Mayor's Matters January 2022

Coffee with the Mayor
Coffee with the Mayor is planned for
Saturday, January 8, from 9-10 a.m. at
Vinnola's at 7750 W. 38th Ave. Please stop by
with your questions and share a cup of coffee
with me. Hope to see you there and Happy
New Year!

Meetings and Special Event Calendar
In addition to in-person, meetings will also continue to be offered virtually on video
conference to encourage broad participation. Wheat Ridge Speaks also remains
available for public comment. Please check the calendar to confirm whether meetings
are virtual or in-person based on any changes to directives from CDPHE and JCPH
related to COVID-19 restrictions
New Year's Day Holiday Observed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1
City Offices and Active Adult Center Closed, Recreation Center Regular Hours
City Council Study Session January 3, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission January 6, canceled
City Council Meeting January 10, 7 p.m.
Cultural Commission Meeting January 12, 6 p.m.
Electric Vehicle Ribbon Cutting January 12, noon
WRPD Community Advisory Group Meeting January 12, 6 p.m.
Race & Equity Task Force Meeting January 13, 6 p.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday January 17, 2022
City Offices and Active Adult Center Closed, Recreation Center Regular Hours
City Council Study Session January 17, canceled
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting January 19, 6:30 p.m.
Sustainability Advisory Committee January 20, 6 p.m.
City Council Meeting January 24, 7 p.m.
Housing Authority Board January 25, canceled
Board of Adjustment January 27, 7 p.m.
Race & Equity Task Force January 27, 6 p.m.

City Office Hours
Hours are as follows: (face masks as required indoors per JCPH order)
City Hall Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 4 p.m
Building Division Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Appointments will be available between the hours of 8 – 9 a.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.
Please refer to the City Guide to make an appointment with a specific
department.
WR Recreation Center and Pool - Open M – Th from 5 a.m. – 10
p.m.,
Fri. from 5 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Sat. from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m., Sun. from
10 a.m. – 8 p.m. RootedinFun.com
WR Pool Schedule
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, sports and event rentals
Park and Facility Rentals - Accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center, Richards-Hart Estate, and park pavilions
WRPD Records - Closed until further notice Online Records Request
Municipal Court - Open M – F from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Check website for updates
Active Adult Center - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., event rentals are available

Welcome WRPD's Newest
Officers
Congratulations to the six new officers to
join the WRPD family. They graduated in
December from the Jefferson County
Sheriff's and Lakewood Police Combined
Police Academy.
Pictured left to right with WRPD
Command staff and members of Patrol:
Commander Hunt, Chief Murtha, Officer
Sgro, Officer Romero, Officer Longson,
Officer Binder, Officer Fischer, Officer Nelson, Commander Pickett, Officer Fischer
(proud dad), Division Chief Lorentz, and Sergeant Brooks.

Wadsworth Improvement Project
Continues Construction
Thanks to warm and unseasonably dry
weather, work on the Wadsworth
Improvements project is on track. North of
44th Avenue, temporary pavement is in
place on the west side of the road and traffic
is anticipated to shift in late February or early
March.
In the meantime, work is underway on a joint
utility trench on the east side of Wadsworth.
Northbound Wadsworth traffic may shift daily
around that work zone on the right side of
the road. Northbound single lane closures are possible from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m; however,
two lanes will remain open during peak travel times in the morning and evening.
Work also continues near the Clear Creek Trail east of Wadsworth. Trail access will
remain open while a new box culvert is placed under the trail. This work will take
several weeks to complete so users should exercise caution while using the trail.
Please note that construction is impacting bus stops. Check RTD Rider Alerts for
route 76 for information about changes.
Schedule and traffic impact information will be updated weekly and posted on the
project web page and at What's Up Wheat Ridge-Wadsworth. Any community
concerns may be directed to the project hotline at 303-390-0878 or
wadsworthproject@ci.wheatridge.co.us. To receive traffic alerts about changes to
traffic patterns and lane closures, subscribe to Traffic Alerts on Notify Me on the City
website.

Two New Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations Being Installed
The City of Wheat Ridge will cut the ribbon on two
new Electric Vehicle Charging Stations on
Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at noon in the
northwest corner of the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center parking lot at 4005 Kipling Street. Beginning
Jan. 1, 2022, the City of Wheat Ridge will be
charging $1/hour for use of the charging stations.
The SemaConnect Model 630 Level 2 dual-port
electric vehicle charging stations are located at the
Wheat Ridge Recreation Center and at Wheat Ridge
City Hall 7500 W 29th Ave.
The purchase and installation of the charging stations were funded through two
Charge Ahead Colorado grants. The City received an Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
grant from Xcel Energy in 2020 to cover the costs associated with the electrical
infrastructure upgrades necessary for electric vehicle charging.

New Let's Talk Neighborhood Blitz
in Full Swing
Start the New Year off right with a renewed
commitment to get more involved in decisions
that impact neighborhoods in the City of Wheat
Ridge. Two neighborhoods have joined the
Let’s Talk Resident Engagement Program,
Anderson Park and Fruitdale. Round one of
engagement is complete, and round two will begin in late January 2022 and consist
of a survey, an open house event, and other fun ways to provide neighborhood
feedback. To learn more or to take the survey, go to whatsupwheatridge.com, email
lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us, or call 303-205-7520.

W. 38th Master Planning
Process Launches in 2022
Following a discussion on December
6, staff will return to City Council in
2022 with a proposed scope of work
and a request for a budget
supplemental to fund a master
planning design process of W. 38th
Avenue from Kipling to Youngfield
streets.
In 2022, the City will launch a robust
community outreach campaign with a range of ways the community can provide
input. The initial phase of work for 38th Avenue would be to gather community input
about desired improvements. Based on information collected from that master
planning process, a plan will be created to guide decisions about the corridor.
Ways in which the community will be able to provide input may include attending
neighborhood meetings or open houses, subscribing to Notify Me for project and
calendar alerts on the City website, commenting on What’s Up Wheat Ridge (watch
for the W. 38th project page to go live in 2022), and subscribing to the monthly
Mayor’s Matters enewsletter for updates on specific outreach programs like W. 38th.
There will also be opportunities to provide public comment in person or virtually at
upcoming Council meetings and on Wheat Ridge Speaks. Listen in on the discussion
from the Dec. 6 City Council meeting. Stay tuned as we launch the public outreach
process in 2022!

Wheat Ridge Parks & Rec Gets
Approval for New Outdoor
Fitness Court
The Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department has received approval from
City Council for $187,402 from the City’s
American Rescue Plan allocation to install a
new outdoor fitness court at Panorama Park
in early 2022.
The City initially received a $30,000 grant
from the National Fitness Campaign (NFC)
and Colorado Parks and Recreation Association (CPRA) to fund the creation of this
new outdoor facility for the community like the one pictured here outside at the Green
Mountain Recreation Center.
The fitness court from the NFC is installed on a 38-foot by 38-foot concrete slab with
sport tile flooring. The court includes seven body-weight exercise stations focusing on
core, squat, push, pull, lunge, agility and bending movements. Each station is
approximately six feet apart. The court can be used year-round. There are
instructions for exercises included with the court, as well as access to a free phone
application where more workouts can be viewed. Read more

5 Fridges Goats Head Home for Winter
Staff of Parks, Forestry and Open Space helped 5 Fridges Farmer Amanda Weaver
and volunteer Andi Murtha load Arlo and the rest of the herd for the trip home from
Happiness Gardens. They spent the summer grazing noxious weeds at Kipling Open
Space and Lewis Meadows, and in the fall moved to clean up the remains of the
harvest. Their work is done for the year and they will spend the winter relaxing before
heading baaack out in the spring.

City Begins Subarea Plan for
West 44th Ave
The City of Wheat Ridge has hired a planning
consultant, MIG. Inc, to assist with the West
44th Avenue Subarea Plan. The plan will
focus on West 44th Avenue from Youngfield
Street to Clear Creek near Field Street; it
includes the portion of the City between Clear
Creek and I-70. A public meeting is planned
for 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. on Wed., Feb. 23, 2022,
at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center at
4005 Kipling Street. Learn more at What's Up
Wheat Ridge or on the City website
The subarea planning process will help to establish a long-range vision and guiding
principles for the West 44th Avenue corridor and will guide future development
decisions. The plan will include an assessment of land use, transportation circulation,
neighborhood connections, and redevelopment standards to ensure they are
appropriate for the corridor. The subarea plan will focus on revitalization and
reinvestment in the West 44th Avenue corridor, including businesses, neighborhoods,
key economic drivers, and community assets. The goal is to create a vision and
redevelopment strategy for improvements to the West 44th Avenue corridor and
identify priority actions that will help achieve the vision and visibly improve the
community. Read more

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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