Mayor's Matters May 2022

Coffee with Mayor Starker
The Mayor's coffee this month has been
cancelled due to a scheduling conflict. Please
join me on June 11 from 9-10 a.m. at
Vinnola's 7750 W 38th Ave.
"I would love to see you! "
Bud

Meetings and Special Event Calendar
City Council is now meeting in person. The public may choose to participate in
person, by video conference (see City Calendar for details) or by submitting written
comments at WheatRidgeSpeaks.org. More information on City Council meetings
Memorial Day Holiday May 30-City Offices, and Active Adult Center Closed.
Recreation Center open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
City Council Meetings May 9 and 23, 7 p.m.
City Council Study Sessions May 2 and May 16, 6:30 p.m.
Cops in the Community May 4, 9 a.m.
W. 35th Community Meeting May 4, 4:30 p.m.
WRPD Community Advisory Group Meeting May 11, 6 p.m.
Cultural Commission Meeting May 11, 6 p.m.
Liquor License Authority Board Meeting May 12, 9 a.m.
Coffee with the Mayor May 14, 9 a.m. canceled
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting May 18, 6:30 p.m.
Sustainability Advisory Committee Meeting May 19, 6 p.m.
Planning Commission Meeting May 19, 7 p.m.
Paint Recycling Event May 21, 9 a.m.
Board of Adjustment Meeting May 26, 7 p.m.
Race & Equity Task Force Meeting May 26, 6 p.m.
Anderson Park Pool Opens for the Summer May 28

City Office Hours
Hours are as follows:
City Hall Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 4 p.m
Building Division Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Municipal Court - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. M - F
Appointments are available from 8 – 9 a.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.
Please refer to the City Guide to make an appointment with a specific
department.
WR Recreation Center and Pool - Open M – Th from 5 a.m. – 10
p.m.,
Fri. from 5 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Sat. from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m., Sun. from
10 a.m. – 8 p.m. RootedinFun.com
WR Pool Schedule
Anderson Park Pool Schedule
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, sports and event rentals
Park and Facility Rentals - Accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center, Richards-Hart Estate, and park pavilions
WRPD Records - Open M – Th from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday 8 a.m. - Noon
Online Records Request
Active Adult Center - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., event rentals are available

Jefferson County
Announces New Emergency
Alert System LookoutAlert
Public safety officials in Jefferson
County, the City and County of
Broomfield, and the City of Westminster announced today that LookoutAlert is now
available to all residents within those jurisdictions, including both the Adams County
and Jefferson County portions of Westminster. LookoutAlert is a free service
(message and data rates may apply) that allows individuals to receive emergency
notifications sent from local authorities about potentially hazardous situations
involving natural or manmade disasters, public safety incidents, severe weather, and
other emergencies.
LookoutAlert allows residents to receive these types of notifications – or alerts – via
text, email, and/or voice message. Residents may register for LookoutAlert at
LookoutAlert.co.
LookoutAlert replaces the previous emergency notification system known as
CodeRED. Individuals who were signed up for CodeRED have been automatically
enrolled into LookoutAlert. These residents do not need to sign up again but are
encouraged to set up an account in the new platform to be able to choose what types
of alerts they want to receive and to review and update their information when
necessary. All landline residential and commercial phone numbers within the three
jurisdictions have also automatically been enrolled into LookoutAlert. However,
residents and travelers to Jefferson County, Broomfield, or Westminster who were not
previously signed up for CodeRED should sign up at LookoutAlert.co to receive timely
and actionable emergency alerts via email, text or voice message.

Updates from Parks and
Recreation
On Saturday, May 14 from 8 a.m.- noon,
Wheat Ridge Forestry and Open Space is
looking for 30 volunteers to assist with
planting trees in new locations and to
replace trees along 38th Avenue.
Coffee and pizza will be provided for
volunteers, along with safety vests, shovels,
and planting supplies.
Residents were able to participate in a Tree
Survey in fall 2021 to submit their preference
on types of trees planted. Partial tree funding has been generously provided by the
Colorado Tree Coalition at coloradotrees.org. Sign up to volunteer
Prospect Park Partial Opening
The City of Wheat Ridge, Farrington Construction Management and Design
Concepts are partnering on Phase II of the Prospect Park Renovation Project which
includes replacing the picnic pavilion, replacing the tennis court with pickleball courts,
improving the road, parking lots, and sidewalks in the Park, replacing the eastern
playground, and improving irrigation and landscaping throughout the Park.
After several delays in construction, the park entrance is now scheduled to open on
May 1. This will only be a partial opening with limited access to certain areas due to
construction. The new projected construction end date for the project is early
August.
Learn more

City Begins Development of
Affordable Housing Strategy
With the rise in home prices outpacing
income growth and a scarcity of homes
for sale, the lack of affordable housing
has become an urgent concern for
many. This issue is affecting residents
across all incomes on a national and
regional basis in addition to right here
in Wheat Ridge. For example, there is
a growing gap between the cost of
living in Wheat Ridge and typical
wages for professionals that are vital to
a healthy, thriving community. This
means healthcare workers, firefighters,
police officers and teachers often
cannot afford to live in or near the communities they serve.
This important issue is being addressed by the City of Wheat Ridge with a new
Affordable Housing Strategy and Action Plan. The plan will offer a deeper
understanding of the issue and what the City can do to respond. Opportunities for
community input begin with an Open House planned for Tuesday, June 21, 2022,
from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center at 4005 Kipling St.
Residents are encouraged to stop by and have a conversation as well as share
ideas. Learn more

City Plans Business Walk 2022
The City of Wheat Ridge will host its business walk
on Tuesday, June 14 from 9 a.m. to noon. The
Business Walk is conducted every other year with
small teams of volunteers who are assigned
specific areas of Wheat Ridge. Each team enters
the business and asks three questions: “How is
business, how do you think it will be in the next 1224 months, and what can we do to make business
better?” The team then leaves behind a packet of
information valuable to the business community.
Each team will spend no more than 10 minutes in
each business and during Business Walk will visit
about 10-15 businesses.
To volunteer for the Business Walk team, contact Steve Art, the City’s Economic
Development Manager at 303-235-2806 or email at sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

WRPD Hosts Cops in the Community
Join Chief Murtha and members of the Wheat Ridge Police Department for a cup of
coffee on Wed., May 4 from 9 - 11 a.m. at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center 4005
Kipling St. Bring questions or just stop and say hi.

WRPD Launches Community Partnership
for Traffic Safety
Concerned about speeding and other traffic issues? The
Wheat Ridge Police Department (WRPD) has launched a
new campaign entitled Community Partnership for
Improving Traffic Safety (CPITS) to address speeding and
other concerns in area neighborhoods.
The program offers community members an opportunity to
gather with a minimum of five neighbors who share traffic
concerns and make a report. After the concerns are
compiled and reviewed, officers will contact neighborhood
groups and schedule a time to meet in order to
understand the issues and talk about possible
enforcement and calming tactics that may be employed. Read more and add
locations of traffic concerns to the map.

Wadsworth Improvement Project
Continues Construction
Wadsworth Boulevard looks significantly
different now than just a few months ago. In
late April, all traffic between 39th Avenue
and 48th Avenue shifted west for major
construction activity along northbound
Wadworth. The elimination of left turns along
Wadsworth will take some getting used to.
From north of 39th Avenue to I-70, left turns
from Wadsworth are only permitted at 44th
Avenue. Left turns onto Wadsworth are
possible at 3 Acre Lane and 44th Avenue.
This traffic pattern is expected to remain in
place for approximately one year. More information on the final Wadsworth plan.
Businesses are open! Construction may impact how access is configured so drivers
are asked to note signage, traffic control devices, and crew instructions when
flaggers are present.
All work is weather-dependent, and schedules are subject to change. Schedule and
traffic impact information will be updated regularly and posted on the project web
page and at What's Up Wheat Ridge-Wadsworth. Any community concerns may be
directed to the project hotline at 303-390-0878
or wadsworthproject@ci.wheatridge.co.us. To receive traffic alerts about changes to
traffic patterns and lane closures, subscribe to Traffic Alerts on Notify Me on the City
website.

Sustainable Wheat Ridge Plans Paint
Recycling Event
The City of Wheat Ridge, the Sustainable
Neighborhood Network and GreenSheen will host
a paint recycling event on Sunday, May 21, 2022,
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Anderson Park located at
4355 Field Street in Wheat Ridge. This drive-thru
event is free; however, voluntary donations will be
accepted and these funds benefit the Sustainable
Neighborhood Network and community
sustainability projects. For more information email
sustainability@ci.wheatridge.co.us
Products accepted:
Oil, acrylic/latex paints, stains, shellacs, lacquers, sealers, varnishes, urethane
Unlimited number of five-gallon cans or smaller
Original, labeled, non-leaking containers

Wheat Ridge Community
Services and Dr. Jeff Host
Vaccination Clinic
On May 22, from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., the
Wheat Ridge Police Department
Community Services Team and Dr. Jeff
of Planned Pethood will present a low
cost vaccination clinic for Wheat Ridge
residents. Vaccinations include
Bordatella, Rabies, Distemper, and Dewormer for $10 each, and microchipping will
be available for $40. Dogs and cats can also get licensed for just $20, which is
required for residents of Jefferson County. The clinic will be offered in the large
parking lot just south of W. 50th Ave. Special thanks to Construction Industry Training
Council. Cash and credit cards will be accepted.

City Hosts Open House
for Input on W. 35th
Improving W. 35th Avenue
between Teller St. and Sheridan
Blvd. has been on the City’s
radar for several years, and
recent feedback from residents
through Let’s Talk East Wheat
Ridge reinforced this as a top neighborhood priority. Soon, City engineers will design
the street improvements, but first, the City wants to hear from residents! Interested
residents can share their thoughts on the potential street design through an online
survey or at the open house on Wednesday, May 4 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Active
Adult Center (6363 W 35th Avenue). Learn more and get involved at
whatsupwheatridge.com/35th.

Community Invited to Open House
for W. 44th Ave. Subarea Plan
The City of Wheat Ridge and consultant team,
MIG Inc., are undertaking the W. 44th Avenue
Subarea Plan throughout 2022, which focuses
on the portion of the city between Clear Creek
and I-70. The plan will combine public input with
technical analysis to establish a long-range
vision and guiding principles for the W. 44th
Avenue planning area which will guide future
development decisions.
Save the date! The next public meeting to discuss preliminary concepts will be held
on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center from 4:30-6:30
p.m.
Engagement for the 44th Avenue Subarea Plan began in late January and will be
active through the end of the year. The visioning phase ended in April with over 150
community members providing input. The project team has moved on to the next
phase of the project which is evaluating preliminary concepts and recommendations.
Each phase of the project brings additional engagement opportunities, including
advisory committee meetings, focus group meetings, public meetings, online
engagement, and presence at local events where possible to gain more input.
Learn More Community input is key to guiding the future of 44th Avenue. Everyone is
encouraged to be involved.

Welcome Fulltime PIO for
WRPD
Join the Wheat Ridge Police
Department in welcoming Joanna
Small, the full-time Public
Information Officer (PIO). The
department’s current PIO Sara
Spaulding has served the
department and the City as its
PIO/Communications Manager for
the past 5.5 years and is taking a
position as Director of
Communications with the City of
Grand Junction.
In addition to the voice behind
social media, Joanna will be
responsible for responding to incidents as the spokesperson for the department, for
media relations, and for contributing content and articles about the police department
for inclusion on the City website and in newsletters.
Joanna currently serves as the Public Affairs and Communications Manager for the
Lynwood Police Department in a suburb of Seattle, Washington. She has 15 years of
experience as an award-winning news reporter, writer, videographer, editor, and
social media content creator for television stations across the country. A Colorado
native, Joanna received her Bachelor of Science degree in Broadcast News from the
University of Colorado, Boulder and is excited to be moving with her family back to
the Denver area.

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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