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1.0 INTRODUCTION
This technical report summarizes the water quality and water resources in the study area. It describes the
impacts of the Proposed Action on these resources, which are used for drinking, recreation, agriculture,
and wildlife habitat, and the mitigation measures for those impacts.
The following analysis was conducted in compliance with the Clean Water Act and the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment’s Total Maximum Daily Loads database was consulted.
Additionally, all Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System and New Development and Redevelopment
guidelines were followed.

1.1

Where is the project located?

1.1.1 Background
Wadsworth Boulevard (Wadsworth), also
known as State Highway (SH) 121,
stretches 25.6 miles between C-470 and
US 36. As a regional north-south
connector, it links the City of Wheat Ridge
(Wheat Ridge) to the neighboring cities of
Arvada and Lakewood (Figure 1). The
Denver Regional Council of Governments
(DRCOG) designates Wadsworth a major
regional arterial and a future enhanced
transit corridor (DRCOG, 2017).

Figure 1. Regional Location Map of the City of
Wheat Ridge, Colorado

The Wadsworth corridor carries a lot of
north-south traffic in the study area
between 35th Avenue and I-70, with an
average daily traffic count of around
45,000 vehicles. Approximately 85
percent of this traffic is through trips
(people traveling through the corridor); and 15 percent is local trips (people who begin or end their trip on
or near the corridor) (City of Wheat Ridge, 2015).
Currently, the corridor between 35th Avenue and I-70 has two travel lanes in each direction with
unrestricted left-turns, except at signalized intersections at 38th Avenue, 3 Acre Lane, and 44th Avenue,
where there are single left-turn lanes (Figure 2). Peak hour movements at the signalized intersections of
38th Avenue and 44th Avenue exceed existing capacity, resulting in substantial vehicle delays. There are
dedicated right-turn lanes at some street intersections and businesses. Most of the corridor lacks
sidewalks and there are no suitable bicycle facilities. There are several bus stops along the corridor for
the Regional Transportation District (RTD) Route 76 with major transfer points at 38th Avenue and 44th
Avenue.
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1.1.2 PEL Study
Wheat Ridge and the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) want to improve the Wadsworth
corridor from 35th Avenue to its connection with Interstate 70 (I-70) to add vehicular capacity, improve
safety, develop the multimodal facilities, and standardize access to properties along the corridor. Wheat
Ridge has explored the future of the Wadsworth corridor in numerous plans, including the Wadsworth
Corridor Subarea Plan (City of Wheat Ridge, 2007), Envision Wheat Ridge Comprehensive Plan (City of
Wheat Ridge, 2009), and three urban renewal plans. In 2015 Wheat Ridge completed the Wadsworth
Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study (City of Wheat Ridge, 2015), which established a
Purpose and Need for the
Figure 2. Environmental Assessment Study Area
improvements, documented existing
conditions, and evaluated several
alternatives.
The PEL Study identified four primary
needs within the corridor to be
addressed:

 Poor traffic operations.
 Lack of access management.
 Lack of multimodal access and
accommodations.

 Safety concerns.

1.2 Environmental
Assessment
In 2016 the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the widening of
Wadsworth between 35th Avenue
and I-70 was initiated. It evaluates
improvements to a 1.4-mile segment
of Wadsworth from 35th Avenue (Mile
Marker 15.3) to the I-70 interchange
(Mile Marker 16.7) which is entirely
within the City of Wheat Ridge,
Jefferson County, Colorado. The
study area is shown in Figure 2. It is
located in a high-density urban
environment with a mix of residential,
commercial, light industrial, and
transportation uses.
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The PEL Study was sufficiently recent, within five years of the completion date of the PEL, that much of
its information and findings were used in the EA. The EA uses the DRCOG 2040 Compass Travel
Demand Model to be consistent with the 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan (CDOT, 2015).
During the process for the EA, unresolved issues from the PEL were reexamined:

 The number and spacing of signals in the PEL Study Final Recommended Alternative.
 Concern over whether the design adequately provided for vehicular capacity to meet 2040 traffic
volumes at the intersections of 38th and 44th Avenues.

 The confirmation of potentially eligible historic properties and the evaluation of design modifications to
avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts to those properties.
The EA reconsidered some of the alternatives that were not advanced during the PEL Study process and
incorporated continuous flow intersection designs at 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue. When this type of
continuous flow intersection was compared to other intersection options, it had more corridor throughput,
better intersection Level of Service (LOS), reduced right-of-way impacts, and comparable crossing
features for pedestrians and bicycles. The process that addressed the three unresolved issues from the
PEL Study is documented in the Wadsworth Boulevard Widening Transition from PEL to NEPA Summary
Report (HDR, 2017) that is included as an appendix to the Wadsworth Boulevard Widening
Environmental Assessment and Section 4(f) Evaluation (CDOT, 2019a).
The EA fully evaluates the environmental impacts associated with both of the alternatives, and specifies
mitigation. It also documents the public and agency involvement conducted for the NEPA process.

1.3

What is the purpose and need for the project?

The purpose of the Wadsworth Boulevard Widening project is to transform Wadsworth from 35th Avenue
to I-70 into a multimodal facility that enhances traffic operations, improves access management and
multimodal accommodations, and supports the vision of a livable, walkable mixed-use corridor
The needs include the following:

 Poor traffic operations. This corridor experiences high levels of congestion during peak periods on
weekdays affect travel reliability, transit reliability, emergency vehicle response times, air pollution; and
motorist, pedestrian and bicyclist safety. Buses stopping in one of the two north or south through lanes
increase vehicular delays during peak periods. Peak hour movements at the signalized intersections of
38th Avenue and 44th Avenue currently operate over capacity, resulting in vehicle delays and poor
LOS. In 2015, the average intersection delay is 93 seconds. In 2040, that would be projected to
increase to 148 seconds.

 Lack of access management. There are over 70 commercial and residential driveways along this
corridor. Many of the driveways are wider than necessary or wider than currently allowed by state and
local standards. The high number of driveways increases congestion on the corridor as vehicles
accelerate and decelerate to turn in and out of the driveways, affecting overall corridor efficiency. The
access points become locations of potential conflict between vehicles and pedestrians and bicyclists.
Lack of sight distance at access points along the corridor has also been identified as a safety concern,
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both for motorist visibility of other vehicles and of pedestrians and bicyclists. There are also no medians
in the corridor to restrict turning movements onto and off of Wadsworth, except for small medians close
to the major intersections of 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue.

 Lack of multimodal access and accommodations. The existing boulevard area lacks facilities
and amenities for pedestrians, bicycles, and transit users and is not consistent with street cross section
recommendations included in the Wadsworth Corridor Subarea Plan (City of Wheat Ridge, 2007), or
the standards in the City of Wheat Ridge Streetscape Design Manual (City of Wheat Ridge, 2011).
Pedestrians and bicyclists are discouraged from using Wadsworth because of this lack of facilities,
combined with high vehicular traffic volumes, a posted speed limit of 40 miles per hour (mph), and the
large number of conflict points at driveways.
Sidewalks are intermittent and inconsistent and pedestrians have only three locations to cross the
corridor to access destinations on Wadsworth and nearby side streets. There are no bicycle facilities
along the corridor or within the study area. In addition, there are no nearby parallel north-south
continuous routes for bicyclists.
Although a number of bus stops are located along the corridor, pedestrian access to and between
transit stops is unsafe and inefficient. Transit stops are not conveniently located for transfers at 38th
Avenue and 44th Avenue and are not associated with existing and future centers of land use activity.

 Safety concerns. Safety is a concern along this corridor for all modes of travel—vehicular,
pedestrian, bicycle, and transit. The 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue intersections are two of the three
highest vehicular crash locations in Wheat Ridge. Crash data collected from CDOT for 2013 to 2017
revealed 1,123 crashes in the study area (CDOT, 2019b). This results in a crash rate of 7.81 crashes
per million vehicle miles. This is significantly higher than the CDOT average of 2.76 for this roadway
type.
CDOT 2012 data show that over 55 percent of crashes occur at driveways or intersections. Rear-end
crashes accounted for two-thirds of these, and most of them entailed property damage only (not injury
or death), which is indicative of congested conditions and a high number of access points. Many nearmisses have also been anecdotally reported by the public and Wheat Ridge staff.
Sidewalks are non-existent in some places, forcing pedestrians to walk along informal dirt paths or
through parking lots. This encourages pedestrians to cross Wadsworth wherever it is convenient rather
than at one of the few signalized intersections. There are narrow, substandard median islands, some
raised and some just painted, along Wadsworth, which pedestrians are frequently seen using as a
refuge. Based in part because of the distance between signalized intersections, the lack of sidewalks,
and the presence of substandard medians, pedestrians unsafely jaywalk across Wadsworth,
particularly between 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue. Pedestrian safety is a particular concern both
along and across the corridor. In October 6, 2017, a child was killed running across the street in the
4300 block of Wadsworth, highlighting the dangerous conditions that exist for pedestrians along this
corridor.
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What are the alternatives?

1.4.1 No-Action Alternative
The No-Action Alternative would not change the existing 1.4-mile corridor. It would include currently
programmed improvements, such as an asphalt overlay and traffic signal upgrades, but remain as
follows:

 Four through lanes with a striped median for left-turning traffic and left-turn lanes at signalized
intersections at 38th Avenue, 3 Acre Lane, and 44th Avenue.

 Continuous right-turn lane northbound between 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue.
 Raised medians north and south of the intersections at 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue.
 More than 80 unrestricted access points many of which are not designed to current standards.
 Discontinuous and often very narrow sidewalks.
 No suitable bicycle facilities and bus stops without full sidewalk access.
 LOS F during both AM and PM peak periods in 2040 at the intersections of 38th Avenue and 44th
Avenue, and travel time during the PM peak period between 35th Avenue and 46th Avenue would be
approximately 8 minutes.

1.4.2 Proposed Action
The Proposed Action includes elements that add vehicular capacity, improve safety, develop the
multimodal facilities, and standardize access to properties along the corridor. The main elements of the
Proposed Action are illustrated in Figure 3. Details about specific improvements follow.
The Proposed Action would add a third 11-foot lane in both directions with a raised center median from
35th Avenue to I-70, reconfigure intersections, and consolidate access points. Additionally, the Proposed
Action typical section would include a 10-foot-wide sidewalk and an 8-foot-wide amenity zone separating
the sidewalk from the roadway on the west side of the road. The amenity zone provides a buffer between
the sidewalk and the travel lanes and provides space for landscaping, street and pedestrian lighting,
transit amenities, etc. On the east side of the road, a 10- to 12-foot multiuse path and an 8-foot-wide
amenity zone is proposed. The multiuse path would tie into the Clear Creek Trail at the north end of the
study area.
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Figure 3. Proposed Action Typical Features
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Typical Section
Under the Proposed Action, Wadsworth would be widened to six through travel lanes (three northbound
and three southbound) with a raised center median the length of the corridor that would be hardscaped in
most locations and landscaped where feasible. A typical section of the Proposed Action is shown in
Figure 4. Dimensions would vary in certain areas to reduce property impacts.

Figure 4. Proposed Action Typical Section

Access Management
Numerous access points would be consolidated to improve the traffic operations of the roadway, create
better signal spacing, and improve pedestrian and bicyclist safety. The more noticeable improvements
would be:

 More than one-third of the existing residential and business driveways would be removed, partially
restricted, or consolidated to become a single access shared by adjacent properties or businesses.
Most business accesses would change to right-in/right-out access because of the new raised median
on Wadsworth.

 The traffic signal at 3 Acre Lane would be moved to 41st Avenue and would provide full access to
Wadsworth from properties east and west of the corridor in this area.

 47th Avenue west of Wadsworth would become a 3/4 movement access allowing right-in, right-out, and
left-in turns from the south.

 48th Avenue east of Wadsworth would be converted to a cul-de-sac with no direct access to
Wadsworth; and a new driveway access for the 4800 Wadsworth office building would become a 3/4
movement allowing right-in/right-out access and left-in turns from the north.
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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Intersections
Continuous Flow Intersections
The intersections of Wadsworth with 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue would remain signalized, fullmovement intersections but be reconfigured into continuous flow intersections. A continuous flow
intersection is an innovative design that improves safety and traffic operations by redirecting left-turns.
Instead of turning left from the center lane at the intersection, left-turning vehicles would cross the
oncoming traffic lanes about a block prior to reaching the intersection. The left-turning vehicles would wait
on the far left side of the road behind a raised median and be given a signal to turn when the through
traffic is moving. Because the left-turns are accommodated by the continuous flow intersections, they
would be prohibited at the main intersection. Other than the continuous flow intersections, the
intersections would have conventional through lanes, northbound and southbound right-turn lanes, and
raised medians. An illustration is shown in Figure 5. Overhead signage in the median would provide
additional direction for drivers to navigate these intersections.

Figure 5. Displaced Left-turn Movements at a Continuous Flow Intersection

Other Intersection Improvements
There would be conventional pedestrian crosswalks at 38th Avenue, 41st Avenue, and 44th Avenue.
Crosswalks with pedestrian-actuated signals would be installed at 36th Avenue, 39th Avenue, and 4300
Wadsworth in the east-west direction when the projected pedestrian volumes meet warrants. At these
three locations, the center median would be wide enough to provide a refuge for pedestrians and
bicyclists.
Table 2 summarizes the characteristics of the intersections in the Proposed Action.
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Table 1. Existing and Proposed Intersection and Pedestrian Crossing Features
Intersection
35th Avenue
36th Avenue

38th Avenue

39th Avenue

41st Avenue

3 Acre Lane

4300
Wadsworth

Existing

Proposed

 Unsignalized, full movement
 No crosswalks

 Unsignalized, full movement
 No crosswalks

 Wadsworth through movement only
 Left out and right out only from 36th
Avenue

 Signalized for left-turns to:
o Westbound 38th Avenue from
Wadsworth to continuous flow
intersection lane
o West side property driveway
 Right-out only from 36th Avenue
 Signalized crosswalk for crossing
Wadsworth

 Signalized, full movement.
 Protected pedestrian crossing in all
directions

 Full-movement intersection with left-turn
lanes outside the through lanes on
Wadsworth
 Signalized pedestrian crossing in all
directions
 North-south bicycle crossing on east side

 Unsignalized
 Left-turns prohibited from
westbound 39th to northbound
Wadsworth

 Signalized for left-turns to:
o Westbound 38th Avenue from
Wadsworth to continuous flow
intersection lane
o East side property driveway
 Left-turns from 39th to Wadsworth
prohibited
 Signalized crosswalk for crossing
Wadsworth
 Unsignalized crosswalks for north and
south pedestrian and bicycle crossings

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Eastbound 41st Avenue stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 Signalized, full movement
 Protected pedestrian crossing in all
directions

 Signalized, full movement
 Protected pedestrian crossing in all
directions

 Unsignalized, right-in/right-out

 No intersection exists

 Signalized for left-turns to:
o Westbound 44th Avenue from
Wadsworth to continuous flow
intersection lane
o West side property driveway
 Signalized crosswalk for crossing
Wadsworth
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Table 1. Existing and Proposed Intersection and Pedestrian Crossing Features
Intersection
44th Avenue

45th Avenue

45th Place

46th Avenue

47th Avenue

48th Avenue

Existing

Proposed

 Signalized, full movement.
 Protected pedestrian crossing in all
directions

 Full movement intersection with left-turn
lanes outside the through lanes on
Wadsworth
 Signalized pedestrian crossing in all
directions.
 North-south bicycle crossing on east side.

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Westbound 45th Avenue stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 Signalized for left-turns to:
o Westbound 44th Avenue from
Wadsworth to continuous flow
intersection lane
o Access to eastbound 45th Avenue
 Left-turns from 45th Avenue to Wadsworth
prohibited
 Signalized crosswalk for crossing
Wadsworth
 Crosswalks for north and south pedestrian
and bicycle crossings east of Wadsworth

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Westbound 45th Place stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 Median in Wadsworth restricts movements
to right-in/right-out at 45th Place

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Westbound 46th Avenue stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 Median in Wadsworth restricts movements
to right-in/right-out at 46th Avenue

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Eastbound 47th Avenue stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 Median-controlled left-turn lane in
Wadsworth allows turn in to westbound
47th Avenue
 47th Avenue is right-in/right-out to and
from Wadsworth

 Unsignalized, three-leg intersection
 Westbound 48th Avenue stop
controlled at Wadsworth

 48th Avenue terminates in a cul-de-sac
and access to Wadsworth is eliminated
 Driveway access provided for 4800
Wadsworth office building

Multimodal Facilities
The Proposed Action would upgrade Wadsworth with a continuous multiuse path on the east side and
continuous sidewalk on the west side, both separated from traffic by a landscaped amenity zone or buffer.
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) compliant ramps would be provided at pedestrian
crossings.
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On the east side at the south end, the multiuse path would connect to the proposed neighborhood
bikeway on 35th Avenue. At the north end, the Clear Creek Trail connection would be upgraded from the
existing stair access to both stair and ADA ramp access.
The continuous flow intersections would require relocation of the bus stops on Wadsworth at 38th Avenue
and 44th Avenue to the receiving lanes for right-turns. This would allow standard curbside boarding and
alighting and reduce walking distance for the high volume of transfers to and from RTD Routes 38, 44
and 76. The Proposed Action would have bus queue jump lanes adjacent to the pedestrian islands for
both directions on Wadsworth at 38th Avenue and 44th Avenue.

Structures
The Proposed Action would have several retaining walls ranging from 70 to 300 feet long to avoid or
minimize parking and property impacts. The current design estimates the need for six small fill walls, all
less than 4 feet tall with hand rails where necessary. The eight locations anticipated to have the largest
walls are shown in Figure 6.

Drainage
The Proposed Action would include a new storm drainage system within the study area to capture and
convey stormwater to Clear Creek. A new water quality pond would be constructed on the east side of
Wadsworth near the connection to the Clear Creek Trail in CDOT’s right-of-way.

Figure 6. Eight Proposed Retaining Wall Locations and Water Quality Pond
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2.0 WHAT IS THE RECEIVING WATER BODY OF INTEREST?
The entire study area drains into Clear Creek, which is located at the northern limits of the study area
(Figure 7). Per review of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) online
water quality maps on September 17, 2018, Clear Creek is a 303(d) listed water for the following
impairments (CDPHE WQCC, 2018a):






E. coli
Sediment
Temperature
NH3 (ammonia)

Of the impairments listed above, sediment is the only one included on CDOT’s seven pollutants of
concern related to roadway runoff (CDOT, 2017a). There is no existing permanent water quality treatment
in the study area. Stormwater flows to and into Clear Creek without treatment.

3.0 ISSUES
There is no existing permanent water quality treatment in the study area, so stormwater runoff drains
directly to Clear Creek.
During construction, the primary concern is the increased potential for erosion from vegetation removal,
excavation, and grading activities. Post-construction, the primary concern is the increase in impervious
surface and the long-term maintenance of the permanent water quality features.

4.0 METHOD
The CDOT NEPA Manual (CDOT, 2017b) is the basis for determining whether or not water quality
modeling is required for the Proposed Action. Based on CDOT’s Water Quality Model Program Decision
Tree, contained in the CDOT NEPA Manual, it was determined that no modeling was necessary for the
Proposed Action.
Per the Water Quality Modeling Decision Tree, when a proposed action includes a small increase in
impervious surface (less than 1 acre), water quality modeling is not required. The impervious surface to
be constructed with this Proposed Action would replace existing impervious surface and would result in a
net increase of less than 1 acre. The small increase in impervious area would not significantly increase
pollutant loads flowing to Clear Creek nor would it cause a significant change in use or function of the
impervious area or potential pollutants. The roadway widening, sidewalks, and trails would serve similar
transportation-related functions as the existing driveways, parking areas, and sidewalks.
In addition to the CDOT NEPA Manual, CDPHE Regulation #38, CPDHE Regulation #93, and CDPHE’s
Clean Water: GIS Maps were reviewed to determine the beneficial uses and 303(d) impairments of Clear
Creek. All of CDPHE’s data was reviewed online in September 2018.
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Figure 7. Impaired Waters in the Study Area
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A water quality meeting was held with CDOT and Wheat Ridge staff to discuss applicable MS4 permit
requirements. Additional coordination occurred with Bill LaRow, City of Wheat Ridge Stormwater
Coordinator, to confirm Wheat Ridge MS4 permit renewal date and coverage of the permit.

5.0 CONTEXT SUMMARY
The beneficial uses for Clear Creek, per CDPHE Regulation #38, are agriculture, water supply, aquatic
life, and recreation (CDPHE WQCC, 2018b).
Per review of the CDPHE online water quality maps on September 17, 2018, Clear Creek is a 303(d)
listed water for the following impairments (CDPHE WQCC, 2018):






E. coli
Sediment
Temperature
NH3 (ammonia)

Of the impairments listed above, sediment is the only one, sediment, is included on CDOT’s seven
pollutants of concern related to roadway runoff (CDOT, 2017a). There is no existing permanent water
quality treatment in the study area. Stormwater flows to, and into, Clear Creek without treatment.

6.0 IMPACT SUMMARY
6.1

No-Action Alternative

The existing study area includes 23.4 acres of impervious area that drains to Clear Creek. This section of
Wadsworth and many of the adjacent developments do not have permanent water quality treatment.
Under the No-Action Alternative, no new impacts are anticipated, but untreated runoff would continue to
discharge directly to Clear Creek.

6.2

Proposed Action

6.2.1 Permanent Impacts
Water quality in Clear Creek will benefit from this Proposed Action.
The Proposed Action would increase the impervious area by less than 0.25 acre (1 percent) because of
the addition of roadway pavement, concrete sidewalks, and trail. The increase in impervious surface is
minor because a majority of the improvements would replace existing impervious surfaces dedicated to
other uses, such as sidewalks, driveways, and parking lots. The addition of impervious area would create
minor increases of the volume of stormwater runoff, possibly resulting in increased erosion and pollutant
loads that would drain to Clear Creek.

6.2.2 Construction Impacts
Temporary impacts during construction include an increased potential for erosion during ground
disturbing activities. Land-disturbing activities, including existing pavement demolition, grading,
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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excavation, and other construction activities create opportunities for erosion within the study area and
discharge of sediment to Clear Creek. Spills, such as petroleum products during refueling operations,
could reach local waterways and impact water quality.

7.0 MITIGATION STRATEGIES
The applicable mitigation measures for water quality in the study area are listed in Table 2. The following
are preliminary strategies for mitigation of impacts and are subject to change. Final mitigation measures
will be defined in the NEPA Decision Document.
Impacts were avoided and/or minimized to the extent practicable. The overall cross section was reduced,
which reduced the amount of new impervious surface. The proposed water quality pond will provide longterm water quality treatment. The water quality pond will be maintained by the City of Wheat Ridge.
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Table 2. Summary of Impacts and Mitigation
Mitigation
Category

Impact

Mitigation Commitment From Source Document

Responsible
Branch

Timing/Phase
that Mitigation
will be
Implemented

Water
Quality

Minimal increased
stormwater runoff from new
pavement.

A new storm drain system will capture and collect runoff.

City of Wheat
Ridge,
Contractor

Pre-construction

Water
Quality

A permanent water quality
pond would capture and
treat existing stormwater as
well as increased runoff
providing water quality
improvement.

The water quality pond will have a beneficial impact on
water quality so no mitigation is required.

City of Wheat
Ridge

Construction

Water
Quality

Potential for spills, erosion,
discharge of sediment, and
other water quality
problems during
construction.

Wheat Ridge will prepare and implement a Stormwater
Management Plan detailing how and where temporary best
management practices will be used before, during and
after construction, including compliance monitoring.

City of Wheat
Ridge
Contractor

Pre-construction,
During
Construction

A Spill Response Plan will be developed and implemented
for the construction site that will establish standard
operating procedures and required employee training to
minimize the accidental release of pollutants that that
could contaminate stormwater runoff.
A Colorado Discharge Permit System Stormwater
Construction permit from the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment will be obtained prior to
construction.
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Table 2. Summary of Impacts and Mitigation
Mitigation
Category
Water
Quality

Impact

Potential for temporary
impacts to the wetland in
Johnson Park during
construction.

Mitigation Commitment From Source Document

Construction staging and materials stockpiling shall be
located greater than 50 feet from the edge of wetlands or
the edge of Clear Creek, when possible, to avoid
disturbance of vegetation and to prevent pollutant
discharges into sensitive habitats. Specific locations will be
determined during construction planning and, considering
the narrowness of the corridor and limited areas available,
this buffer may need to be reduced.

Responsible
Branch
City of Wheat
Ridge,
Contractor

Timing/Phase
that Mitigation
will be
Implemented
Pre-Construction,
During
Construction

The Contractor shall propose in writing, at least 5 days
prior, any staging or stockpiling areas that will infringe on
the 50-foot environmental buffer from Clear Creek,
wetlands or sensitive areas. The Engineer will evaluate the
request, in coordination with the CDOT R1 Landscape
Architect, and either accept or deny the request.
If this buffer is not achievable, CDOT will consider the
placement of materials closer to the edge of wetlands or
the edge of water and identify appropriate additional BMPs
that will be required to minimize disturbance of vegetation
and prevent pollutant discharges into sensitive habitats.
BMPs will be determined on a site-by-site basis and any
modifications will require CDOT environmental staff
approval.
Equipment shall be refueled within designated refueling
containment area away from Clear Creek and wetlands.
The refueling containment area shall be located greater
than 100 horizontal feet away from Clear Creek, wetlands
and other sensitive environmental areas.
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Table 2. Summary of Impacts and Mitigation
Mitigation
Category
Water
Quality

Impact

Potential of exposure to
hazardous materials

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Mitigation Commitment From Source Document

Contractors and workers shall comply with CDOT’s latest
Revision of Section 250 Environmental, Health and Safety
Management, Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge
Construction.

Responsible
Branch
City of Wheat
Ridge,
Contractor

Timing/Phase
that Mitigation
will be
Implemented
Pre-Construction,
During
Construction
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8.0 AGENCY AND CDOT COORDINATION
The study team held environmental resource and agency scoping meetings at the start of the study and
addressed specific issues, as needed, at regular issues coordination meetings held throughout the study.
Documentation of the regular issues coordination meetings is included in the Agency Coordination
appendix to the Wadsworth Boulevard Widening Environmental Assessment and Section 4(f) Evaluation
(CDOT, 2019a).
A water quality meeting was held with CDOT and Wheat Ridge staff to discuss applicable MS4 permit
requirements. Additional coordination occurred with Bill LaRow, City of Wheat Ridge Stormwater
Coordinator, to confirm Wheat Ridge MS4 permit renewal date and coverage of the permit.
Documentation of this meeting is included in the Agency Coordination appendix to the Wadsworth
Boulevard Widening Environmental Assessment and Section 4(f) Evaluation

9.0 PERMITS
The following permits are anticipated:

 CDPHE Water Quality Control Division Colorado Discharge Permit System (Stormwater Construction
Permit)

 City of Wheat Ridge Grading Permit
These permits will be obtained by the City of Wheat Ridge prior to advertisement. These permits will be
transferred to the Contractor prior to any construction at the site.
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