
need to be submitted but this can be easily done
online. There is also an option to submit paper
copies through the mail but this isn’t necessary.
I submitted a claim for unclaimed property
belonging to the City of Wheat Ridge that totaled
more than $950. Not too shabby for a few minutes
of work online!
A caution: There are asset recovery companies
that claim they can help reunite owners with
unclaimed property, but for a hefty fee. Some
asset recovery services are also placing unsolicited
telephone calls with a promise to recoup unclaimed
property. Despite what may be “aggressive” tactics
that you must “act now”, never give out personal
information such as your social security number
or driver’s license number, and never pay for these
services upfront. In fact, you don’t need to use
them at all because you can do all of this for free on
the state’s website.

Get Your Passport to
Wheat Ridge

Pictured L to R: Chuck Sprague, Wheat Ridge High
School STEM Director; Derek Latham, Harlen Street
Rumble and 44th Avenue Cruise Volunteer; and TM
Seyfer and Troy Seyfer, Coordinators of the Harlan
Street Rumble and 44th Ave. Cruise present a $2,500
donation to the Wheat Ridge STEM program. The
donation comes from proceeds of the 2018 Harlan
Street Rumble and 44th Ave. Cruise. The check
was presented at the STEM programs annual gala
dinner.

In honor of the City’s 50th Birthday,
the first Wheat Ridge Police Department
Patrol Car, Unit 1, is being restored. Watch
for its debut at the Carnation Festival
Parade. To help fund the repairs, the City
and Localworks have created a Passport
to Wheat Ridge. The Passport includes
discount coupons as well as ads and
information about Localworks and City
events. Passports are available for $25 at
http://bit.ly/WRPassport, in person at City
Hall, or at special events. All proceeds go
to the restoration of Unit 1 and to WRPD
programs including National Night Out,
the Child Safety Fair, and Operation Blue
Santa. Pick one up today! Special thanks to
the Unit 1 sponsor Seyfer Automotive.

Special Thanks to Wheat Ridge 50th Anniversary Sponsors
Presenting Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Unit 1 Sponsor

Silver Sponsor:

Wazee Partners
Copper Sponsors:
1st Bank • Mahnke Autobody & Collision Ctr • West 29th Restaurant & Bar
Bronze Sponsors:
Applewood Business Association • Former Mayor Gretchen Cerveny
Optimist Club of Wheat Ridge • PG Construction
West Metro Chamber of Commerce • Wheat Ridge Business Association

Protecting Lives
and Property
from Flooding
There are several things that home and business
owners can do to prepare for, manage during, and
take action after a flood:
Before a Flood:
• Buy flood insurance to cover the house and
contents. Renters can get contents insurance
for belongings at just a few dollars a month.
• Elevate the house above the flood elevation
to reduce the risk of being flooded. Federal
programs are available to help.
• Elevate furnaces, water heaters, and electrical
panels above the flood elevation to reduce the
risk of having expensive repairs.
• Seal basement walls with water proofing to
reduce seepage.
• For more information on preparing for flood to
reduce risk and the cost of flood insurance, visit
floodsmart.gov
During a Flood:
• Listen to instructions from emergency services
regarding the need to evacuate.
• Do not walk through moving water. Six inches
of fast moving water is all it takes to sweep most
people away.
• Do not drive through floodwaters, six inches
can cause loss of control or stall most cars,
12 inches will float most vehicles, two feet of
moving water will sweep away almost any
vehicle.
After a Flood
• Avoid floodwaters, they are often contaminated.
Also, do not use tap water unless the water
district has announced that it is safe.
• Wait to return home until the authorities have
announced that it is safe, some buildings may
not be safe to enter.
• If damage has occurred, build back smarter by
obtaining building and floodplain permits to
ensure that any repair or reconstruction meets
the code requirements to reduce the potential
for future damage.
For additional information, visit the City’s
floodplain
webpage
atci.wheatridge.co.us/
flood or contact Mark Westberg, the Floodplain
Administrator, at 303-235-2863 or mwestberg@
ci.wheatridge.co.us.
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www.wearelocalworks.org

LOCALWORKS’ RIDGEFEST
Returns to Ridge at 38

MID-CENTURY/
MID MOD HOME TOUR
Offers a Look at the
Unexpected

Celebrate Wheat Ridge and its one of a kind charm
at RidgeFest. This full day of fun for the whole family
will be held Saturday, September 7 from 3-9 p.m.,
in the heart of the Ridge at 38 district. Localworks’
RidgeFest is a free event highlighting the unique
character and culture of Wheat Ridge.

organized the Chalk Art Fest with the support of
the Wheat Ridge Cultural Commission. Again this
year, the artists will work all morning and afternoon
to create works of art. From 3-6 p.m., RidgeFest
attendees will witness the artists finishing their
pieces. After 6 p.m., attendees can view the finished
work. For a full schedule of RidgeFest events, visit
Ridgeat38.com.

The event will feature four bluegrass bands, a
classic car show, vendors, food trucks, local beer,
lots of kids’ activities and more. This year’s headliner,
The Railsplitters, will take the stage at 7:15 p.m.

Those interested in showing off their classic car
can learn more at Ridgeat38.com. Sponsorship
and volunteer opportunities are also still
available. Contact Carolyn Doran at CDoran@
WeAreLocalworks.org for more information.

Back by popular demand is the Chalk Art Fest.
Wheat Ridge resident, Olivia McLeod has a passion
for chalk art, and last year, she and her family

Localworks’ Mid-Century and Modern Home
Tour on Saturday, September 28, 2019, from 1 – 5
p.m. is an open house tour that allows mid-century
and modern enthusiasts to view five spectacular
homes either built in the 1950s and early ‘60s or
newly built in a modern style. Each home features
its own striking and unique design. The tour attracts
people from all over the region hoping to spend a
nostalgic afternoon and even gain some inspiration
for their own homes. The tour also includes an
afterparty at Modmood and RETRO Consignment,
a mid-century and modern furniture store in Wheat
Ridge and Platinum Sponsor of the event. The tour
is limited to 400 tickets and has sold out in the past,
so those interested in participating are encouraged
to get their tickets early. To learn more and find tour
tickets go online to WeAreLocalworks.org.

WHEAT RIDGE TRUNK OR TREAT
Moves to Lutheran Medical Center

On Saturday, October 26, 2019, local businesses,
police officers, firefighters, and community members
will come together at a new location, Lutheran
Medical Center, for Localworks’ Trunk or Treat – a
fun and safe trick-or-treat experience for kids and
their families. Owners will decorate their cars and
trucks with creative disguises to delight kids of all ages
and distribute candy or small items like pencils and
stickers. Attendees vote on the Best Decorated Car
and the top three winners receive prizes.
This year, the event has moved to accommodate the
larger crowd sizes. It will take place in the parking lot at
the Pediatrics West building in the Lutheran Medical
Center complex (3555 N Lutheran Parkway). The
event runs from 4 to 6 p.m. Sponsorship opportunities
are available for Trunk or Treat. For more information
visit RidgeAt38.com or call Carolyn Doran at (720)
259-1030.
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WRPD Participate in Two Recent
Fundraising Events
Tip a Cop is an annual event held at the Wheat Ridge Chili’s Restaurant. Officers wait on tables and all
tips and donations go to support Colorado Special Olympics.
Putt Your Stuff is another annual fundraiser for Jefferson County Mental Health. WRPD Blue Bombers,
led by Sergeant Scott Jungclaus, fielded a team of talented putt putt golfers to help raise money for a
great cause.

Officers are “citing” local children who wear safety
helmets to bike, scooter or skateboard with tickets
for free ice cream at Wheat Ridge Dairy Queen
locations.

Officer Krista Cuney, Detectives Justin Paugh and Brad
With, and Sergeant Jamie Watson with Special Olympics
athletes at the annual Tip a Cop event.

Officer Malloy and his daughter, CSO
Supervisor Schroeder and his wife, and PIO
Spaulding and her husband.

Officer Holiday enjoys cooling off with lemonade
offered by Wheat Ridge kids.

Cody and Tag want you to know:

All dogs must be licensed in
Jefferson County
Microchipping and licensing pets
gives our furry friends lots of reasons to
celebrate. It helps lost pets return home
and licensing fees go directly to Foothills
Animal Shelter to continue their mission
of helping animals in need.

Dog licensing is available at Foothills
Animal Shelter or Wheat Ridge Police
or additional locations and more
information is available on the Foothills
Shelter website and the WRPD Animal
Control webpage.

Licensing a dog (aged 4 months and
older) helps reunite animals with their
families faster if they become lost. In
addition, licensing keeps the community
safer by ensuring dogs with licenses are
current on their rabies vaccinations.
Foothills Animal Shelter also relies on
licensing dollars to support their work as
they care for more than 12,000 animals
per year.

The Wheat Ridge Police Department's
Community Services Officers strictly
enforce the licensing program. Pet owners
without current dog license tags who
are contacted by a Community Services
Officer will receive a summons and are
required to appear in court and pay any
fines.
The annual license fee for a spayed/
neutered and unaltered dog is just $20.

Questions? Call the Community
Services Team message line at 303-2352926.
Dog licenses are available for purchase
at the City of Wheat Ridge Police
Department, Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. located at 7500
West 29th Avenue. Cash or checks only.
When purchasing a license the
dog owner must provide a current
rabies vaccination certificate from a
veterinarian's office.
Licenses may be purchased online at
petdata.com

