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City of Wheat Ridge Benefits from Federal Funding
Program to Address the Impacts of COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has long-reaching
impacts, not the least of which is the way in
which City governments provide services to
their communities. In response to those impacts,
the City of Wheat Ridge is receiving historic
and transformative funding from the federal
government through the American Rescue Plan
Act (APRA) which is designed to address the
strategic and long-term needs of communities. In
2021 and 2022, the City will receive approximately
$7.9 million in Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds from ARPA.
Understanding the American Rescue Plan Act
ARPA was signed into law on March 11,
2021 and in total, appropriated $1.9 trillion to
address the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
ARPA established the Coronavirus State and
Local Fiscal Recovery Fund which delivers
$350 billion to state, local, territorial, and
tribal governments to respond to the COVID-19
emergency and its economic impacts. This
funding ensures that governments have the
resources needed to:

• Fight the pandemic and support families
and businesses struggling with its public
health and economic impacts,
• Maintain vital public services, even amid
declines in revenue, and
• Build a strong, resilient, and equitable
recovery by making investments that
support long-term growth and opportunity.
The Treasury Department issued its final rule
on ARPA in January 2022, increasing the City’s
flexibility in terms of timing and usage of the
funds. Specifically, the final rule offers a standard
allowance of $10 million towards the most
flexible use of the funds through “lost revenue”
with streamlined reporting requirements. As the
City’s allocation is approximately $7.9 million,
it means that the entire allocation is considered
“lost revenue” and can be spent on almost any
government service.
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• Funding for increased operational
expenses including supplies, bus passes,
hotel vouchers, and emergency relocation
funding through 2026

Council Direction for Expenditure of ARPA Funds
At the April 4, 2022, Study Session, City
Council provided consensus to fund a number of
projects, programs, and initiatives that align with
the intent of ARPA and meet community needs.
Based on the decisions made, these funds will
make a significant impact on the lives of Wheat
Ridge residents. The projects, programs and
initiatives span 2021-2026 and include:

• Estimated City portion of the capital
and ongoing operational costs for the
regional housing navigation center
through 2026
• Partnership with Family Tree to
specifically address extended stay guests
of Wheat Ridge motels with housing
navigation services, rent, and security
deposit assistance, and case management
services

COVID Mitigation and Prevention
Funding for increased cleaning of City facilities
and vehicles, personal protective equipment,
employee vaccine and testing programs, and
technology to support remote and hybrid work
and public meetings through 2024.

• Increased contribution to the Metro
Denver Homeless Initiative through the
Metro Mayors Caucus in 2022

Assistance to Households
– Homelessness and Housing Initiatives

• One additional full-time Housing
Navigator to partner with the existing
Homeless Navigator in connecting the
City’s unhoused population to resources
and housing through 2026
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Food Insecurity and Assistance to Low-Income
Populations
The pandemic and the rising cost of food,

COVID FUNDS continues on page 7

Inside this issue...
2

Mayor's Corner

3

City Manager's Column

4

Ways to Engage

6

Economic Development Update

8

Police Department Updates

11 Localworks
12 Cody Says

2 • Connections

MAYOR
BUD STARKER
Sometimes the Best Ideas Come from Our Children
With warmer weather finally seeing
some traction against colder temps and
snow, many of our youngest residents
start looking forward to getting outside
to enjoy all our parks, trails, open space,
and wonderful playgrounds. This year,
the City of Wheat Ridge Parks and
Recreation department has exciting
improvement projects planned for ApelBacher Park, Creekside Park, Panorama
Park, a community garden proposed for
Randall Park, and new pickleball courts
at Prospect Park.
The department plans to replace the
playgrounds at both Apel-Bacher and
Creekside parks and is seeking resident
feedback. Quick, five-question surveys
are available for both Apel-Bacher
Park
https://bit.ly/ApelbacherSurvey
and Creekside park https://bit.ly/
CreeksideParkSurvey. Since kids are the
most frequent users of our playgrounds,
parents are encouraged to ask their
children to help fill out those surveys. The
deadline for the surveys is May 31, 2022.
While some of us may still be young at
heart and enjoy the occasional swing,
other equipment is specifically designed
for the size of our younger residents and
visitors.
A fitness court will be installed at
Panorama Park this summer. The court
will have scheduled group fitness classes
and orientations staffed by certified
fitness instructors and will be open for
public use during park hours. Created
with adults of all ages in mind, the
seven-station fitness court is adaptable
for all fitness levels. New users can also
download the free Fitness Court App
that transforms this outdoor gym into a

digitally-supported wellness ecosystem.
The City recently acquired property at
4100 Gray St. to expand Randall Park so
it is bounded by W. 43rd Ave., Fenton
St., W. 41st Ave., and Gray St. Based on
resident requests, the size of the space,
and existing park amenities, there is a
proposal to create a second community
garden in this new area. The Parks and
Recreation Department is also requesting
public feedback on this proposal as well.
This survey is more focused on grownups
and your opinions to create another
community space like Happiness Garden.
Take the Randall Park survey at https://
forms.gle/AqDqB3nMVAk5ntVA6
Finally, for those of you peering through
the fences at Prospect Park, we know you
can’t wait for this project to be completed
because it will include the pickleball
courts. The Prospect Park Phase 2
project broke ground in November 2021
and is scheduled to be completed by
September 2022. Concrete was recently
poured for the six new pickleball courts
and the improved entry road. Stay tuned
for updates in the Mayor’s Matters
enewsletter and subscribe at https://bit.
ly/WREnews or check the RootedinFun.
com website.
We are so fortunate to live in Wheat
Ridge with all that our City has to offer;
our beautiful bike and walking trails
adjacent to Clear Creek, the 23 local
parks, ballfields, playgrounds, and open
air venues for events like Performances in
the Park. My wife Mary and I are looking
forward to getting outside and enjoying
our beautiful City. Hope to see you out
there!

Pickleball Courts at Prospect Park take shape

City of Wheat Ridge Directors

Patrick Goff

City Manager
303-235-2819
pgoff@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Ken Johnstone

Community Development
Director
303-235-2846
kjohnstone@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Karen O’Donnell

Parks & Recreation
Director
303-231-1308
kodonnell@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Chris Murtha

Chief of Police
303-235-2913
cmurtha@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Allison Scheck

Administrative Services
Director
303-235-2826
ascheck@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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An Update on the Clear Creek Crossing Development
After much discussion and planning,
the long-awaited development at Clear
Creek Crossing is coming to fruition. Now
that the publicly funded I-70 access ramps
are complete, it’s hard to miss the activity
underway at Clear Creek Crossing.
This new development is a 110-acre mixed
use development currently under construction
at the intersection of I-70 and Highway 58
in Wheat Ridge. The project is focusing on
creating a strong sense of place that protects
and projects the cultural heritage of Wheat
Ridge using a modern agrarian design
aesthetic that blends traditional agrarian
forms and materials with modern archetypes
and uses. This development will focus on
creating physical and emotional connections
to the surrounding neighborhoods through
intentional branding, curating a dynamic
tenant mix and providing integrated
automotive,
pedestrian,
and
bicycle
connectivity that allows neighbors numerous
opportunities to shop, live, work, and play.
The Clear Creek Crossing development
will provide the region with a destination
development that provides a wide range
of uses to help grow the city’s commercial,
residential and employment bases. Through
the use of unifying design elements, including
architectural style, landscape design and
public spaces, this project is envisioned to be a
unique and authentic asset to the community.
Clear Creek Crossing is bringing new
restaurants, shopping, apartments, hotels,
recreation and interesting public spaces to
the City of Wheat Ridge and the Applewood
neighborhood.
Construction
of
the
Intermountain
Healthcare (formerly SCL Health) hospital is
well underway on 25 acres of the development.
The hospital’s stunning architecture featuring

floor to ceiling windows is already evident at
this point in construction and Intermountain
expects the hospital to open in 2024.
The Outlook Clear Creek 310-unit luxury
apartment is fully occupied, and a second
phase including an additional 250-unit is
currently in the City’s approval process.

Lifetime Fitness has submitted its plans and
a request for a building permit to construct
a new 111,000 sq. ft. facility with a 41,000 sq.
ft. amenity deck. Hampton Inn submitted an
application for a building permit to construct
a 150-bed hotel. All three of these projects
should break ground this year.
In mid-March, Foothills Credit Union
opened its doors on its new four-story
corporate headquarters just adjacent to the
Kum & Go which opened in 2021. Several
other projects at the development are in the
City’s planning process including a second
hotel, Dutch Bros. coffee shop, and a retail/
food/entertainment district. It has been
exciting to see this project taking shape along
our western corridor and there is much more
to come.

Patrick Goff
City Manager

Public Officials
MAYOR

CITY TREASURER

DISTRICT I

DISTRICT II

DISTRICT III

DISTRICT IV

Bud Starker

Chris Miller

Janeece Hoppe

Rachel Hultin

Korey Stites

Leah Dozeman

JUDGE

CITY CLERK

Judge Christopher
Randall

Steve Kirkpatrick

Judy Hutchinson

Scott Ohm

Amanda Weaver

Valarie Nosler Beck

303-235-2800
bstarker@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-231-1392
cmiller@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-235-2823
skirkpatrick@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-556-9425
jhoppe@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-369-9972
jhutchinson@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-464-7446
rhultin@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-722-1173
sohm@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-961-1801
kstites@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-725-8748
aweaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-301-9598
ldozeman@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-350-0772
vnosler@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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WAYS TO

ENGAGE WITH THE CITY OF WHEAT RIDGE

General City number
303-234-5900
Dispatch number
303-237-2220
Crime Prevention Team
303-235-2910
Community Services Team
303-235-2926
(Aggressive dog, Code Enforcement, Graffiti)

Follow Us on Social Media
Instagram —
@Wheat Ridge Police

Twitter —
@City of Wheat Ridge
@Wheat Ridge Police

NextDoor —
City of Wheat Ridge
Wheat Ridge Police Department

Facebook —
@City of Wheat Ridge
@Wheat Ridge Police Department

Get Involved

Website ci.wheatridge.co.us
• Submit a service request
• File a police or accident
report
• Review public records
• Subscribe to traffic and
weather alerts
• Apply for a building
permit
• File a sales tax return
• File a commendation or
complaint about a police
officer
• Watch City Council
meetings
• View the City calendar
• Contact elected officials
and staff
• And more!

•

Board or Commission
bit.ly/WRboardscommissions

•

WRPD Community Advisory
Group
Contact Michelle Stodden
mstodden@ci.wheatridge.co.us

WRPD Cadet Program
Contact Commander
Jon Pickett
jpickett@ci.wheatridge.co.us/
303-235-2914

•

•

Attend WR101 Fall Program
bit.ly/WR101

•

Coffee with the Mayor
2nd Sat. of the month
at Vinnola’s at 9 a.m

Offer Public Comment at Council/Planning Commission Mtgs
•
•

In person at meetings
Online WheatRidgeSpeaks.org

Provide Input on Wheat Ridge Projects
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com

City Newsletters
Subscribe to monthly Mayor's Matters
bit.ly/WRMayorsNews
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LIQUOR AUTHORITY
BOARD
May 12 and 26 – 9 a.m.
June 9 – 9 a.m.
July 14 – 9 a.m.
August 11 – 9 a.m.

PARKS AND
RECREATION
COMMISSION
May 18 – 6:30 p.m.
June 15 – 6:30 p.m.
July 20 – 6:30 p.m.
August 17 – 6:30 p.m.

SUSTAINABILITY
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

City Begins Development
of Affordable Housing
Strategy and Action Plan
With the rise in home prices
outpacing income growth and a
scarcity of homes for sale, the lack
of affordable housing has become
an urgent concern for many.
This issue is affecting residents
across all incomes on a national
and regional basis in addition
to right here in Wheat Ridge.
For example, there is a growing
gap between the cost of living in
Wheat Ridge and typical wages
for professionals that are vital to
a healthy, thriving community.
This means healthcare workers,
firefighters, police officers and
teachers often cannot afford to
live in or near the communities
they serve.
This important issue is being
addressed by the City of Wheat
Ridge with a new Affordable
Housing Strategy and Action
Plan. The plan will offer a deeper
understanding of the issue and
what the City can do to respond.
A public meeting is planned for
July 6, 2022, from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

PLANNING
COMMISSION
May 19 – 7 p.m.
April 7 and 21 – 7 p.m.
May 5 and 19 – 7 p.m.

at the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center at 4005 Kipling St.

RACE AND EQUITY TASK
FORCE

In October of 2021, the City
received a $150,000 grant from the
Colorado Department of Local
Affairs to create a plan that will
provide a Wheat Ridge-specific
housing needs assessment,
articulate priorities for supporting
different types of housing, and
identify which actions can be
taken to best address this issue.

May 26 – 6 p.m.
June 9 and 23 – 6 p.m.
July 14 and 28 – 6 p.m.
August 11 and 25 – 6 p.m.

The project will be largely
technical in nature with a
comprehensive review of data,
needs, gaps, and the variety of
tools that can support different
housing types. Opportunities
for community input will
include community meetings
and online engagement and
surveys. Watch for updates
later this summer on the City
website ci.wheatridge.co.us, in
Mayor’s Matters enewsletter and
at WhatsUpWheatRidge.com/
housing.

Take Part in Planning
the Future of 44th Avenue
The City of Wheat Ridge
and the consultant team, MIG
Inc., are undertaking the W.
44th Avenue Subarea Plan
throughout 2022, which focuses
on the portion of the City
between Clear Creek and I-70.
The plan will combine public
input with technical analysis
to establish a long-range vision
and guiding principles for
the W. 44th Avenue planning

May 19 – 6 p.m.
June 16 – 6 p.m.
July 21 – 6 p.m.
August 18 – 6 p.m.

area which will guide future
development decisions.
Save the date! The next public
meeting to discuss preliminary
concepts will be held on July
6, 2022, at the Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center 4005 Kipling
St. from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Engagement for the 44th
Avenue Subarea Plan began in

44TH continues on page 12

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
May 26 – 7 p.m.
June 23 — 7 p.m.
July 28 — 7 p.m.
August 25 — 7 p.m.

ANDERSON OUTDOOR
POOL OPENS
May 28

MEMORIAL DAY
HOLIDAY OBSERVED
May 30 — City Offices and
Active Adult Center Closed.
Recreation Center open
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL STUDY
SESSIONS
June 6 – 6:30 p.m.
July 18 – 6:30 p.m.
August 1 and 15 – 6:30 p.m.
Canceled: June 20, July 4

CULTURAL
COMMISSION
June 8 — 6 p.m.
July 13 — 6 p.m.
August 25 — 6 p.m.

WRPD COMMUNITY
ADVISORY GROUP
June 8 — 6 p.m.
July 13 — 6 p.m.
August 10 — 6 p.m.

PUTTING IT ALL
TOGETHER:
REGENERATIVE
FARMING SHOWCASE
June 8 – Happiness
Gardens

ROCKIES SKILLS
CHALLENGE
June 10 – Panorama Park

COFFEE WITH THE
MAYOR
June 11 — 9 a.m.
July 9 — 9 a.m.
No meeting in August

CITY COUNCIL
MEETINGS
June 13 and 27 – 7 p.m.
July 11 and 25 – 7 p.m.
August 8 and 22 – 7 p.m.

RIDGEFEST
June 18 – The Green at 38th

JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY
RECOGNIZED MONDAY
June 20 – City Offices and
Active Adult Center closed.
Recreation Center regular
hours

PERFORMANCES IN THE
PARK
Wednesday nights
beginning June 22 at
Anderson Park

TLC CLEAN UP DAYS
June 25, July 23, August 20
and September 17

FOURTH OF JULY
HOLIDAY
City Offices, and Active
Adult Center Closed.
Recreation Center open 5
a.m. – 5 p.m.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AND W. 44TH AVE.
SUBAREA OPEN HOUSE
July 6 — 4:30 p.m.

GOATS AND
RESTORATIVE GRAZING
July 13 – Lewis Meadows
Park

WHEAT RIDGE PARKS
AND RECREATION
PATRON APPRECIATION
July 27 – Active Adult
Center
July 28 – Recreation Center
July 29 – Anderson Pool

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
EVENTS
August 9

CARNATION FESTIVAL
August 12, 13 and 14 –
Anderson Park

RECREATION CENTER
CLEANING WEEK
(CLOSED)
August 22 – 26

ACTIVE ADULT CENTER
CLEANING WEEK
(CLOSED)
August 29 – September 2
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ECO N O MI C

D EVELOP M ENT

Steve Art

303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Renewal Wheat Ridge-Past and Present
Renewal Wheat Ridge (RWR), the City’s Urban
Renewal Authority is committed to the remediation
of blighting conditions in its five plan areas by
improving the visual aesthetics and environmental
aspects of the City, while helping create a better
community. This volunteer Board consisting of
seven community members and one City Council
representative gets to be in on the ‘ground floor’
of what’s happening in Wheat Ridge and is able
to support the community through the use of Tax
Increment Financing (TIF) funding for property
improvement. TIF allows the majority of property
taxes on an improved property to flow back to RWR.
RWR is proud of its commitment to remediating
blighting conditions in the community and
upgrading the retail, service, and residential
areas of the community. Board members see the
results of their decisions to fund projects and see
completed projects come to fruition that provide
new jobs, new housing, and new opportunities in
the City.
RWR Board members for 2022 are Chair Walt
Pettit, Vice Chair Shane Nicholson, Council Rep
Janeece Hoppe, District 1 Rep Celeste Tanner,
District 2 Rep Kristi Davis, District 3 Rep Marcia
Hughes, and District 4 Rep Christopher Bird. Past
Board members who have contributed include Tim
Rogers, Jesse Hill, James Bahrenberg, Janet Leo,
Val Nosler Beck, Kevin Hood, Michelle Koons and
Kelly Brooks
RWR produces an Annual Report detailing
the actions of the Commission. These Annual
Reports can be found on the City’s website at www.
ci.wheatridge.co.us.

Steve Art Wins Prestigious Governor’s
Award for Downtown Excellence
Downtown Colorado, Inc. (DCI) is pleased to announce that Steve
Art, the Executive Director of the Wheat Ridge Urban Renewal Authority
was presented the Governor’s Award for Downtown Excellence at its
annual conference.
Since 2003, the Downtown Colorado, Inc. (DCI) Governor's Awards
for Downtown Excellence have recognized outstanding projects and
people in Colorado that demonstrate creativity in the face of challenges,
unlikely and enduring partnerships and dedication to community to

AWARD continues on page 7

City staff and the
Mayor helped
to celebrate the
expansion of
Cosmo's Bakery.

Wheat Ridge
Business
Walk Planned
for June 14
The City of Wheat Ridge will
host its business walk on Tuesday,
June 14 from 9 a.m. to noon. The
Business Walk is conducted every
other year with small teams of
volunteers who are assigned
specific areas of Wheat Ridge. Each
team enters the business and asks
three questions: “How is business,
how do you think it will be in the
next 12-24 months, and what can we
do to make business better?” The
team then leaves behind a packet of
information valuable to the business
community. Each team will spend
no more than 10 minutes in each
business and during Business Walk
will visit about 10-15 businesses.
To volunteer for the Business
Walk team, contact Steve Art, the
City’s Economic Development
Manager at 303-235-2806 or email
at sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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COVID FUNDS continued from page 1
rent, gas, utilities, and medical assistance have
placed residents in a position, many for the first
time, where they need a great deal of assistance.
Approximately 18% of Community Table families
served live in Wheat Ridge. Community Table is
preparing for an increase in demand for services
of 13% in the next year. Funding will assist Wheat
Ridge households with:

• Financial Assistance (rent, deposits,
utilities, etc.)
• Transportation Assistance (bus passes,
gas cards, etc.)
• Food Assistance
Behavioral Healthcare
Funds for two specific programs designed to
help community members access the tools
they need to manage stress and prevent longer
term behavioral health and substance abuse
problems.

• A full-time clinician to address the
mental and behavioral healthcare needs
of students at Wheat Ridge High School
for three years. This is a partnership with
the Jefferson Center, who will provide
the clinician, and Jeffco Public Schools
who will provide the space and access to
students.
• The Jefferson Center’s Community
Prevention and Engagement program
in Wheat Ridge for four years. This
program provides small and large group
trainings on topics such as building
resiliency, coping with vicarious trauma,
general wellness, self-care, dealing with
anxiety, parenting children through
stress, suicide prevention, etc. This
program was originally funded with
FEMA funding which ended in 2021.
Preventing and Responding to Violence
Funding for the Wheat Ridge Police Department
Telephone Reporting Unit and victims of crime.

• The Telephone Reporting Unit (TRU)
includes two civilian positions through
2026, providing coverage 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.,
seven days per week. Funding these
positions allows the department to keep

AWARD continued from page 6
further downtown initiatives. Each year
the Governor's Awards for Downtown
Excellence serve as a highlight for DCI’s
annual conference.
Art is a multiple winner of the award
having been presented the award
previously in 2020. “Steve has been our
Board Chair for the past four years,”
says Katherine Correll, DCI’s Executive
Director. “During those four years, Steve
has supported our organization’s goals
and efforts which have led us to be the
state’s non-profit leader in support of
downtowns.”
“I’m very honored to have been
selected as a multiple Governor’s
Award winner,” said Art. His original
term of Board Chair was to last for only
two years, but due to COVID and his
dedication and strong leadership, that
term lasted four years. “I really enjoy
working with our Board of Directors

ARPA Category

Description

COVID Mitigation and
Prevention

Testing, vaccine program, sanitation, technology, etc.

Assistance to Households

Homelessness and housing initiatives

Food Insecurity and
Assistance to LowIncome Populations

Through Community Table, impacts low-income
households disproportionately affected by the pandemic

$146,000

Behavioral Healthcare

Clinician in Wheat Ridge High School and Community
Prevention and Engagement Program

$481,000

Preventing and
Responding
to Violence

Telephone Reporting Unit staffing and victims’ services

$753,872

Parks Projects
(“Lost Revenue”)

Parks and Recreation unfunded capital projects

$1,921,652

Water Infrastructure

Lena Gulch Simms Overbank floodplain project

$1,625,000

Total

$613,480
$2,332,275

$7,873,279

officers on the streets rather than staffing
the phones while affording residents and
business owners a convenient way to
report non-emergency incidents.
• The City partners with several agencies
that serve victims of crime including
Porchlight Family Justice Center, Victims
Outreach Incorporated, Jefferson Center
and Ralston House and has included funds
in this category to support the critical and
ongoing work of these partners.
Lost Revenue – Parks Projects
While parks and recreation projects are not
specifically called out as an eligible use in ARPA,
the “Lost Revenue” category provides funding
for any government service. Several high impact
parks projects have been deferred due to lack
of funding and are included in this package.
Funding for parks capital improvements
includes:

• Outdoor Fitness Court at Panorama
Park - a free outdoor exercise option
which opens in June 2022
• Panorama Park Tennis Court
Replacement – upgrading to post tension
concrete courts
• Fruitdale Park Playground Surface –
replacing the current wood chips with a
safer pour-in-place surface

and the staff of DCI. Everyone
works really hard and as a team to
make Colorado’s downtowns and
communities a great place to live and
do business. And while COVID led us
to face many challenges, I believe we
are a stronger organization due to how
we faced those challenges. As I step
away from the Chair position, I will still
be part of this group and continue to
support downtowns and all our special
districts throughout the state.”
DCI is a nonprofit, membership
association committed to building
better communities by providing
assistance to Colorado downtowns,
commercial districts, main streets,
rural communities, and town centers.
Established in 1982 as Colorado
Community Revitalization Association,
and now dba Downtown Colorado,
Inc., the organization provides five
core services to organizations and
individuals engaged in downtown and
commercial district development:

Amount

• Prospect Lake Water Quality
Improvements – supporting the
development of healthy habitat so that
fish and other habitat in the lake, as well
as grass and trees throughout the park,
can thrive
• Tabor Lake Trail –establishing an
accessible trail around Tabor Lake with
additional connectivity to the Clear
Creek Greenbelt
Water Infrastructure
This category provides funding to increase
flow capacity to Lena Gulch and reduce
flooding in the area in conjunction with the
Mile High Flood District who will pay 50% of
the total cost.
As ARPA funds are distributed for these
projects, programs and initiatives, staff will
provide regular updates to Council and the
community. With this ongoing stewardship,
staff and City Council will ensure ARPA funds
are used as intended to support families and
businesses in Wheat Ridge who continue to
struggle with the public health and economic
impacts of COVID, maintain vital public
services, and help build a stronger, more
resilient community.

Wheat Ridge Receives
Grant from Colorado
Department of
Transportation for Bike Racks
The City of Wheat Ridge was awarded
a $50,000 Main Street Grant from the
Colorado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) that is being used to enhance 38th
Avenue between Upham and High Court.
The two new bike racks were designed
and fabricated by Wheat Ridge resident
Lucas Onorato owner of LucsSteel and
Fabrication.
Along with the bike racks, located at the
corner of 38th and High Court and 38th
and Teller Street, the grant funds were used to purchase a new outdoor
patio that will be installed later this spring and two sanitation stations
that will be placed near the new bike racks.
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The Heart of the Wheat Ridge Police Department

Chris Murtha
Chief of Police

Exceptional
People
Providing
Exceptional
Service!

In every successful organization
there always seems to be one “go to”
person who is the hub of knowledge
and the center of activity. When I
was hired to work in Wheat Ridge
I wondered who or if the Wheat
Ridge Police Department had such
a person. On day one it was evident
that Wheat Ridge had such a person
and who it was. And that person was
our Administrative Assistant, Michelle
Stodden.

Whenever someone does not have
an answer or know what to do they
come to Michelle. She is a wealth of knowledge and the friendly
face that makes asking questions easy. Her time is yours and
she will always drop what she is doing to help. Her heart is
huge, and we are all better for it. Michelle is the heartbeat of
the department in many ways, connecting personnel with
each other and the community with the department. In her
many years with the agency, she has provided administrative
support, while also assisting with grant management and
annual budget planning. Her knowledge of policy and
procedure is unmatched and there is nothing too large or too
small on which Michelle will focus her attention.
When I arrived in Wheat Ridge I was introduced to
Michelle and she has not only helped me but she helped me
to understand so much of what Wheat Ridge stands for and
who we are. Due to a staffing shortage the last year and a half,
Michelle added the role as my assistant to her daily work.
Even with these added duties, her cheerful demeanor shone

Officer Cuney retires
Crime Prevention Officer Krista Cuney is
hanging up her duty belt for the Wheat Ridge
Police Department after nearly 19 years. She
graduated from what was then the Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Police Academy in December
of 2003. Since that time, she has served the City
of Wheat Ridge as a patrol officer (for 10 years) as
a School Resource Officer (for seven years) and Cuney
as one of the agencies most proficient driving
instructors for about 15 years. Chief Murtha says
he’s never seen anyone navigate a J turn with such skill! Cuney
was also a negotiator on the West Metro SWAT for seven years.
Additional awards Cuney has received include: the City’s
‘Move the Needle’ Award presented in 2016 to an outstanding
City employee for their dedicated service exceeding the
community’s expectations of customer service; Medal of
Recognition for being one of four to create what is now known
as ‘Operation Blue Santa’ (2015); Medal of Commendation
for working with the St. Baldricks Foundation and raising
money for kids with cancer (2014); Certificate of Appreciation
fromm the Jefferson County School District for work with the
Truancy Office (2018); Letter of Commendation for assisting
in negotiating with a suspect who had felony warrants and
was in possession of a stolen vehicle and a gun while on the
SWAT Team (2013); Letter of Commendation for assisting in
the arrest of two armed robbery and home invasion suspects
out of Indiana (2005). Cuney won a contest with RMLEFCU in
which she had to write a small blurb about the department and
its outstanding employees and why they deserved a “free visit"
from the “Biscuit Bus” to the department. Her nomination won
and the Denver Biscuit Company food truck provided food for
all department employees.
“I am very happy to be staying in the City as a Court Marshal
and continuing to work with the most dedicated people in
law enforcement that I know,” stated Cuney! While she will be
greatly missed by her colleagues in the WRPD, she won’t be far
away serving in a new capacity for the City’s Municipal Court. All
the best Officer Cuney.

through, and her positive
approach was always shared
with anyone who stopped by
the administrative suite.
The Wheat Ridge Police
Department is made up of
excellent people providing
excellent service and Michelle
Stodden is an excellent person
providing excellent service…
and more. Everyday we see the
great and visible work of our
uniformed employees working
Stodden
in our community. They are
the best. Behind the scenes is a
staff of highly professional and talented individuals who keep
us afloat. We would fare poorly without Michelle Stodden and
our great professionals. Michelle is a great example of who we
are and what public service is all about.
Michelle is dedicated to this city and this community that
comes with a level of selflessness few can imagine. She makes
her work and the members of this agency her priority. The only
thing I have ever seen make Michelle as happy as her work is
her family, and most notably her granddaughter. Michelle is
about relationships, people, and family.
The police department is better with Michelle at work, and
it runs smoothly thanks to her efficiency, skill, and a wealth of
knowledge developed over her years serving the department!
Michelle is well deserved of receiving the WRPD Employee of
the Year Award for 2021.

WRPD
Promotions
Commander Scott Bellomy
Commander Bellomy was hired by
the Wheat Ridge Police Department on
November 4, 1997. He began his career
assigned to the Patrol Operations Division
where he served as a patrol officer, field
training officer, SWAT operator, and sniper.
As his career progressed, he served in the
Bellomy
Investigations Bureau as a Crimes Against
Children and Persons Team Detective and
spent many years as an undercover detective at the West
Metro Drug Task Force before being promoted to Sergeant. As
a Sergeant, Bellomy served in several roles to include Patrol
Operations, Administration, Interim Patrol Commander,
Team Leader on the West Metro SWAT, Firearms Team
Coordinator, and Special Investigations Unit Supervisor.
Commander Bellomy has attended specialized training at the
DEA Academy and is a graduate of the Northwestern School
of Police Staff and Command. He is currently assigned as the
Investigations Bureau Commander.
Sergeant Nathan Lovan
Sergeant Nathan Lovan was born and
raised in Fort Collins, Colorado. Before
being hired by the Wheat Ridge Police
Department, Lovan studied criminal
justice at the University of Northern
Colorado. He began his career with the
police department on April 20, 2006, and
was assigned to the Patrol Operations
Division as a patrol officer. During his Lovan
time with the department, Lovan served
for six years as an operator on the West
Metro SWAT, a motor officer on the Crash and Traffic Team,
and as a narcotics detective with the West Metro Drug Task
Force. Sergeant Lovan is currently assigned as a patrol sergeant
and works as a firearms instructor for the department.
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Public Safety Agencies Announce New
Alert System: LookoutAlert
LookoutAlert, the new emergency notification
system, is now available in Jefferson County, the City
and County of Broomfield, and the City of Westminster.
Residents and visitors are encouraged to register
cell phones for this free service (message and data
rates may apply) that allows individuals to receive
emergency notifications sent from local authorities
about potentially hazardous situations involving
natural or manmade disasters, public safety incidents,
severe weather, and other emergencies.
LookoutAlert allows residents to receive these types
of notifications – or alerts – via text, email, and/or voice
message. Residents may register for LookoutAlert at
LookoutAlert.co.
LookoutAlert replaces the previous emergency
notification system known as CodeRED. Individuals who
were signed up for CodeRED have been automatically
enrolled into LookoutAlert. These residents do not

need to sign up again but are encouraged to set up
an account in the new platform to be able to choose
what types of alerts they want to receive and to review
and update their information when necessary. All
landline residential and commercial phone numbers
within the three jurisdictions have also automatically
been enrolled into LookoutAlert. However, residents
and travelers to Jefferson County, Broomfield, or
Westminster who were not previously signed up for
CodeRED should sign up at LookoutAlert.co to receive
timely and actionable emergency alerts via email, text
or voice message.

Wadsworth Improvement Project
Construction Phasing & Schedule
Phase 0: Place temporary pavement on
the west side of Wadsworth and in the
median; Perform demolition activities
November 2021 – April 2021
Shift all traffic to the west side onto new
detour pavement between 39th Avenue
and I-70
Mid-Late April 2021 (overnight work)
Phase 1: Remove and replace utilities;
Construct east side of Wadsworth
Late April – Late 2022
Phase 2: Future phases shift traffic to
the east for southbound Wadsworth
construction
Year 2023

Accomplishments to date:
• Phase 0 temporary detour pavement
and traffic signal installation
complete
• 90% of joint utility work along
northbound Wadsworth complete
• Initial phase of retaining wall
construction along northbound
Wadsworth near I-70 complete

Current and Upcoming Work:
• Water quality pond, storm sewer
improvements and retain wall work
continues south of I-70
• Pavement removal along northbound
Wadsworth begins soon
• Water, sanitary sewer, and storm
drainage work under northbound
Wadsworth will generally occur from
north of south
Updated on April 8, 2022

Small

Changes to
WRPD Public
Information
Officer Role
Please join the Wheat Ridge Police
Department in welcoming Joanna Small,
our new full-time Public Information
Officer. The department’s current PIO
Sara Spaulding
has served the
department for
the past 5.5 years
and has taken
a position as
the Director of
Communications
for the City of
Spaulding
Grand Junction.
In addition to the
voice behind social media, Joanna is
responsible for responding to incidents
as the spokesperson for the department,
for media relations, and for contributing
content and articles about the police
department for inclusion on the City
website and in newsletters.
Most recently Joanna served as the
Public Affairs and Communications
Manager for the Lynwood Police
Department in a suburb of Seattle,
Washington. She has 15 years of
experience as an award-winning news
reporter, writer, videographer, editor,
and social media content creator for
television stations across the country.
A Colorado native, Joanna received her
Bachelor of Science degree in Broadcast
News from the University of Colorado,
Boulder and is excited to have moved
with her family back to the Denver area.

44th Avenue Hotel to Convert to Workforce Housing
The Howard Johnson Hotel located at 12100
W. 44th Avenue was recently purchased by a
Colorado-based company who plans to convert
the125-bed hotel to a 97-unit workforce housing
development.
Business partners Stuart Sloat and Eric
Boogaard have submitted plans for Tabor
Lake Apartments to the City and are working
with staff on final design elements and
approvals to obtain a building permit to begin
the transformation process. They anticipate
receiving approval and starting construction by
early summer.
Additionally, Renewal Wheat Ridge, the City’s
Urban Renewal Authority is participating in

the development through a $400,000 grant that
will add additional amenities to the project
including a workout facility and enhanced
common areas for the development’s residents.
“We think this is a great adaptive reuse and were
unanimous in our support of the development,”
said Walt Pettit, chair of Renewal Wheat Ridge.
“This is just one of the types of housing we need
in our area.”
“Repurposing existing buildings is a great way
to create housing the workforce can afford,”
said Stuart Sloat. “We convert existing hotels to
multi-family dwellings. This allows us to build
a new product at substantially lower cost than
new construction. It also brings our product

to the market quicker than new construction
and it will improve the neighborhood by adding
a new look to the existing hotel.” “It has a
great location and is in proximity to public
transportation. We believe this development
will be a great benefit to the region and offer
affordable units to a market that is in drastic
need of affordability,” continued Sloat.
Due for completion this fall, the 97-unit
building, that backs to Tabor Lake and Prospect
Park, will have a mix of studios, one and two
bedroom apartments. Besides a fitness room,
the facility will feature a co-working space,
indoor mail room, bicycle storage, outdoor
sitting area, and outdoor pet area.
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What’s
Happening
in Parks &
Recreation
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www.wearelocalworks.org

NEWS AND EVENTS FROM LOCALWORKS 2022
All the usual fun and more
at this year’s RidgeFest on
Saturday, June 18, 2022, from
10 a.m. - 8 p.m. at The Green
(in front of Stevens Elementary
School), located at 7101 W 38th
Avenue. A Wheat Ridge Maker
Faire is also scheduled for that
day. What is a Maker Faire?
Ac c o r d i n g t o h t tp://
makerfaire.com “From tech
enthusiasts to crafters,
scientists to garage tinkerers,
at Maker Faire novices and
experts of all ages come
together to show what they’ve
made and share what they’re
learning. It’s a community built
on curiosity, collaboration, and
resourcefulness. What are you
making? Come to Maker Faire
and show (& tell) the world.”
Alongside this massive showand-tell will be all the
traditional
elements
of
RidgeFest - food trucks,
local vendors, a beer garden,
kids entertainment, and live
music. All events are free to
the public. Learn more at
wearelocalworks.org/ridgefest.
The Traffic, Life quality
and Crime or TLC program
hosted by Localworks and
the Wheat Ridge Police
Community Services Team
is back this summer. There

are dates planned in four
locations starting in May until
September.

TLC Clean Up Days:
June 25 –

Trinity Baptist Church,
4490 Newland Street

July 23 –

Applewood Baptist
Church,
11200 W 32nd Avenue

August 20 –

Wheat Ridge United
Methodist Church,
7530 W 38th Avenue

September 17 –

Saint James Episcopal
Church,
8234 W 44th Avenue

In addition, neighbors
interested in securing a
dumpster for the entire
neighborhood or applying for a
block party grant can find more
information in the Programs
section of the Localworks
website. WeAreLocalworks.com
Community connections are
what make Wheat Ridge such a
special place, and Localworks
looks forward to making those
connections!
For more info, contact
Localworks Interim Executive
Director Jeremy Schwartz at
720-259-1030.

Don’t Live in a Floodplain? What is the Risk?
Everyone is at risk of flooding no matter the
location of the house. For most, the risk is very low.
However, for those living in one of the regulatory
floodplains, the chance of being flooded in any
given year is at least 1 percent. Over the life of a
30-year mortgage, there is a 23 percent change of
being flooded. Almost 2/3 of all flood claims in
Wheat Ridge have been for properties outside the
SFHA and LFHA.

Flood Insurance
The National Flood Insurance Program,
NFIP, makes federally backed flood insurance
available to property owners in communities
that adopt and enforce floodplain regulations.
Because the City participates in the Community
Rating System, CRS, an NFIP program, policies
receive an automatic 25% reduction in insurance

rates. The NFIP is using a new way to calculate
insurances rates, Risk Rating 2.0, so your quotes
from your insurance agent may look different this
year.
Flood insurance policies are sold through
licensed insurance agents and require a 30day waiting period for coverage to take effect.
So don’t wait for a flood to be forecast to get
flood insurance. More information about flood
insurance can be found at www.floodsmart.gov.
Losses due to flooding are typically not covered
by regular homeowner’s insurance.

Reduce or Mitigate Risk
There are several things that can lower or
mitigate the risk of flood damage.
• Obtain flood insurance

• Inventory items that can be damaged by
water, including pictures
• Keep valuable items out of basements or
elevate them
• Add a battery back-up to the sump pump
Other changes to the property to reduce
the risk of damage from flooding may require
hiring professionals and obtaining building and
floodplain permits, including:
• Raise appliances and HVAC equipment
above the flood elevation
• Add flood vents to a crawl space or garage
• Raise the house above the flood elevation

Improvements in a Floodplain
Have property in the SFHA? Be aware that most

FLOOD continues on page 12
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44TH continued from page 5
late January and will be active through
the end of the year. The visioning
phase ended in April with more than
150 community members providing
input. The project team has moved
on to the next phase of the project
which is evaluating preliminary
concepts and recommendations.

Each phase of the project
brings
additional
engagement
opportunities, including advisory
committee meetings, focus group
meetings, public meetings, online
engagement, and presence at local
events whenever possible to gather
more input.
Subscribe
to
updates
at
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com/44thavenue.

Help Keep Your Furry
Family Members Safe,
Get a License!
Microchipping and licensing pets gives me
and my furry friends lots of reasons to celebrate.
They help lost pets return home and licensing
fees go directly to Foothills Animal Shelter to
continue their mission of helping animals in
need. Did you know a license is also required for
dogs who live in Jefferson County?
Licensing a dog (aged 4 months and older)
helps reunite animals with their families faster
if they become lost. In addition, licensing keeps
the community safer by ensuring dogs with
licenses are current on their rabies vaccinations.
Foothills Animal Shelter also relies on licensing
dollars to support their work as they care for
more than 12,000 animals per year.
Dog licensing is available at Foothills Animal
Shelter or stop by the Wheat Ridge Police
Department Records window Mon-Thur 8 a.m.
– 5 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. – noon at 7500 W.
29th Ave. For more info about pet licensing and
registration foothillsanimalshelter.org/license/,
email license@fas4pets.org or call 303-278-7575.
The Wheat Ridge Police Department’s
Community Services Officers strictly enforce
the licensing program. Pet owners without
current dog license tags who are contacted by
a Community Services Officer will receive a
summons and are required to appear in court
and pay any fines. Want Fido or Buffy to have
time running free with their friends? Check out
Fruitdale Park’s off leash dog park. It’s the only
one in Wheat Ridge and otherwise dogs MUST
be on leash at all times, that includes open
space, trails and Wheat Ridge parks.
The annual license fee for a spayed/
neutered and unaltered dogs is just $20, and
while your dog doesn’t need to accompany you
to the PD or Foothills to get the license remember
to bring a current rabies vaccination certificate
from a veterinarian’s office.
Questions about licensing or other animal
control issues? Call the WRPD Community
Services Team message line at 303-235-2926.

FLOOD continued from page 11
improvements require a floodplain
permit. The permit is required for
the construction of new structures,
additions, fences, storage sheds,
the placement of fill, or storage of
materials.
For

additional

information

about construction in the SFHA
and LFHA, or to determine the
floodplain status of a property,
visit the City’s floodplain webpage at
www.ci.wheatridge.co.us/flood
or contact Mark Westberg, the
Floodplain
Administrator,
at
303-235-2863
or
mwestberg@
ci.wheatridge.co.us.

