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Businesses of the Year

Infinitus Pie and
Personal Achievement Martial Arts
Reinvestment Award

Fruitdale School Lofts
Cultural Commission Award

Sweet Ridge Studios
City Council Partnership Award

Britta Fisher, former ED Localworks
Mayor’s Partnership Award

WR City Manager Patrick Goff
WRBA Rising Star Award

Brandy and Amber Zamudio
WRBA Member of the Year

Jadon Wiens
Wheat Ridge Chamber Business of the Year

Pearman Law Firm
Wheat Ridge Chamber Outstanding
Volunteer member

Business in the City of
Wheat Ridge is hot! That was
the theme for this year’s Annual
Awards Breakfast with gifts of
hot sauce and hot mitts provided to
guests. The event was hosted by the City of
Wheat Ridge, Wheat Ridge Business Association
(WRBA), and the Wheat Ridge Chamber of
Commerce. At the annual event local leaders
and members of the business community joined
Mayor Bud Starker to honor the achievements
of many of the outstanding businesses in Wheat
Ridge.
Citizens and local businesses nominated
their choice for the Business of the Year and
the Reinvestment Award. Nominations were
reviewed and winners selected by a team of
Jefferson County business professionals.
Business of the Year

This award recognizes a business that
exemplifies the Best in Business and represents
the values of the community. This year two
businesses were selected.
Infinitus Pie opened their original location
on Wadsworth Blvd on November 1, 2010. They
now operate three brick and mortar stores and
three catering locations, with sales approaching

7500 W. 29th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

$2 million. Their mission
is to “Inspire via mouthwatering
iPIE,
coupled
with our passionate dedication
to community, education and
humor.” iPIE has a focus on the environment
with a solid waste initiative of reducing their
contribution to landfills. They divert over 90
percent of waste through recycling and compost.
Tips at iPIE compensate the staff but also
contribute to the Infinitus Dream Scholarship
Fund. To date they have distributed more than
$64,000 in scholarships and soon that number
will reach $90,000. Their iPIE Gives Day, the third
Monday of every month, has contributed more
than $75,000 to local schools and non-profits
since the first program held in March of 2011.

Dominick Breton
Special Recognition Award

Peak Beverage (A Colorado Company to Watch)
Personal Achievement Martial Arts is
very involved in the community. Personal
Achievement Martial Arts focuses on helping kids
and families in the community. They work to help
students improve their confidence, self control,
and respect. Many of the assignments they
require help contribute to a positive school and
home experience. They spend a large portion of
the year offering programs in local elementary
schools, including after-school programs and
gym teacher for a day classes. This past year the
company raised and donated more than $10,000
to local schools. For the past few summers, they
have also partnered with Megan's Place, a local
non-profit that works with special needs children
as a way to help them find fun healthy activities,
which is often a challenge for families. Personal
Achievement was the 2018 Carnation Festival
Parade winner for the "Best Business Entry"
and received the 2017 LocalWorks Community
Builder of the Year award given because of their
work to bring the community together.
Korey Stites, one of the owners, sits on the Wheat

iPIE participates in many community events
and is making Wheat Ridge a “Cool Place to
Live” as noted by Outside Magazine. Their bike
parking lot on the patio is made from old bike
frames, some of which were donated by Wheat
Ridge residents. They put a dedicated dog run on
the new patio so pets could have a place to stay
while guardians relax. iPIE participates in all the
Localworks events and donates many goods to
local events including Ridgefest, the Carnation
Festival and the Criterium.
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MAYOR
BUD STARKER
Tips to Stay Healthy This Fall
Hard to believe the cold weather
has finally arrived after our return to
warmth following that early snowfall
in October. Once we get through
Halloween, I always start looking
ahead to preparations for Colorado’s
winter weather.
For me that means making sure
I’m in good shape to shovel and clear
the sidewalks and driveway at home
and at the restaurant. Wheat Ridge
enacted the shoveling ordinance a
couple of years ago and there is still
some confusion about when and
under what conditions shoveling
has to take place. The ordinance
states that when there is 2” or more
of snowfall in a 24-hour period walks
and driveways need to be cleared
for businesses as well as residences.
Thankfully, in Colorado our snow
often melts before that 24-hour period
is over so we don’t have to shovel all
that often, unless of course you are
walking to a local business or the bus
stop in the morning. Then even a few
inches can prove to be a challenge.
I believe the best practice for all of
us as good neighbors is to get our
walkways cleared as soon as we can
in the morning. That also helps things
dry out so icy patches don’t develop.
There are some days when the snow
falls fast and furious. With larger
accumulations, shoveling can prove
downright dangerous with the risk of
a strained back, serious dehydration
and even heart attack. Here are some
tips to help keep us safe from feeling
the effects of what is something of a
downside of living in Colorado:
• Take breaks and drink lots of
water. Sure, it might be cold but
dehydration is still a factor when
exerting yourself.

• Bend with your knees and push the
snow, don’t try to lift it, especially if
there is a lot of the white stuff.
• Dress in layers so as you begin to
heat up, you can remove a jacket
or shell and still keep your skin
covered from the elements in order
to effectively manage your body’s
temperature.
• If you use a snow blower, never
ever put your hands inside to clear
a clog. That’s how you can lose
a finger! Just because the motor
stopped doesn’t mean it won’t start
up again as soon as that clog clears.
This also applies if the blower is off.
• Have an elderly or disabled
neighbor? Check in with them
and offer to shovel their walkway
or enlist the help of your teen to
shovel. A little financial incentive
may also encourage their help.
As we spend more time indoors
with the heat turned on, make sure to
check the dates on carbon monoxide
detectors and smoke alarms. Replace
batteries or the whole unit if you are
unsure of the effective dates. Carbon
monoxide is a silent killer so without
a detector you won’t know if this
odorless, colorless gas is present in
your home. Don’t leave space heaters
or lighted candles unattended. These
are a danger to small children if left
unsupervised and pose a hazard for
the entire family if not turned off or
extinguished before heading out to
the store or to bed.
I’m looking forward to all that the
holidays bring in November and
December, and want us all to be safe
and healthy to celebrate the City’s
50th Anniversary in 2019.

Mayor's Tips for Staying Safe
and Healthy this Winter
Regardless of our rapid descent from summer
temperatures to winter, we still expect to enjoy
some milder temperatures before the cold and
snow settle into Colorado for the winter.
As your Mayor, I thought I’d offer some of my
ideas for staying healthy and safe this season.

Walking around Wheat Ridge
Snow and ice are especially hazardous getting
in and out of your car in addition to walking to
and from home, work, the bus stop and school.
Please be a good neighbor and get that snow off
the sidewalk. Be a friend and offer to shovel for
someone who isn’t able.
Avoiding Winter Colds
Staying healthy is more of a challenge in
the winter as we all spend more time indoors.
Sharing space inside also means sharing germs
on surfaces and in the air. Keep surfaces clean,
wash your hands often and carry anti-bacterial
wipes or wash. Get outside and walk in the fresh
air when you can. Wear shoes that offer a good
secure tread or add anti-slip treads that go on
over your shoes. Walking sticks with a point are
also a handy tool for walking on pavement or
paths that alternate with ice or blown snow.
Holiday Decorating Hazards
From our friends at West Metro Fire Rescue
and Arvada Fire Prevention. Don’t overload
extension cords and as you start decorating for
the holidays, only use outdoor rated extension
cords. Clean gutters of leaves so there is no
danger of starting a fire on the roof from
electrical coming into contact with dry needles
or leaves. Some decorations like Poinsettias, are
hazardous to small children and pets if eaten.
Keep these out of reach or out of the house.
Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and happy
winter. Enjoy the holidays!

City of
Wheat
Ridge
Directors
Patrick Goﬀ
City Manager
303-235-2819
pgoﬀ@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Ken Johnstone
Community Development
Director
303-235-2846
kjohnstone@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Joyce Manwaring
Parks & Recreation
Director
303-231-1307
jmanwaring@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Scott Brink
Public Works Director
303-235-2861
sbrink@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Dan Brennan
Chief of Police
303-235-2913
dbrennan@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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CITY MANAGER’S Column

2019 Adopted Budget
City Council adopted the 2019 Budget on October
8 to appropriate the necessary funding for 2018
programs and services for the 2019 ﬁscal year.

Expenditures by Department
Police 21%

Patrick Goﬀ

The annual budget process is an ongoing effort
of monitoring revenues and expenditures, strategic
planning, and Council policy input, culminating
with Council’s consideration and adoption of the
upcoming year’s budget. The creation of the budget
is a representation of Council strategic priorities set
into action by the ﬁscal health and long-term vision
of the City.

City Manager

Public Works 14%
Central Charges 11%
Administrative Services 12%

2019 Total Budget

2019 Budget Fast Facts
• Total City Budget $75,721,283
• General Fund budget in the amount of
$35,592,686
• Unrestricted fund balance of $6,814,963 or
19.1 percent of expenditures
• General Fund transfer of $3,040,000 to the
Capital Improvement Program (CIP), $900,000
to the Open Space Fund and $100,000 to the
Equipment Replacement Fund
• 1.2 percent increase in the General Fund
budget compared to the adjusted 2018 Budget
• Proposed CIP Fund in the amount of
$10,552,000
• Proposed 2E Fund in the total amount of
$22,385,758, including $3,498,300 for debt
service
• Special Revenue Funds in the amount of
$7,190,839

General Government 9%

General
Fund
$35,592,686

Other
Special
Funds

2E Bond
$22,385,758

$1,182,448

1%

Community Development 5%

47%

Total
Budget

General Fund Revenue

$75,721,283

Recreation
Center

CIP
$10,552,000

$2,489,411

3%

14%
Open
Space
$3,518,980

5%

Wheat Ridge Strategic Priorities

Wheat Ridge voters approved a .5-cent sales and
use tax increase in 2016 and bonding authority in
the amount of $33M for four major community
projects. The following amounts are included in
the 2019 Budget:

The Mayor, City Council and staff met in
the spring of 2017 and developed an updated
Vision 2035 to include Vision Topics and
Smart Goals. Staff used the most current
vision topics and strategic priorities to guide
the development and prioritize projects for
the 2019 Budget. The following are the top
ﬁve priorities for 2018 and 2019:

Clear Creek Crossing Hook Ramps - $5.06M
Wheat Ridge • Ward Station - $8.33M
Wadsworth Boulevard Widening - $3.03M
Anderson Park - $2.47M

With the .5-cent sales and use tax increase, here’s
what your tax distribution looks like:
Sales Tax Distribution
Jefferson County 0.5¢
City of Wheat Ridge 3.0¢
City 2E Fund 0.5¢
RTD 1.0¢
SCFD 0.1¢
State 2.9¢

The total sales tax rate in the City of Wheat
Ridge is 8 percent. For every dollar you spend on
retail purchases, you pay 8 cents in sales tax. Only
3.5 cents of this comes back to the City.
Property Tax Distribution
Special Districts 17¢
City of Wheat Ridge 3¢
County 27¢
Schools 53¢

Most people will be surprised to know that for
every dollar Jefferson County receives in property
taxes from Wheat Ridge residents, only three cents
comes back to the City.

Municipal Court 3%

30%

2E Bond Details

•
•
•
•

Parks & Recreation 15%

2018/2019 Strategic Priorities
• Update the Neighborhood Revitalization
Strategy
• Develop an I-70/Kipling Corridor
Strategy to address crime, aesthetics,
and redevelopment opportunities
• Finalize design of 38th Avenue
streetscape
• Work with the Colorado Department of
Transportation to prioritize I-70/Kipling
improvements
• Set a policy on “shared housing” (e.g.
Airbnb, VRBO)
Connecting Strategic
Planning to Budget
Council’s Smart Goals are outlined in the
Vision and Goals section of the 2019 budget
document. Based upon Council’s Vision and
Goals, the proposed 2019 Budget includes
several priority expenditures that play an
important role in helping the City achieve
the strategic vision. This vision includes
some of the following projects:

• Urban renewal funding for Renewal
Wheat Ridge (RWR) projects
• Tax Increment Financing (TIF) –
Kipling Ridge, Wheat Ridge Corners,
Swiss Flower and Gift Cottage
• Community festivals, celebrations and
other public events
• Wheat Ridge Business District (WRBD)
grant program
• Building up Business Loan Program
(BUBL)
• 44th Avenue Corridor marketing
• 29th Avenue Marketplace marketing
• 38th Avenue marketing
• 44th Avenue planning effort
• Wadsworth reconstruction project
• Clear Creek Crossing hook ramps
• G-Line station public infrastructure
• Preventative street and bridge
maintenance
• Prospect Park improvements
• Redevelopment of “The Green”
• Anderson Park reconstruction
• Trafﬁc Safety, Life Quality and Crime
Reduction (TLC) Program
• ADA improvements citywide
• Historic building management and
maintenance
• Wheat Ridge Education Alliance and
Citizen Academy

4 • Connections

Each month, with the help of
City staff, I create reports that
are posted to the Treasurer’s
page on the City website. These
include Monthly Financial
Reports, the Total Funds
Report, Fund 31 detailing the
2E projects, and miscellaneous
reports like those for the
Fruitdale Schools Lofts, the
2017 Hailstorm, Localworks as
well as Area Sales Tax Revenue
Reports for 38th Ave., 44th Ave.

Jerry DiTullio

and Kipling St. As the Treasurer,
I’m responsible for ensuring
that our community is kept upto-date on sales and use tax data.
I’ve also worked hard to find
more efficient ways to manage
our investments. I’m available
if you ever have questions
about those reports and am
open to suggestions about how
to provide this information
to community members in a
format that is clear and concise.

City Treasurer Financial Report

Fund 31 (2E) Project Update
REVENUES

Change to Code for Funds
Held In Escrow
In August, I put forth a change
to the code involving funds
held in escrow by the City
which allows the retention of
the interest earned on those
funds. City Council adopted
Ordinance No. 1652 on August
13, 2018. The City routinely
receives escrow payments
related to commercial or
industrial projects; permits
for work in the public
right of ways, streets and
sidewalks; enhanced sales tax
incentive programs; business
development zone programs;
and landscaping. After I
submitted this change to the
code, Council determined that
the retention of interest earned
would help to compensate
the City for staff and escrow
administrative costs.

Beginning Fund Balance
2E Sales Tax
2E Use Tax
2E Building Use Tax
2E Auto Use Tax
2E Audit Proceeds
TOTAL TAXES

2018
ADJUSTED
$31,475,334
$3,152,416
$152,370
$233,333
$283,333
$0
$3,821,452

INTEREST INCOME
TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENDITURES
CLEAR CREEK CROSSING
Professional Services
Construction
TOTAL CLEAR CREEK CROSSING

Sep-18
ACTUAL

$0

$33,403,756

% of
Budget
106%

$263,163
$18,751
$188,224
$17,760
$920
$488,818

$2,052,875
$148,498
$383,293
$188,896
$920
$2,774,482

65%
97%
164%
67%
0%
73%

YTD

$344,856

$47,773

$406,638

118%

$35,641,642

$536,591

$36,584,876

103%

2018
ADJUSTED

Sep-18
ACTUAL

YTD

% of
Budget

$1,101,312
$8,800,000
$9,901,312

$14,989
$0
$14,989

$59,557
$2,092,334
$2,151,891

5%
24%
22%

$934,019
$3,213
$1,131,855
$2,069,087

$18,492
$0
$0
$18,492

$82,767
$3,213
$0
$85,980

9%
100%
0%
4%

$562,046
$562,046

$4,168
$4,168

$54,471
$54,471

10%
10%

ANDERSON PARK
Professional
Waterline
Construction
TOTAL ANDERSON PARK

$600,000
$170,750
$3,676,958
$4,447,708

$0
$0
$0
$0

$290,419
$137,586
$569
$428,573

48%
81%
0%
10%

ISSUANCE COSTS
Professional Services
TOTAL ISSUANCE COSTS

$3,267
$3,267

$0
$0

$3,267
$3,267

100%
100%

DEBT PAYMENTS
2E DEBT SERVICE - PRINCIPAL
2E DEBT SERVICE - INTEREST
TOTAL DEBT SERVICE

$2,400,000
$1,105,300
$3,505,300

$0
$0
$0

$0
$552,650
$552,650

0%
50%
16%

PROJECT EXPENDITURES
DEBT SERVICE EXPENDITURES
TOTAL 2E EXPENDITURES

$16,980,153
$3,508,567
$20,488,720

$37,648
$0
$37,648

$2,720,916
$555,917
$3,276,833

16%
16%
16%

GOLD LINE STATION
Professional Services
Visioning
ROW
TOTAL GOLD LINE STATION
WADSWORTH EA
Professional Services
TOTAL WADSWORTH

Neighborhood
Revitalization Strategy
Seeks Community Input
The City is currently updating the
Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy
(NRS), a guiding policy document
originally adopted in 2005. A councilappointed Citizen Steering Committee
is hosting small group meetings to hear
input on two hypothetical scenarios
as a means to understanding what
community members value about
Wheat Ridge. A larger format public
open house will be held on the evening
of December 12, the details of which
will be available soon. The Committee
has already met three times with, czb,
the same firm hired in 2005 to write
the repositioning Wheat Ridge Report,
and City staff. They have self-organized
into five teams and have convened
small group “kitchen table” meetings
to engage the public in peer-to-peer
community conversations. The idea
behind these meetings is that they are
small, honest, and open discussions
like those a family or group of friends or
neighbors might have around a kitchen
table. In the first round of engagement,
these meetings asked participants,
"What would you change and what
would you keep the same in Wheat
Ridge?"
The process is currently heading into
the second round of engagement. The
Citizen Steering Committee is hosting
additional small group meetings to
hear public input on two hypothetical
scenarios as a means to understanding
what the community values about
Wheat Ridge and how it weighs costs
and benefits of public decision making.
To participate in the upcoming round
of engagement and learn more about
the NRS, go to www.ci.wheatridge.
co.us/NRS

Public Officials
MAYOR

CITY TREASURER

DISTRICT I

DISTRICT II

DISTRICT III

DISTRICT IV

Bud Starker
303-235-2800
bstarker@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Jerry DiTullio
303-231-1392
jeditullio@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Monica Duran
720-312-0583
mduran@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Kristi Davis
303-757-8488
kdavis@ci.wheatridge.co.us

George Pond
303-880-8729
gpond@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Larry Mathews
303-396-5201
lmathews@ci.wheatridge.co.us

JUDGE

CITY CLERK

Judge Christopher Randall

Janelle Shaver
303-235-2823
jshaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Janeece Hoppe
720-556-9425
jhoppe@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Zachary Urban
720-252-5930
zurban@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Tim Fitzgerald
720-360-0871
tﬁtzgerald@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Leah Dozeman
720-301-9598
ldozeman@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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Anderson Park
Gets a Facelift
Renovation of Anderson Park has begun! This is
one of the projects made possible by the 2E Sales
Tax initiative passed by Wheat Ridge voters in
2016.
In September, instead of the traditional
groundbreaking, the Mayor and the Contractor,
GH Phipps, along with the help of City Council
member Leah Dozeman, Treasurer Jerry DiTullio,
and staff began demolition by taking out one of
the walls inside the Anderson Building. Mayor
Bud Starker, City Manager Patrick Goff, Parks &
Recreation Director Joyce Manwaring, and GH
Phipps Contractor Todd Ruff greeted guests at the
ceremony to kick off improvements for Anderson
Park which will include the Anderson Building,
the pavilion, the parking lot, and the ballfield
lights. The total cost of the project is approximately
$6.5 million with $4.5 million funded from the 2E
Sales Tax initiative and additional funding from
Open Space and Conservation Trust Funds.
Anderson Park is a 27 acre community park
with a baseball field, soccer field, basketball,
playground, pavilion, outdoor pool, and other
amenities. Anderson Park has been managed
by the Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department since the City’s incorporation
in 1969. In 1972, the Anderson Building was
constructed by the Wheat Ridge Fire Dept. The
prefabricated metal building served as the City
offices, council chambers, and recreation center.
In 1979, the first outdoor pool was constructed in
what was then Wheat Ridge Park. Wheat Ridge
Park was renamed Anderson Park in the 1990s in
honor of the first Mayor of Wheat Ridge.

Completion of the renovation and
improvements is planned for:
} Anderson Building by May 2019
} Anderson Park by July 2019
Planning of the renovation included community
input from multiple user focus groups, a design
charrette, a pop-up community workshop, an
open house, and community meetings.
Consultants on the project included Paul Kuhn
MIG Landscape Architect Park Master Plan and

design, Kevin Armstrong BRS Architects Building
remodel and renovation, and Todd Ruff GH
Phipps Contractor.
Anderson Park will be under construction until
July of 2019 and the building, which is scheduled
to be under construction until May 2019, will
be closed during that time. General park use
will be available, but areas of the park will be
closed as construction continues. The trail will
remain open. Watch the website, social media
and Connections next spring for grand opening
announcements.

Tips for Holiday Shopping Safety
Holiday shopping is stressful enough with crowds
and traffic in addition to trying to stick to the budget.
Wheat Ridge Code Enforcement and Cody the Code
Ranger suggest staying safe should be a priority as
shoppers are checking off the gift list this holiday
season.

While shopping
• Parked vehicles can be a prime target for thieves.
Thieves will often break windows or punch locks to
gain access to items left in plain view. Open windows
and unlocked doors also make cars an easy target.
To help reduce the risk of theft from inside vehicles,
always lock the doors, even if just running into a
store quickly, and be sure to put the car windows up
when leaving it unattended.
• Park vehicles in well-lit, high-traffic areas and away
from larger vehicles or shrubs that might hide the
activity of thieves. Thieves target cars parked in
isolated areas in order to “work” without drawing
attention
• Do not keep any items — including a purse or wallet,
cell phone, computer bag or gift bags — in plain
sight as clearly visible items can catch the eye of a
thief. Be sure to stow and secure all items prior to
leaving the car. Also, be sure to remove any portable
accessories, such as GPS units and stereo faceplates,
when leaving the car.
• Be aware of the surroundings while walking to the
car.
• Don’t fill arms with bags or packages. Keep a hand

free for keys and access to opening the car door.
• Don’t talk on the cell phone or text while walking.
Not only is that dangerous, staying alert and watchful
walking to the car may help identify suspicious
behavior or someone who could be a threat.
• Lock the car doors once inside, especially if making a
call or checking messages before heading home.

While At Home
• Keep doors and windows locked, especially when
going to bed or leaving the house.
• Cut shrubs back around windows and doors so
neighbors are able to view anyone trying to access
the home when the residents aren’t there.
• Clean up clutter around the home and on the porch
so thieves can’t use that as cover for getting in a
window or alleyway door.
• Use timers for randomly placed lighting so it appears
someone is home, even when residents are on
vacation. Set timers for outdoor lighting instead
of leaving porch lights on for days or weeks when
on vacation.
• Cancel newspaper delivery and have the post office
or a neighbor collect mail and packages.
• Don’t post information to Facebook or other social
media sites about vacation plans and when the
home might be empty and a target for thieves. Post
those photos after arriving back home.
• Unplug the holiday lights if the tree will be left up
while out of town.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT in Wheat Ridge

Urban Renewal Projects Taking Form
The Wheat Ridge Urban Renewal
Authority, known as Renewal Wheat
Ridge (RWR) has begun seeing
the fruits of its labor with many
new developments serving the
community.
At Wadsworth and 38th, shoppers
are flocking to the Corners at
Wheat Ridge where RWR provided
a little over $6 million for public
improvements which transformed
an old car dealership that sat vacant,
since 2008. Lucky’s Market was the
first tenant to occupy the center that
when completed will have almost
80,000 sq. ft. of new retail and services
320 new apartments well over 200
new jobs. Tokyo Joe’s followed Lucky’s
with a grand opening in September
while Wheat Ridge Dental followed
in early October. A new Verizon store
and other tenants will soon occupy
the remaining spaces. The new
Edison apartments are anticipated to
break ground in November.
On the other corner is West End
38, a mixed-use project that is well
underway at 38th and Upham. The
development includes more than
165 apartment units and about 8,000
sq. ft. of retail. Developed by Wazee
Partners, this is the third development
by the Denver father/son team of
Chris and Tyler Downs and will help
fulfill the City’s Comprehensive Plan
vision of a downtown for Wheat Ridge.
Close to $5 million of RWR assistance
will be provided to the project that

Steve Art

Economic Development
303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

includes an upgrade to the sanitation
line replacement on 44th Avenue
from Upham to Wadsworth. This
improvement assists this project and
all the existing homes and businesses
in the area.
On the west side of Wheat Ridge
in the Applewood Center, Hacienda
Colorado broke ground on a new
high-end Mexican food restaurant.
The building will face the front-range
featuring a second floor outdoor
dining patio. RWR participated in this
development by providing just over $1
million in tax increment financing for
public improvements. Additionally,
the City, working with Xcel Energy,

will fund the undergrounding of all the
utilities surrounding the Applewood
Center.
In early October, RWR approved
$5 million for the development at
Clear Creek Crossing. This 85 acre
project will include a new medical
campus, multi-family residential, a
restaurant area, and additional retail
and services. The RWR assistance will
be used to create many of the roads
serving the project and placement
of infrastructure. This assistance
along with the voter approved 2E
funds will help kick-start this exciting
development.

Finally, Swiss Flower and Gift
Cottage, used a little over $400,000
of RWR funds to build a new facility
on 44th, just east of Kipling Street.
The new development will include a
future phase of small ‘maker-space’
buildings for artisans and other
crafters.
Where does the money come from
to assist these developments? It
comes from the property taxes and
sometimes the sales taxes generated
directly from these developments.
They are not funded by any other
source such as property taxes and
they do not include any other City
taxes or assessments on property or
the development. It’s development
paying for itself.
For more information on any of the
projects of RWR, contact Steve Art at
303-235-2806.

Business Awards Continued from page 1
Ridge Water Board and was recently appointed
to the Wheat Ridge Neighborhood Revitalization
Strategy committee. He is in the process of applying
to be a board member for the Wheat Ridge Business
District.
Other nominees included: FirstBank of Wheat
Ridge, Pietra’s Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant, Red
Lobster, Vinnola’s Italian Market, and Wheat Ridge
Animal Hospital.
Reinvestment Award
 Fruitdale School Lofts
This award recognizes a business that has
demonstrated one or more of the following: made a
significant investment in its property, improved the
overall appearance of the site, maintained property
at the highest standards, or updated their building
to make it more marketable.
Fruitdale Lofts was selected for the redevelopment
of one of Wheat Ridge’s oldest schools, designed by
renowned Denver area architect Temple Buell. In
2011, the building was slated for demolition, when
the Wheat Ridge Housing Authority purchased the
building from the Jefferson County School District.
After many failed attempts to repurpose the building,
in February 2015 the building was sold to Hartman
Ely Investments for renovation. In a collaborative
effort with the City of Wheat Ridge, the WR Housing
Authority, and with the help of Jefferson County and
historic tax credits, the property was brought to new
life with 16 residential rental units.
Other nominees included: 6161 W. 44th Avenue,
The Bardo Coffee House, Starbucks at Applewood,
and Swiss Flower and Gift Cottage.

Cultural Commission Award
 Sweet Ridge Studios
This award recognizes a business that has made
an impact on the community through one or
more of the following: promoting/encouraging
culture and the arts, promoting awareness of our
cultural activities, diversity, or heritage, supporting
opportunities in art education for all ages or
incorporating art into the architecture and design of
their building.
Other nominees included: Colorado Plus and
Right Coast Pizza.
City Council Partnership Award
 Britta Fisher, former ED Localworks
The City Council recognizes a company or
individual for their overall contributions to the City.
It incorporates criteria from all award categories as
well as contributions in volunteerism, leadership,
and community investment/involvement.
The Council unanimously selected Fisher for
her work with Wheat Ridge 2020 and Localworks.
Fisher guided the organization during her tenure
which provided community consensus building,
community events, cooperation with the City
through mutually benefitted efforts, and her
commitment to the City of Wheat Ridge.
Mayor’s Partnership Award
 WR City Manager Patrick Goff
The Mayor recognizes a person, company or
program for their overall contributions.

The Mayor selected Goff for his leadership abilities
and his guidance of the City of Wheat Ridge. Goff
has been with the City for more than 16 years. Goff
oversees the daily operations of the City and more
than 250 employees. In 2014, Goff was selected as
the City Manager of the Year by the Colorado City
and County Management Association.
WRBA Rising Star Award
 Brandi Zamudio
This award is given to the WRBA member who
has dedicated the past year to improving the
organization and the community.
WRBA Member of the Year
 Jadon Wiens
This award is given to the WRBA member of the
year for their contribution to the organization and
the community.
Wheat Ridge Chamber
Business of the Year
 Pearman Law Firm
Wheat Ridge Chamber
Outstanding Volunteer
 Dominick Breton
Special Recognition Award
 Peak Beverage
Congratulations to all of this year’s winners.
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Wheat Ridge Urban
Renewal Authority,
West Metro Fire
Rescue to Share Tax
Increment Financing
Revenue
Wheat Ridge Urban Renewal Authority, known as Renewal
Wheat Ridge (RWR), and the West Metro Fire Protection
District have signed an agreement to equally share revenue
from Tax Increment Financing (TIF) projects.
“Our Board recognizes that new development in Wheat
Ridge creates an opportunity to increase financial support
for one of the fire districts serving our community,” said Tim
Rogers, chair of Renewal Wheat Ridge. “We realize that this
agreement will affect our revenues, but we feel it is important
to support the work of West Metro Fire Rescue by increasing
available resources to ensure quality fire protection and
emergency medical services to our community.”
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) is a unique mechanism
that enables an Urban Renewal Authority to use the net new
property tax revenues generated by redevelopment projects,
within a designated urban renewal area, to help finance
future public improvements. TIF is not an additional tax but
an increase in property tax revenue that would not otherwise
be available except in the case of these projects.
“With any new development in urban renewal areas where
TIF is used, 50% of the increased property tax revenue will
now flow back to West Metro Fire Rescue helping to ensure
our residents, businesses and visitors have emergency
services,” said Patrick Goff, city manager of Wheat Ridge.
When a redevelopment project is being planned, the
Urban Renewal Authority analyzes how much additional
property and/or sales taxes may be generated once it is
completed. That “tax increment” can then be used by the
urban renewal entity either to finance the issuance of bonds
or to reimburse developers for a portion of their project costs.
In either case, the increased tax revenue that is created must
be used for improvements that have a public benefit and that
support the redevelopment effort, such as site clearance,
streets, utilities, parks, the removal of hazardous materials or
conditions, or site acquisition.

Get Your Passport
to Wheat Ridge
In honor of the City’s upcoming 50th
Anniversary, the first Wheat Ridge
Police Department patrol car, Unit 1, is
being restored. To help fund the muchneeded repairs, the City and Localworks
have created a Passport to Wheat Ridge.
The Passport will include discounts and
special offers from local businesses
as well as ads and information about
signature Localworks and City special
events. Businesses will redeem the
offers using a special 50th Anniversary
stamp. Additionally, those who have
purchased a Passport to Wheat Ridge
can collect stamps at the special events
noted in that section of the passport.

Passports will be available for presale
from the Holiday Celebration on Dec. 1
until December 31, 2018, for only $20.
Beginning on January 1, 2019, Passports
may be purchased at special events or
City Hall for $25. Printed Passports
will be available for pick up at City Hall
beginning the week of Dec. 17, 2018.
All the proceeds will go to fund the
restoration of Unit 1 and to programs
hosted by WRPD including National
Night Out, the Child Safety Fair and
Operation Blue Santa.

Lutheran Medical Center Introduces Advance In Stroke Treatment
When someone suffers a stroke or heart attack, survival and future quality of life can be
determined in hours, if not minutes. The more timely and precise the diagnosis and treatment
of these events, the greater the chance of survival and of regaining cognitive and physical
abilities.
Lutheran Medical Center, known regionally for its quality stroke care now offers the biplane
angiography system. This system uses two cameras to provide simultaneous imaging to
produce highly-detailed, real-time, 3-D images of blood vessels and soft tissue.
The technology can help locate blockages that cause ischemic stroke, and identify aneurysms
that cause hemorrhagic stroke in order to help physicians better predict, diagnose and treat
various neurological disorders. The biplane imaging can also assist with stent placement and
guiding catheters through the brain, as well as in neuro coiling, a procedure that blocks blood
flow to an aneurysm.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Classes and Events
Lutheran Medical Center offers a variety of community classes, events and support groups.
Many are free unless otherwise noted. Sample offerings are listed below. For more information,
or to register, visit www.lutheranmedicalcenter.org/classes or call the Answerline at 303-6894595.

“Our mission is protecting life and property,” said Fire Chief
Don Lombardi, West Metro Fire Rescue. “This agreement
will help our fire district maintain the quick response and
high level of care that our citizens have come to expect.”

• Wed Jan 9 2019 6 p.m. - Inflammation and Diet
• Mon Jan 21 2019 Noon - The Power of a Plant-based Diet
• Wed Feb 6, 2019 6 p.m. - Eating for a Healthy Heart
• Mon Feb 18, 2019 Noon - Reducing Blood Pressure with Diet
• Wed Feb 27, 2019 6 p.m. - Eating to Reduce Cancer Risk

About Renewal Wheat Ridge

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Renewal Wheat Ridge (RWR) was created by the Wheat
Ridge City Council and granted authority under the Urban
Renewal Law. RWR consists of a volunteer board of directors
that includes one member of the City Council. The board’s
role is to fulfill the wishes of the City Council as defined by
five Urban Renewal plans approved by Council. RWR uses
Tax Increment Financing (TIF), which are property and sales
tax revenues generated by each individual redevelopment
project to construct public infrastructure improvements.
About West Metro Fire Rescue:
West Metro Fire Rescue is an internationally accredited,
ISO 1 rated, full-service, all-hazard, fire and rescue agency.
West Metro serves nearly 280,000 residents in the cities and
towns of Lakewood, Morrison, Golden, Wheat Ridge, and
Edgewater. The District also serves sections of Jefferson and
Douglas County and unincorporated Littleton, Colorado.
WMFR is committed to providing professional fire protection,
emergency medical services, life safety and community
service with a vision that shapes the future. “Whatever it
takes to serve.” Visit us at www.westmetrofire.org.

Announcing a New Arrival!
Lutheran Medical Center now has birthing suites that offer a birth center experience within the
safety of the hospital. Families will feel comfortable and cared for in these newly-renovated,
spacious birthing suites.
While being cared for in the new birth center suites, families are supported throughout their low
intervention birth experience with the following amenities:
• Queen-size beds
• Labor support slings
• Oversized relaxation tubs

• Holistic pain management
• Aromatherapy
• Family-centered care

• Lactation support services

For additional information about birthing services, call: 303-425-2141.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Lutheran’s Weight Loss Center Achieves National Accreditation
Lutheran’s Weight Loss Center was recently named a Comprehensive Center under the
Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program (MBSAQIP®),
a joint program of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) and the American Society for
Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery (ASMBS).
The designation recognizes Lutheran for meeting all criteria according to national quality
standards established to deliver safe, high-quality bariatric patient care. For more information
about the weight loss program, visit lutheranjournal.org/weightlosscenter.
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A Message from Chief Brennan
As you prepare for the holidays,
the Wheat Ridge Police Department
would like to share some crime
prevention and safety tips that we
believe can help keep you and your
family safe. You can find lots crime
prevention tips for the holidays on
the Internet and these are just a
few highlights. Please visit the City
website and Police Department pages
for more crime prevention tips.

Exceptional
People
Providing
Exceptional
Service!

As the days become shorter, it
is important to take precautions
that can make it more difficult for
you to be victimized by criminals.
Our homes and vehicles often offer
these opportunities. In addition,
the hustle and bustle of the season
can add stress to our daily activities,
sometimes overlooking our personal
safety. It is our hope that the following
suggestions provide you with an
increased sense of security and safety
during the upcoming Holiday Season!

Home
• Make use of a timer to turn on
lights, the radio, and the television
so it looks like you are home.
• Make sure you lock all doors and
windows when you leave the house,
even if it is for a short time.
• Don’t display gifts where they can
be seen by others.
• If you are travelling, have a relative
or a trusted neighbor check on your
residence.
• Be alert when someone comes to
your door posing as a courier or
seeking charitable donations.
• Never let a person you do not know
or expect enter your house for
any reason. If someone is selling
products door-to-door, they should
have a license from the City in their
possession. If they are seeking
donations for a charitable cause
and you feel uncomfortable, tell
them you donate to other charitable
causes or that you will make a
contribution online.

Vehicles
• Be attentive while driving and
when parking your car, protect

• Make sure that you shred paper that
contains personal information.
• Keep your receipts and check billing
statements for suspicious activity.

Driving

Chief Dan Brennan

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

your electronic identity. Criminals
are looking for things of value. The
opportunity to steal something with
the least amount of effort and the
least amount of risk of being caught
is appealing to criminals.
Try to park in a well-lit area.
Be sure to close all car windows.
Secure and make any items of value
less visible to others, and lock the
car.
Never leave change, GPS devices,
laptops or e-books, cellular
telephones, or other items of value,
like gifts, in plain sight. Lock these
items in the trunk of your vehicle
or cover them up so they are not
obvious to others.
When out shopping for the day,
make a trip home to secure gifts in
your residence.
Stay alert and be aware of your
surroundings.
Trust your instincts, if something
feels unsafe then leave and come
back later.
If you see suspicious activity, call
911 and report it.

Identity Theft Precautions
• Leave unnecessary credit cards,
social security cards, and PIN
numbers in a secure place at home.
Immediately notify your credit card
company if your card is lost, stolen
or misused.
• Only use ATMs during daylight
hours or in well-lit public places.

• The holidays are stressful for
many people. There are also more
opportunities to enjoy a drink or
two with others, which is a concern
if you plan to drive.
• Strive to keep emotions under
control and give space to other
drivers.
• Avoid honking the horn or making
gestures towards others when
driving.
• Have a plan for getting home if you
are going to drink alcohol or smoke
marijuana. A designated driver or
alternative source of transportation
is a better option than being
arrested for DUI or DUID.
• If you are taking a trip, make sure
your vehicle is equipped with an
emergency kit, dress warmly, have
a spare blanket, and plan rest stops
along the way.
• Make sure you and your passengers
always wear a seatbelt!

After the Holidays
Be thoughtful about how you
dispose of boxes and containers for
electronics or other items. Instead
of leaving the entire box outside for
others to see, keep the box secured
indoors.
When you are ready to dispose of
boxes, cut them up, put the pieces in
garbage bags, and place them inside a
trash can until it is time for your trash
or recycling service arrives.
Lastly, take some time to create or
update your home inventory. Take
photographs or a video of items, as
well as create a list of descriptions
and serial numbers. Make sure that
items like electronics, cameras, sports
equipment, guns, jewelry, silver,
home office equipment, and power
tools are on your list.
We hope you and your family have a
safe, happy holiday season!

Apply for the New WRPD Community Advisory Committee
The Wheat Ridge Police Department is committed to a philosophy of
community policing, which includes
building partnerships within Wheat
Ridge so police and law-abiding
community members
can work
together to address the issues of
crime, traffic and quality of life. The
department has made significant
strides in developing programs to
prevent and address issues of crime,
as well as engaging the community
through our community forums.
To build upon these successes, the
Chief's leadership team recognizes
the value of a Community Advisory
Committee that would meet
with department leadership in a
dialogue about community policing
strategies, trends in law enforcement,
and increasing public awareness

regarding community issues.
The Wheat Ridge Police Department
will soon be announcing a process for
interested Wheat Ridge citizens and
business owners to participate on
this panel. The purpose of the panel
is to have a group of interested, lawabiding citizens who would be willing
to meet once every two months for an
open dialogue regarding improving
the delivery of law enforcement
services.
The panel will be comprised of no
more than 12 members representing
stakeholders throughout our community to include Wheat Ridge residents
and business owners, members of
the faith-based community and
service clubs, members from Wheat
Ridge schools, non-profit providers,

and local advocacy and community
groups. The Police Chief will be the
department’s liaison on the panel.
Qualifications include a broad
knowledge about the Wheat Ridge
community, the ability to work
cooperatively and collaboratively
with people of diverse perspectives
and experience, a commitment to
improving police services in Wheat
Ridge, the ability to be open to
learning about policing and to be
objective. Applicants must reside or
work in Wheat Ridge, and commit to
attending the Wheat Ridge Citizen's
Police Academy.
More details on how to apply will
be announced soon. Watch the City
website and Police Department
Facebook page for more information.
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Wheat Ridge Police Host Operation Blue Santa
On Saturday, Nov. 24, from 8:30
a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Lakeside Walmart,
the Wheat Ridge Police Department
and the Lakeside Police Department
will host Operation Blue Santa in
collaboration with the Wheat Ridge
Optimist Club. WRPD’s Blue Santa,
aka Jeffcom911 Communications
Manager Chris Garramone, will be on
hand for pictures with children and to
visit with them about their wish lists.

that takes place on Saturday, Dec.
15. Volunteers are encouraged to
come out and join in the fun with
members of the Optimist Club for gift
wrapping at Wheat Ridge City Hall on
Dec. 14 from 4-6:30 p.m. “Operation
Blue Santa is truly a wonderful way
the police and the community come
together to make a difference for
Wheat Ridge families,” stated Charley
Ault, Optimist Club.

WRPD Operation Blue Santa
collects toys and donations every year
that are distributed by the Optimist
Club during the holidays to families
in need.

Blue Santa came to life a number
of years ago when a custom Santa
suit was created by a local seamstress
using the dark blue color of traditional
police uniforms. For the past few
years, Jeffcom911 Communications
Manager Chris Garramone has
donned the suit, beard, hat and
boots to serve as the jolly old elf for
Operation Blue Santa.

“The holidays are a particularly
tough time of year for some families
who struggle just to keep food on
the table,” stated Wheat Ridge Police
Chief Dan Brennan. “Operation Blue
Santa is a way for our officers to help
those families make the holidays a
little brighter by providing gifts for
children. It brings all our officers a

great deal of joy to participate in this
annual event, especially when they
get to see the looks on the faces of
children as Santa and his elves in blue
arrive with gifts to place under the
tree.”
Last year 297 kids from 94 families
received more than 1,000 gifts. This
year, Blue Santa, and his “elves” will be
collecting donations at the Walmart at
Lakeside on Saturday, Nov. 24 from
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. WRPD and Lakeside

PD hope to fill patrol cars to the brim
with toys and gifts.
In addition to new toys, monetary
donations will be collected and used
to purchase gift cards for children’s
clothing and food. Throughout the
year, police officers are in contact
with families who might need a little
help during the holidays, especially
those with young children and teens.
The Optimist Club collects those
names and addresses for gift delivery

Keep Porch Pirates From Hyjacking the Holidays
Wheat Ridge Police and the U.S. Postal Service
(USPS) have tips to help keep porch pirates from
stealing the booty being delivered to doorsteps
in Wheat Ridge during the holidays. Remember,
report suspicious activity immediately by calling
local law enforcement. If an unfamiliar vehicle is
following behind mail/package delivery trucks or
an unknown person is hovering around mailboxes
in the neighborhood, report that activity to Wheat
Ridge Police at 303-237-2220.
• Don’t leave mail or parcels unattended—
especially overnight
Being left alone even for a few hours on the
porch can put packages at risk of being stolen.
• Ask a neighbor to help
A stay-at-home neighbor may be willing to
have packages delivered to their address or at
least pick up and keep secure packages that are
expected to arrive on a given day.
• Consider an alternate shipping address
Employers may allow a small number of
personal items to be delivered to a work address.
• Use the USPS tracking system
USPS and other delivery services provide realtime tracking for a wide-range of products.
Registered users of USPS.com can also receive
status updates via text alerts delivered to mobile
devices.
• Change of plans? Change the package’s
delivery address while it’s in transit
USPS Package Intercept® allows domestic
packages to be redirected to the sender, a new
address, or to the Post Office™ to be held for
pickup. The service is fee-based, but charges
only apply if the package is successfully redirected.
• Customize delivery. Provide the Postal
Service personalized instructions
Provide delivery instructions online and
authorize the carrier to leave it in a specified
location. Visit USPS.com, track packages, and
select Delivery Instructions. Request that a
package be left with a neighbor or held at a Post
Office for pickup.

• Ship using “Hold for Pickup” to the local Post
Office™
Priority Mail Express Hold for Pickup service lets
customers claim packages on their schedule,
at more than 30,000 USPS locations, where
packages are kept safe and secure. Automatic
notifications via e-mail or SMS text messaging
are also available.
• On vacation? Hold mail at the Post Office
If out of town for a period of time, use the Postal
Service’s Request Hold Mail service. Letters and
packages will be held securely until retrieved.
• Secure shipments using USPS Signature
Services
The Postal Service’s Signature Services requires
a signature at time of delivery.
• Protect packages and insure valuable
contents
Opt for Registered Mail service—the Postal
Service’s most secure form of mail delivery.
Registered Mail receives special-handling from
tender to delivery. Electronic verification of
delivery or attempted delivery is available upon
request. Insurance may also be available to
protect against loss or damage.
• Control the package delivery date using
Priority Mail Express
Priority Mail Express is the Postal Service’s fastest
domestic service (with limited exceptions),
available 365 days a year. It offers a money-back
guarantee and overnight scheduled delivery
to most U.S. addresses—including PO Boxes.
Proof of delivery signature record, tracking
services, and $100 insurance (most shipments)
is available with this service.
• Upgrade the security for all mail, not just
parcels
Consider renting a Post Office Box at the local
Post Office. Mail remains secure within the Post
Office, accessible only when using the right key
or combination. Many Post Offices lobbies are
open 24/7, allowing convenient retrieval.
For more information on USPS products and
services, visit USPS.com

New toys and cash donations will
also be accepted at the Wheat Ridge
Police Department at 7500 W. 29th
Ave. from Nov. 26 – Dec. 14, 2018.

Be Prepared for

Winter
Weather
Driving

Fall has arrived in earnest, and that means winter
is not too far behind. The Wheat Ridge Police
Department Crash and Traffic Team (CATT) wants to
help prepare drivers for winter weather conditions on
the roads. The first thing is to prepare the car which
includes checking the battery, hoses and fan belts,
antifreeze levels and perhaps most of all, tire wear.
Once the car is in shape to handle the weather,
make sure that each vehicle is equipped with some
essentials such as a spare and jack, a basic tool kit, a
working flashlight, a small first aid kit, ice scraper/
snow brush, and jumper cables.
Once out in the weather, make sure that the gas
tank is full, and cell phones are charged. While
driving don’t engage cruise control if the weather
conditions are poor. Slow down, even if the car is a
4x4 with great tires. The car won’t stop quickly on slick
roads. Make sure there is extra distance between cars
even at stoplights. This provides reaction distance if
the car behind starts to slide. Start from a stop in a
higher gear to improve traction.
Know the route ahead of time. If there are big hills
(32nd–38th Ave on Kipling) on the route, consider
going another way. Even if the car can make it up the
hill, others may not, and end up blocking the road or
causing additional hazards. If stuck, stay in the car
with the seatbelt fastened and turn on emergency
flashers. Call 911 for assistance.
If in a wreck, make sure that it is safe before leaving
the vehicle. Make sure everyone is OK and then agree
to move cars out of the street if possible. Don’t stay
in the street and wait for the police. The chances of
secondary accidents are very high. If the car is not
moveable, get out of the car if it is safe and move off the
road to wait for assistance. One of the very first things
police will do, once they check on all the drivers and
passengers, is to move all the vehicles from the street.
Once an accident has already occurred, they want to
lower the chances of any more.
The best advice this winter? Allow enough time
to arrive safely based on the weather and road
conditions.
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News from the Wheat Ridge
Historical Society
The Wheat Ridge Historical
Society is growing thanks in large
part to increased media exposure
in the Neighborhood Gazette. It is
encouraging that more people are
becoming involved in local history
and its preservation.
In the edition dated July 16-August
13, 2018, an article about “Little
FREE Libraries” noted the Society
is stocking a new Little Free Library
at the Historical Park on 4610 Robb
St. It will be located by the trees so
books can be selected and enjoyed
in the shade. Stop by the “library”
on Tuesday - Friday from 10 a.m. - 3
p.m. and get a tour of the Historical
Park as well for only $2 (cash or check
only ). Visitors are also welcome to
stop by on the fourth Wednesday of
the month between 10:30 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. to chat with members of the
Wheat Ridge Quilt Circle as they work
on quilts and crafts. Cost is also $2.
Another article in the same issue of
the Gazette mentioned Geocaching
as the Soddy at the Historical
Park is on the Treasure Hunt list.
Geocaching.com
In that same edition of the Gazette
was an article on “People You Should
Know” featuring Joe DeMott. He and
his company, Pietra’s Pizza, are the
newest Sustaining Business member

at the Wheat Ridge Historical Society.
Consider joining the Society bringing
together those with a common
interest in the history of Wheat Ridge,
Colorado!
Other monthly Second Saturday
events include Bountiful BlessingsRecorder Music lessons (November)
and Holiday Celebrations with
a White Elephant gift exchange
(December).
Fourth Saturday Work Days are
being added to the schedule to help
museum hostesses Jane and Janet
tackle some projects around the
Historical Park and Baugh House.
This will be a monthly event from
10 a.m. -2 p.m. at either or both
locations.
Society meetings are on the second
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at
the Red Brick Museum building.
Snacks and a brief historic talk
start each meeting. New members
are encouraged to join these fun
and informative monthly evening
meetings.
To join the Wheat Ridge Historical
Society or learn more about
special events dates, times and
locations, go to the Facebook page
@TheWheatRidgeHistoricalSociety,
WheatRidgeHistoricalSociety.org, or
email WRHistorical@gmail.com.

Year in Review –
City of Wheat Ridge
Floodplain Program
Once again, many parts of this country and the world have
experienced catastrophic and deadly flooding, in particular from
tropical storms, hurricanes, and more recently tsunamis. Fortunately,
Wheat Ridge has once again had an uneventful year for flooding.
However, that does not mean the City’s Floodplain Program has been
sitting idle.
Recently updated flooding information was completed for the area
tributary to Sloan Lake, basically east of Wadsworth Boulevard and
south of W 32nd Avenue. This includes areas that have a higher risk
for flooding but are not included in the City’s official floodplain maps.
Over the next year, the City will be evaluating whether additional
oversight of those higher risk areas would provide a higher level of
protection for properties in the southeast part of the City.
The flood maps for Clear Creek are still in the process of being
updated with the new lower flows that were approved in late 2016.
Draft maps are expected by the end of 2018 with final maps being
available by the Annual Floodplain Open House in late March of
2019.
Interested in river gauge data? It’s available now from a computer
or mobile device. Check for the link to the USGS gauge data for the
Golden gauge on the Floodplain page on the City’s website www.
ci.wheatridge.co.us. Select the time period as well as flows and/or
the gauge height to get the report. The data is nearly live with less
than a one hour delay. This is the nearest gauge on Clear Creek to
Wheat Ridge and provides a pretty good idea of what is happening in
the Wheat Ridge portion of Clear Creek. The flow data for this year is
shown below:

Get Involved with the Wheat Ridge
Environmental Sustainability
Committee
The Wheat Ridge Environmental
Sustainability Committee (WRESC)
is gearing up for a productive year
in 2019. The WRESC provides
recommendations
on
effective
environmental programs and policies
to the City Council and serves as a
forum for the community to offer
input concerning environmental
sustainability. The WRESC offers
opportunities for the community
to recommend and prioritize
environmental sustainability goals
for the City of Wheat Ridge municipal
operations and other communitywide sustainability efforts.
City Council determined that the
WRESC would focus on the following
six topic areas for 2019:
• Energy Efficiency and Green
Building
• Renewable Energy

•
•
•
•

Transportation
Solid Waste and Recycling
Water
Communication and
Engagement

As an investment in a sustainable
future, Council allocated $25,500 in
2019 funds toward WRESC initiatives.
This money will go toward several
initiatives, including Xcel’s Partner in
Energy program, where the City will
help to offset the cost of Home Energy
Squad assessments for the residential
community.
The WRESC welcomes community
input and ideas on initiatives within
the six topic areas. Additionally, the
WRESC is seeking committee and
project volunteers for the coming
year, and will be posting details on
the City website soon. Learn more at
www.ci.wheatridge.co.us/WRESC

The blue line represents the measured cubic feet per second (cfs)
or flow in the Creek and the yellow triangles show the median flows
for the last 43 years. As evident on the chart, the flows resulting from
snow melt this year peaked a little earlier and lower this last year. The
peak flows for the season occurred around early June at around 600
cfs. The impact of the rain events through the summer and the impact
of the dry summer and fall are also noteworthy. As a comparison, the
100-year flow for the gauge location is 8,600 cfs.
The City’s Floodplain Program also maintained its Class 5 rating
for 2018. This means almost half of Wheat Ridge residents with
flood insurance continue to receive a 25 percent discount on flood
insurance premiums. Less than 10 percent of communities in the
country have a rating of Class 5 or above. In Colorado, only six other
communities have achieved a rating this high.
For more information on the City’s Floodplain Program, visit the
City’s Floodplain webpage or contact the Floodplain Administrator,
Mark Westberg, at 303-235-2863 or mwestberg@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

Xcel Energy furnace, insulation and water heater rebates
Xcel Energy has up to $1,900 in rebates on highefficiency furnaces, insulation upgrades, and water
heaters. Staying warm and comfortable this winter can

also help keep cash in the pocket for winters to come.
To learn more and find a participating contractor, visit
www.xcelenergy.com/staywarm.
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www.wearelocalworks.org

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

Help Plan Localworks'

LIVE LOCAL PROGRAM

Returns December 1

Localworks and the City of Wheat Ridge
are hosting their annual Holiday Celebration
and tree lighting ceremony from 3 - 6:30 p.m.
on Saturday, December 1 along 38th Avenue
between Upham Street and Pierce Street.
This free event will continue to provide
the favorite activities including horse-drawn
carriage rides, hot chocolate and cookies,
holiday crafts, games and more.
Crafters and artisans will be selling their
wares at Four Seasons Farmers and Artisan
Market at 7043 W. 38th Avenue just in time for
holiday shopping. Local restaurants and food
trucks will provide cuisine for crowds while
holiday carolers sing in the season along 38th

Avenue. The main stage will feature musical
performances and martial arts demonstrations.
Santa and his elf will be at Wheat Ridge
Cyclery to meet with children and share the
inside scoop on the North Pole. A professional
photographer will capture the moment with
complimentary photographs with Santa.
Children will also have the opportunity to pet
a couple of Santa’s reindeer.
The City’s official tree lighting ceremony
will commence at 6:30 p.m. in front of Stevens
Elementary at 7101 W. 38th Avenue.
For more information or to volunteer, visit
Ridgeat38.com or contact Localworks at 720259-1030.

This year, Localworks has planned and executed
more than 30 Live Local events. Currently, these
events fall within two categories – Active and
Harvest. The Harvest Committee coordinated
and supported events such as the Colorado
Honey Festival, An Evening at Roost Farms and
Meet Your Farmer. These events celebrate Wheat
Ridge’s agricultural spirit and history. The Active
Committee coordinated many summer activities
including a weekly Run/Walk Club, monthly
Cruiser Rides, and bi-monthly Fitness in the Park
classes. These events encourage Wheat Ridge
residents to stay active and healthy. Localworks is
currently looking for more Live Local Committee
members. Anyone interested in shaping the
future of this program and encouraging their
community to live locally should join Localworks
for the Live Local Open House. This informational
evening will take place on Thursday, December 6
from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at iPIE (5807 W. 38th Ave.)

LOCALWORKS'
ANNUAL MEETING
Localworks will hold their Annual Meeting
on Wednesday, December 12 from 6–8 p.m. at
Amici's, 4300 Wadsworth. The event is open
to the public, and Localworks members are
especially encouraged to attend to vote on the
slate of new members for the Board of Directors.
The event will also include dinner and a highlight
of this year's accomplishments. To RSVP, visit
WeAreLocalworks.org/Annual-Meeting-2018.
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TAG'S TIPS:

Tag Reminds
Dog Owners that
Wheat Ridge has
a Leash Law!
Vaccination
Information

A simple reminder that YOU are
responsible for your dog’s activities
and keeping him/her under control
while in public areas. You can be
held accountable for the actions of
the dog (s) in your care.
Throughout all the seasons, WRPD
Community Services Officers are
out on trails and in parks reminding
owners about the required leash
law ordinance in the City of Wheat
Ridge (Sec. 4-8 Animal at Large
or 17-29 Parks and Rec: Animals)
When education isn’t enough,
CSOs will issue warnings to those
dog owners or caretakers who have
them off leash. At the discretion of
the officer, a municipal summons
can be issued for a loose dog that is
seen as a public safety issue or for a
habitual offender. All Wheat Ridge
residents and guests are reminded
that Fruitdale Park at 4700 Miller
Street is the only City-maintained
dog park available with a confined
off-leash dog enclosure. All other
City parks and open spaces require
dogs to be leashed and handled by
an adult caretaker at all times.
Using a leash while walking our
beautiful parks and trails is not only
the law but it’s a great habit because
it keeps all my canine friends safe.
Your four-legged best friend may be
well behaved; however, being offleash could put you and your dog

Foothills Animal
Shelter
Vaccine, License & Microchip
Clinics take place weekly at
Foothills Animal Shelter. No
appointment is needed. Bring
pet’s vaccination records.

CSO Josh Buissereth with Stevie (4 month old Boxer/ Shepherd mix) whose owners
were following the leash law outside Fruitdale Park.

at risk and be a danger to others or
wildlife. Additionally, by keeping
dogs on a leash and maintaining
control over their actions, you
decrease the risks of your dog
possibly contracting transmittable
diseases like rabies, parvo or
distemper. These diseases can
be harmful to your dog’s overall
health so please vaccinate my furry
friends. Rabies vaccinations are also
necessary prior to county licensing,
which is required for all dogs who
are residents of Wheat Ridge and
Jefferson County. Consult with your
local veterinarian on ways to help
safe guard your dog’s health and
welfare.

Did you know there are low cost
vaccination clinics held in Wheat
Ridge? Our own Dr. Jeff at Planned
Pethood offers clinics and so does
Foothills Animal Shelter (see right).
In fact, both also offer low cost
spay/neuter clinics to help keep
unwanted puppies and kittens from
ending up in our local shelters.
Please help keep my furry friends
happy and healthy with lots of onleash walks and visits with other
four-legged residents at the park.
Make it a point when you get your
flu shot to provide canine friends
with their vaccinations for Rabies,
Parvo and Distemper.

Help Pets Find Their Way Home

Planned Pethood Plus offers
affordable veterinary services
for every family! Vaccinations
can be done by appointment
during the week 10 a.m.-2
p.m. A walk-in vaccination
clinic is every Saturday 10
a.m.-2 p.m.

Take an active role in finding a lost pet by visiting
FAS as well as other shelters in surrounding areas to
search for a lost animal. Family pets are more likely to be
identified in person.

Prevent a pet from going missing:
• Make sure each pet is wearing a secure collar with
updated license and I.D. tags
• Get pets microchipped as a permanent form of
identification
• Update contact information on all forms of the pet’s
I.D. especially if a move takes place or there is a change
of phone numbers
When an animal arrives at Foothills Animal Shelter

Dogs
• Rabies: $15
• Distemper/Parvo
(DA2PPV): $20
• Bordetella: $20
• CIV: $20 (Requires a
booster to be given 3-4
weeks after the first
vaccine. Applicable fees
apply.)
• Microchip: $35
• License, required for dogs
over 4 months within
Jefferson County: $20.
Proof of current rabies
vaccination is required.

Planned Pethood
Plus Inc.

Having a pet go missing can be a difficult and stressful
experience. The goal of Foothills Animal Shelter (FAS) is
to help pets return home and there are lost and found
pet resources to increase the chance of a happy reunion.

If a lost pet is found in Jefferson County please bring
the animal to the Shelter as soon as possible. If found
outside of Jefferson County, take the animal to the
closest animal shelter within that county. Owners are
more likely to search for their missing pet at the shelter
closest to their home, so it is important not to take the
pet far from the area where it was found. The fee is also
higher to redeem a pet from out of the county.

Cats
• Rabies: $15
• Distemper/Panleukopenia
(FVRCP): $20
• Microchip: $35
• License, optional for cats
within Jefferson County:
$20. Proof of current rabies
vaccination is required.

as a stray or lost pet, staff checks first for a license, I.D.
tags, and then scans for a microchip (scans are done
for all companies’ chips which isn’t the case with all vet
offices). FAS then makes sure the pet has food, water,
clean bedding and a safe place to sleep. Photos are
posted with information on the FAS website’s Lost and
Found section.
The lost/found animal is held at FAS for up to five days
to give their owner a chance to reunite. Once five days
have elapsed, each animal will be given a medical and
behavioral exam to start the process of preparing them
for potential adoption.
For more info: foothillsanimalshelter.org/services/
lost-and-found/

• Rabies: $20
• Canine 5-1 (Distemper,
Hepatitis, Parvovirus,
Parainfluenza &
Adenovirus): $15
• Feline 5-1 (Distemper,
Panleukepenia, Chlamydia,
Calici & Rhinovirus): $15
• Canine Influenza: $20
• Bordatella: $20
• Oral Bordatella: $25
• All other single
vaccinations (Leukemia,
Leptospirosis): $20

