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Construction
on Wadsworth
Improvement
Project Begins
In 2016, Wheat Ridge voters supported a
temporary sales and use tax increase to complete
four projects. One of those projects is to improve
Wadsworth Boulevard to relieve traffic congestion,
improve business access, and provide better options
for pedestrians and cyclists. Last improved in 1950,
this project includes modernizing and improving
Wadsworth from 35th Avenue to I-70 with efficient
and safe intersection designs, safer entrances
and exits for vehicles accessing businesses, and
a continuous sidewalk on the west and a bike/
pedestrian path on the east side of Wadsworth from
35th Avenue to the Clear Creek Trail. View the design
for the area near the 44th Avenue intersection.
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com/ Improve-Wadsworth
Concrete Works of Colorado was awarded the
project and after breaking ground in late October,
started preparing the area adjacent to southbound
Wadsworth for a temporary roadway. Soon all
traffic will shift to the west side of the road allowing
construction to begin on the new northbound lanes
as well as the improvements along the east side of
Wadsworth. The contractor team will work through
the winter to relocate and install new utilities. In 2022,
most of the work will be focused on the area north of
38th Avenue. Once improvements are complete on
the east side, construction activities will move to the
other side of Wadsworth. Wadsworth will be under
construction for two years and keeping residents
informed of the project's progress is a priority.
Business access and two lanes in each direction will
be maintained throughout construction. Overnight
and infrequent off-peak lane closures are expected.
There is also a plan to address any potential
traffic concerns within neighborhoods. Project

7500 W. 29th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

On October 12, Wheat Ridge elected oﬃcials and project partners gathered to celebrate the oﬃcial start of
construction for the Wadsworth Improvement Project!

completion is anticipated for late 2023. Schedule
and traffic impact information will be updated
weekly and posted on the project web page (https://
bit.ly/WRWadsworthProject). Any community
concerns may be directed to the project hotline at
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U.S. Postage PAID
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303-390-0878. Responses to frequently asked
questions are available at WhatsUpWheatridge. To
receive traffic alerts about changes to traffic patterns
and lane closures, subscribe to Traffic Alerts on
Notify Me on the City website
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MAYOR
BUD STARKER
Start the Holidays by Shopping Local
The holiday season is right around the corner
and I hope you are planning to spend some time
shopping local the Saturday following Thanksgiving.
That’s Small Business Saturday and Wheat Ridge
has more to offer than ever! We have new retail
stores, new coffee shops and breweries, new
restaurants and those who staunchly weathered the
pandemic, thanks in large part to the support of our
community, have come back stronger than ever to
serve you, your family, and friends.
Did you know that for each dollar you spend
locally, three and ½ cents of the sales tax comes
directly back to our City and is used to improve the
community? By shopping Wheat Ridge this holiday,
your sales tax dollars come back to you in City
services, improved public safety, better parks and

open space, and a healthy community.
This is also the time of year those doing business
in Wheat Ridge need to renew their business
license. Whether your business is located in the
City of Wheat Ridge or not, every individual or
entity engaged in conducting business in the
City of Wheat Ridge must have a business license
each year. Go online to ci.wheatridge.co.us/153/
Licensing to learn more about applying for a new
business license or renewing your existing license
for the 2022 calendar year. A business license is
$20 at the time of application and upon renewal
each calendar year on January 1. Once the license
application is approved, the business is required
to file a Sales and Use Tax Return, even if no tax is
owed. Thanks for doing business in Wheat Ridge!

Don’t forget to also join me for the annual
Holiday Celebration and lighting of the lights at
the Green on 38th. Localworks is again planning a
festive event on December 4 from 3-6:30 p.m. Many
of the most popular activities are back including the
horse drawn carriage rides and the live reindeer.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will also be there so you
and your child can take a selfie with the man in
red. Local businesses are also participating this
year so check out the website for all the details
wearelocalworks.org While we are all keeping a
close eye on the current number of COVID cases
and hospitalizations, with guidance from Jefferson
County Public Health, I’m so grateful we can begin
gathering again to enjoy one another and all that
our beautiful city has to offer. I hope to see you in
December!

Congratulations to the 2021 Wheat Ridge 101 Graduates!
Wheat Ridge 101 is a free, interactive course
that took place over seven weeks in the fall of
2021. Provided in partnership by the City of Wheat
Ridge and Localworks, this program is designed to
share detailed information about how the City of
Wheat Ridge works, and to discuss strategies for
community input and engagement.
These Wheat Ridge 101 graduates were recognized
by City Council for their interest and dedication
during the City Council Meeting on November 8,
2021.
Matt Abell
Kevin Bogue
Bob Brazell
Aaron Caldwell
Kelsey Cates
Clarence Fullard
Cheryl Garcia
Dan Larson

Jeremy Laufer
John Route
Juanita Stites
Judi Vessa
Chelsea Villalba
Vivian Vos
Jean Vratil
Shannon Wilson

Wheat Ridge 101 is a new program that first
launched in 2020, and covered topics related to:
• City of Wheat Ridge Government and How it
Works
• How We Got Here: Wheat Ridge as an Evolving
City
• How the Community can Effectively Provide
Input and Get Involved
• How Change Occurs: Planning, Zoning,
Economic Development, and Urban Renewal
• Building an Understanding of Infrastructure,
Public Works and Engineering
• How the Wheat Ridge Police Department Keeps
the Community Safe
• Engaging in the Fun with Parks and Recreation
Department

Each week, the class heard from City staff and/or
community partners and participated in activities
and exercises to become more familiar with the
topics discussed and to gain a better handle of City
operations. The goal of the program is to learn about
the City, but another outcome is for graduates to
continue to get more involved with their community,
and to serve as neighborhood ambassadors who can
help translate the complicated world of government!
Applications for the fall 2022 program will open in
the summer of next year. There is no resident or age
requirement to apply to this program. Wheat Ridge
101 is open to anyone with a connection to Wheat
Ridge who is interested in learning more about the
City.
Find more information on the City webpage
at ci.wheatridge.co.us/1776/Wheat-Ridge-101 or
email WR101@ci.wheatridge.co.us with questions
about this program.

City of Wheat Ridge Directors

Patrick Goff

City Manager
303-235-2819
pgoff@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Ken Johnstone

Community Development
Director
303-235-2846
kjohnstone@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Karen O’Donnell

Parks & Recreation
Director
303-231-1308
kodonnell@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Chris Murtha

Chief of Police
303-235-2913
cmurtha@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Allison Scheck

Administrative Services
Director
303-235-2826
ascheck@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Greg Knudson

Public Works Director
303-205-7601
gknudson@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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Wheat Ridge Council Adopts Budget for 2022
Exciting Plans for the Year Ahead
These are exciting times for Wheat
Ridge. To gain an understanding of
the projects and initiatives that are
underway in the City, residents need
look no further than the 2022 budget
which was adopted by City Council on
October 11, 2021. Review the budget
on the City’s website at ci.wheatridge.
co.us/115/City-Budget. I recommend
that residents first review my budget
message to City Council, which
provides a thorough outline of the
budget’s important components.
Unlike a number of Colorado
municipalities, Wheat Ridge fared
well
economically
throughout
the pandemic. A combination of
prudent reductions in expenditures,
conservative
2021
budgeting,
strong support for local business
and financial support through the
federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act
ensured that the City remained on
sound financial footing. Reductions
in staffing, capital projects, vehicles
and initiatives contributed to a
projected unrestricted financial
reserve of 37.7 percent of annual
operating expenditures in 2021, well
above Council’s target of 25 percent.
As the local economy continues
to grow and excel, the 2022 budget
paints a picture of progress with

Patrick Goff
City Manager

significant increases in projected
capital spending to improve quality
of life in Wheat Ridge. The City’s
main fund for capital projects, the
Capital Improvement Program,
increases by 46.1 percent in 2022
over 2021. Exciting projects budgeted
in this fund include the Wadsworth
Improvement Project (mostly offset
by grant revenue), preventative street
maintenance, additional funds to
support the Neighborhood Traffic
Maintenance Plan, bicycle lanes on
Harlan Street between 32nd and
38th avenues, maintenance to the
44th Avenue bridge at the Clear
Creek, sidewalk improvements and a
number of other projects.
Beyond the Capital Improvement
Program, several projects are funded
in other areas of the 2022 budget. The
Open Space budget includes funding
for the construction of a new urban
gathering space known as The Green

at 38th on 38th Avenue between
Upham and High Court which will
serve to further enhance Wheat
Ridge’s main street. Renewal Wheat
Ridge, the City’s urban renewal
authority, recently issued bonds
funded by property tax increment
to enhance the I-70/Kipling Plan
Area. In 2022, the City will undertake
$5.9 million in projects in this area
including the reconstruction of the
38th and Kipling intersection to
improve vehicular and pedestrian
safety, construction of streets and
sidewalks near the Wheat Ridge
Ward Station and designs to improve
the 32nd and Youngfield Street
intersection and Youngfield corridor.

streamlined and improved business
permitting and licensing processes,
homelessness services and increased
code enforcement activities including
dumpster days.

The City’s main operating fund, the
General Fund, is budgeted to increase
8 percent over the 2021 budget. The
increase in spending is due to the
return to full staffing and full-service
levels in previously reduced areas
such as parks and recreation. The
increase in spending is also attributed
to a focus on Council and resident
priorities as determined by the
2021 Council planning retreat, 2021
Resident Survey and the Let’s Talk
neighborhood engagement program.
Specifically, the 2022 budget
appropriates spending for broader
outreach
and
communication,

While the last couple of years have
been challenging for our community,
Wheat Ridge is strong. We've built a
resilient local economy, developed
prudent financial policies, and set
aside adequate reserves, which
has enabled the City to continue
to thrive in uncertain economic
times. Many exciting opportunities,
including the Clear Creek Crossing
development, Lutheran Legacy
Campus redevelopment, continued
improvements to the Applewood
Shopping Center and continued
resurgence of 38th Avenue as a
vibrant main street, are still before us.

In total, across all funds, including
the Capital Improvement Program,
Renewal Wheat Ridge Bond Projects
Fund, the 2E Investing 4 the Future
Bond, Open Space, Conservation
Trust, Crime Prevention and other
funds, the 2022 budget is $82.1
million. It includes $133,800 in total
funding shared between 25 nonprofit
organizations. It also includes funding
for Localworks, the Carnation Festival
and Wheat Ridge Business District.

Public Officials
MAYOR

CITY TREASURER

DISTRICT I

DISTRICT II

DISTRICT III

DISTRICT IV

Bud Starker

Chris Miller

Janeece Hoppe

Rachel Hultin

Korey Stites

Leah Dozeman

JUDGE

CITY CLERK

Judge Christopher
Randall

Steve Kirkpatrick

Judy Hutchinson

Scott Ohm

Amanda Weaver

Valarie Nosler Beck

303-235-2800
bstarker@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-231-1392
cmiller@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-235-2823
skirkpatrick@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-556-9425
jhoppe@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-369-9972
jhutchinson@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-464-7446
rhultin@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-722-1173
sohm@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-961-1801
kstites@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-725-8748
aweaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-301-9598
ldozeman@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-350-0772
vnosler@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
November 22 – 7 p.m.
December 13 and 27 – 7 p.m.
January 3 – 7 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSIONS
November 15 – 6:30 p.m.
December 6 and 20 – 6:30 p.m.
January 10 and 24 – 6:30 p.m.

ACTIVE ADULT CENTER SENIOR ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING
November 8 – 9 a.m.
January 10 – 9 a.m.

VETERAN’S DAY
November 11 – City Ofﬁces and Active Adult
Center Closed

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
November 17 – 6:30 p.m.
December 15 – 6:30 p.m.
January 19 – 6:30 p.m.

RACE AND EQUITY TASK FORCE
November 18 – 6 p.m.
December 16 – 6 p.m.
January 20 – 6 p.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION
November 18 – 7 p.m.
December 16 – 7 p.m.
January 20 – 7 p.m.

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
November 25 – City Ofﬁces, Recreation Center
and Active Adult Center Closed
November 26 – Active Adult Center Closed

HANUKAH BEGINS
November 28

LOCALWORKS HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
December 4 – 3 p.m.

PARKS & RECREATION SANTA’S WORKSHOP
December 9 – 9:30 a.m.

Wheat Ridge Earns National
Re-Accreditation in Parks and
Recreation
The City of Wheat Ridge remains in
the ranks of elite park and recreation
agencies across the country by
earning re-accreditation through
the Commission for Accreditation
of Park and Recreation Agencies
(CAPRA) and the National Recreation
and Park Association (NRPA). This
distinguished accomplishment was
awarded during the 2021 NRPA
Annual Conference.
CAPRA accreditation is the only
national accreditation for park and
recreation agencies and is a measure
of an agency’s overall quality of
operation, management, and service
to the community. This mark of
distinction indicates that an agency
has met rigorous standards related to
the management and administration
of lands, facilities, resources,
programs, safety, and services.
As part of the re-accreditation
process, Wheat Ridge had to
demonstrate compliance with 154
recognized standards and document
all policies and procedures. Often the
process helps identify efficiencies and
heighten areas of accountability, all
of which translate into higher quality
service and operation to benefit the
community.
“CAPRA re-accreditation demonstrates to our community that our
organization and our staff provide the

City of Wheat Ridge with the highest
level of service. I'm so incredibly
proud of the work that the Wheat
Ridge Parks & Recreation team put
into this process, as well as the quality
programs and services that they
provide each and every day” said
Parks and Recreation Director Karen
O’Donnell.
The process for re-accreditation
involves a formal application, selfassessments, a site visit by a team
of trained visitors that results in a
written report, and a hearing with the
commission to grant accreditation.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this
year's visitations were held virtually.
Once accredited, the agency must
uphold the standards by submitting
an annual report and is reviewed for
re-accreditation every five years.
The Commission is comprised
of representatives from NRPA, the
American Academy for Park and
Recreation
Administration,
the
National Association of County
Park and Recreation Officials,
the
International
City/County
Management
Association,
the
Academy for Leisure Sciences, the
Armed Forces Recreation Network,
and the Council of State Executive
Directors.
For more information about CAPRA
accreditation, visit nrpa.org/CAPRA.

PARKS & RECREATION SANTA’S CALLING
December 7 and 9 – 6 p.m.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
December 24 – City Ofﬁces and Active Adult Center
Closed, Recreation Center Open 5 a.m – 3 p.m.
December 25 – Recreation Center and Active Adult
Center Closed

KWANZAA
December 26

NEW YEAR’S DAY HOLIDAY
December 31 – City Ofﬁces and Active Adult Center
Closed, Recreation Center Open 5 a.m. – 5 p.m.
January 1 – Active Adult Center and Recreation
Center Closed

Santa’s
Calling!
Get a call from Santa
and Mrs. Claus this year!

December 7th & 9th
6:00 - 7:00 PM

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. HOLIDAY
January 17 – City Ofﬁces and Active Adult
Center Closed

One form per child
• Complete by
Monday Dec. 6th

One of the best moments this holiday season might be seeing the face
of a child when Santa or Mrs. Claus makes a personal phone call to check
on who has been naughty or nice. The Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department is once again hosting that event. To schedule a call for a child
this year on Dec. 7 or 9 from 6-7 p.m., complete the form at rootedinfun.com
by December 6, 2021.

The postcard/form is
only available online
this year.

Fill out for a phone call from Santa!
PHONE NUMBER
BROTHER(S) NAME(S)
SISTER(S) NAME(S)
FAVORITE FOOD
FAVORITE PETS

(YOUR CHILD’S NAME)

FAVORITE GAME OR TOY

AGE

FAVORITE ACTIVITY(IES)

BEST TIME TO CALL

BEST FRIEND
WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD GET
FOR CHRISTMAS?

Complete a postcard online at:
www.rootedinfun.com/SantasCalling

(6-7PM, TUES, DEC 6 & THURS,
DEC 8)
TIME OF CALL
DATE OF CALL
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Let’s Talk Resident Engagement Program Update
The City’s Let’s Talk Resident Engagement Program
successfully launched in October 2020. The program
splits Wheat Ridge into 10 neighborhoods for hyperlocal engagement blitzes during which residents
share what they love about their neighborhood and
where improvement is needed. Since its launch,
the program has completed engagement blitzes
in four Wheat Ridge neighborhoods – East Wheat
Ridge, Bel Aire, Leppla Manor, and Applewood. So
far, nearly 1,000 residents have participated. Blitz
reports are available for each neighborhood at
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com/lets-talk.
As a result of the completed engagement blitzes,
the City is advancing several initiatives that respond
to resident feedback. This Let’s Talk workplan
includes:
 Improvements to the Youngfield corridor
through an upcoming City bond package
 Improvements to the Otis Street Clear Creek
Trailhead
 2022 City budget allocations to:
• Improve W 35th Avenue (from Sheridan Blvd
to Teller St) for walking and biking
• Increase funding for the Neighborhood
Traffic Management Program (NTMP)
• Increase funding for City-sponsored
dumpster and cleanup days
 Scope of work for improvements to 38th Avenue
between Kipling and Youngfield

The full Let’s Talk workplan can be found at
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com/lets-talk.

ci.wheatridge.co.us, or calling (303) 205-7520.

Currently, the program is conducting blitzes
in Fruitdale and Anderson Park. Residents of
these neighborhoods can participate by taking
a quick survey or joining an upcoming meeting.
Interested residents can learn more by visiting
WhatsUpWheatRidge.com, emailing lets-talk@

neighborhoods will be hearing more from the City

Residents

not

in

the

above-mentioned

soon as the program will cover all 10 neighborhoods
in about two-year cycles. Those who wish to learn
more and receive future updates can sign up at
online or email lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

City of Wheat Ridge Adopts Lutheran Legacy
Campus Master Plan
The master plan for the SCL
Lutheran Legacy Campus was
approved and adopted by Wheat
Ridge City Council following a public
hearing on October 25, 2021. The
document lays out the community’s
vision and will serve as a roadmap
for development over the next 15 to
20 years or more. Since the property
is held under private ownership,
the City does not have full control
over what this land will become,
but this master plan will help guide
prospective buyers to make the
community’s vision a reality. The
master plan, appendices, outreach
summary, and project information
are available at whatsupwheatridge.
com/lutheran.
The master plan document reflects
the vision of the community and was
created using a market study to ensure
that the plan is realistic and has the
best possible chance of coming to pass.
This document outlines a framework
for future development. It is not a site
plan, it does not prescribe specific
uses, nor is it a zoning document.
It describes what the community
likes and dislikes, it articulates goals
and desires, and it creates guardrails
for future development. Ultimately,
it communicates to future owners

progress. This was an unprecedented
public process including in-person
and online engagement options
resulting in diverse contributions.
The project outreach summary shows
that thousands of people were aware
of the project and hundreds actively
engaged in the process!
the
community’s
expectations,
without which the property could be
developed in a way that runs counter
to community wishes.
The SCL Lutheran Medical
Campus has changed and evolved
many times over the last 120 years,
and this document recognizes the
once-in-a-generation
opportunity
to consider the next many decades
that lie ahead. The SCL Lutheran
Legacy Campus Master Plan is
considered an amendment to the
City’s Comprehensive Plan, Envision
Wheat Ridge. It is a guiding document
in that it outlines a long-range vision,
it will inform future decision on
development applications, and it will
likely take decades to implement.
The goal of this project was to invite
as many people and perspectives
as possible into the process. Thank
you to the hundreds of who engaged
and the thousands who followed the

What’s Next?
With the plan now adopted,
the City expects the property to
eventually be listed for sale by SCL
Health, and potential buyers will be
provided with the master plan so they
can understand the community’s
expectations.
Once a buyer is identified they will
work with the City to propose a zone
change for the property. It is through
the process of the zone change that the
project moves from vision to reality.
While the master plan is a guiding
document, zoning is the set of rules
and regulations that describe what
specific uses are permitted and what
structures will look like (e.g. height,
setback, design). The zone change
process will be a public process and
will be subject to review and approval
by the Planning Commission and City
Council; consistency with the master
plan will be among the criteria for

review. Following zoning, subdivision
and site plan reviews will occur. As
part of these entitlement processes,
the City will review drainage plans
and traffic studies.
Though the timing of next steps will
depend largely on the market and
a future buyer, the process of sale,
entitlements, and construction often
takes many years. The new hospital
campus at Clear Creek Crossing is not
expected to be completed until 2024,
and the current Lutheran campus will
continue to operate in the meantime.
While the current property owner—
SCL Health—seeks a buyer, the City
can in the meantime be exploring
several next steps including three
specific actions: 1) exploring the
creation of an urban renewal area, 2)
exploring the possibility of a charter
height amendment particularly for
the middle portion of the campus
where some buildings already exceed
50 feet, and 3) assessing the City’s
facility needs to determine what
public or civic uses may be suitable
components of a redevelopment.
Additional information can be
found on the SCL Health website
sclhealth.org/locations/new-lutheran
-medical-center/

6 • Connections

ECONOMIC

D EVELO P MEN T

Personal Achievement Marshall Arts
Wins Coveted Business of the Year
Personal Achievement Marshall Arts (PAMA) was
named the City of Wheat Ridge Business of the Year
at the City’s Annual Business Awards Ceremony held
on September 23. Mayor Bud Starker announced
the award winner at the breakfast event attended by
more than 130 area business and civic leaders.
PAMA was nominated by members of the
community and Starker spoke about PAMA’s
commitment to the community and the lessons
taught to each and every student. PAMA is at almost
every community event demonstrating their skills
while promoting the sport. PAMA also perform a
number of fund raisers helping out others who need
it. PAMA owners Sarah and Corey Stites graciously
accepted the award and thanked the Wheat Ridge
community for their support this past year during
the pandemic.

Business of the Year
Personal Achievement Marshall Arts
Other nominees: Food for Thought Catering
& Poor Boys Rods

Along with the Business of the Year, the City, the
Wheat Ridge Chamber of Commerce, the Wheat
Ridge Business Association, the Wheat Ridge
Cultural Commission, and Sustainable Wheat Ridge
presented awards for businesses and individuals in
the community.
Residents and local businesses nominated
their choice for the Business of the Year and the
Reinvestment Award. Nominations were reviewed
and winners were selected by a team of Jefferson
County business professionals for Business of
the Year and City staff chose the winner of the
Reinvestment Award. Other award winners were
selected by the sponsoring organization for that
award.

303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Property Taxes Fund
Critical Services
Property
taxes
fund
critical services from Special
Districts such as schools,
fire departments, public
works, water, sewer, city
services, and public safety.
For every dollar of property
tax collected, 24 cents
Jerry DiTullio
goes to Jefferson County Jefferson County
government for services Treasurer
and projects. The other 76
cents funds the services and
projects of Jeffco Special Districts.
Thanks to the excellent effort of Jeffco
taxpayers, Jeffco Treasurer staff, Senate Bill 21279 (Waiving Late Property tax Interest), Senator
Tammy Story, and County Commissioners
working with the Jeffco Treasurer’s Office,
Jefferson County has moved from an approx.
10% deficit on property tax collections/
distributions in June/2021 (Approx. $100
million) to a 99% collection level even before
the 2021 tax lien sale.
September/2021 Property Tax Collections

Reinvestment Award
BartaHouse, West End 38,
and U.S. Retailers for Applewood
Shopping Center
Other nominees: Brewery Rickoli,
Colorado Plus, & Grammy’s Goodies

Cultural Commission Award
Stylus & Crate

The Annual Awards Ceremony also honored 16
members of the community, City Council, and
Wheat Ridge staff who helped the City in being
selected as a winner of the 2021 All-America City
award presented by the National Civic League.

City Council Partnership Award

The ceremony also honored individuals and
groups who assisted the City of Wheat Ridge during
the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 and 2021. These
special recognition awards honored local, county
and federal agencies, and individuals who assisted
the City of Wheat Ridge in the distribution of CARES
Act funds, PPE to businesses, and daily updates
on COVID procedures and executive and health
department orders.

Green Business Award

Eugene Kahng – Colorado Plus

Mayor’s Partnership Award
Dominick Breton
Stylus & Crate

WRBA Rising Star Award
Lynn Tran, Wild & Precious
Optimal Living

This data uses the Jeffco School District
General Fund as the basis for all property tax
collections since the Jeffco School District
General Fund Mill Levy touches every
property in Jeffco. The distribution reports are
posted on the Jeffco Treasurer website.
The property tax collection rate for the
Jeffco School District General Fund through
September/2021 compared to last year:
2020 – 98.38% (total % collected, for
reference)
September/2021 – 99.00%
September/2020 – 97.80%
Distribution on 10/12/2021 regarding
NonCounty Funds:
ALL NONCOUNTY FUNDS:		
$7,216,746.36
SCHOOL GENERAL FUND:		
$4,524,755.10
NONCOUNTY LESS SCHOOL GENERAL:
$2,691,991.26

WRBA Member of the Year
Maki DeLaet, Educyber

Wheat Ridge Chamber
Business of the Year
Stylus & Crate

Wheat Ridge Chamber
Non-Profit
Kiwanis Club of Wheat Ridge

Wheat Ridge Chamber
Volunteer of the Year
Pictured are City and Localworks’ staff, City Council
members Hultin and Nosler Beck, and community
members who worked on the application and
presentation to the National Civic League that
resulted in the selection of the City of Wheat Ridge as
a 2021 All-America City.

Steve Art

Sean Neelan, Compass Real Estate

Remember to

Shop
Wheat Ridge

on Small Business
Saturday,
November 27!
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City of Wheat Ridge Contributes $133,800 to
Area Schools and Nonproﬁts in 2022
The Outside Agency Program is a City-sponsored
grant program designed to enhance the quality of
life for Wheat Ridge residents and to give back to the
community. Each year, the City of Wheat Ridge City
Council appoints a resident committee to review
grant applications and presentations from regional
nonprofits and Wheat Ridge schools.
City Council first created the Outside Agency
Program Review Committee in June 2016 to
review Outside Agency applications and present
recommendations to City Council on the funding
amounts each organization should receive in the
following budget year.
The purpose of creating this committee was to
provide an additional opportunity for residents
to participate in the budget process, to give the
committee members the opportunity to weigh
community needs against available resources,
and provide recommendations to City Council.
Committee members serve for two years and meet
weekly in May and June.

The 2021 Committee members include:
District I: Jerry DiTullio
District II: Cathy Milkey & Lisa Rucker
District III: Sheila Red & Laura McGarry
District IV: Genevieve Wooden & Carol Mathews
The 2021 Committee reviewed applications
and listened to presentations from 25 different
community organizations, totaling $157,150 in
requests. Three new applications were received
for the Outside Agency Program: Robbie’s Hope
Foundation, Wheat Ridge Kiwanis, and Friends of
Stevens.
The Committee recommended a total $133,800
in funding to City Council on July 19, 2021. This
amount was approved for inclusion in the 2022
Budget, which was approved on October 11.

What does the funding go toward?
A complete list of funding request summaries
is available on the City website, Outside Agency
Committee webpage, but here are some examples
of programs being funded by the Program:
 Family Tree: Funding is used to support direct
services to Wheat Ridge residents and foster

The following are the total funding levels
for 2022:
The Action Center

$5,000

Active Transportation Advisory
Committee

$1,000

Audio Information Network

$1,200

Applewood Community
Foundation

positive, transformational impact in their lives
and the community
 CASA of Jeffco/Gilpin Counties – To recruit, train
and manage additional CASA volunteers, who in
turn would advocate for Wheat Ridge children
who have been abused or neglected.
 Outdoor Lab Foundation – To support Outdoor
Lab Foundation (OLF) in ensuring that all
students can participate in programming,
regardless of their ability to pay. Funding will be
used to offset program costs for Everitt Middle
School students qualifying for free and reducedpriced lunch (67%).
 Wheat Ridge High School STEM Program –
Supports the following:
• Mini Battle Bot testing arena for student safety
as they enter the National Robotics League
Competition
• Beginning students Rover Projects (2)
• 3D printing material for two 3D printers
 Wheat Ridge Optimist Club – Supports the
Christmas Program. The Optimist Club provides
gift certificates for clothing and food along with
toys to Wheat Ridge families in need as chosen
by Wheat Ridge school administrators.

Interested in applying?
To apply to either serve on the Committee or
request City funds, keep an eye on the Outside
Agency Program webpage for more information.
ci.wheatridge.co.us/831/Outside-Agency-Program
Applications for both open each spring!

Court Appointed Special Advocates

$5,000

Chanda Plan Foundation

$2,700

Community Table

$13,200

Family Tree

$9,000

Feed the Future

$8,000

Foundation for Advanced STEM
Education

$10,600

Friends of Paha

$1,600

Institute for Environmental
Solutions (IES)

$2,600

Jefferson Center for Mental Health

$5,000

Jefferson County Library
Foundation
Jewish Family Services-Colorado
Senior Connections
Lutheran Foundation – Heroes of
Hope

Like Santa’s Elves, children create a craft, gift wrap
it and take it home for someone special!
This program is limited to the first 20 participants
with a fee of $10. Register at rootedinfun.com

Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge
Calling All Basketball Stars ages 6-13! Kids get
to test their dribbling, passing and shooting skills
against other boys or girls in the same age division.
This FREE event is being held at the Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center, Saturday, Jan. 22 from 10:30 a.m.
–Noon. Register online at rootedinfun.com/register.

$1,200
$3,400
$2,800

Outdoor Lab Foundation

$14,400

Regional Air Quality Council

$1,000

Seniors’ Resource Center

$13,000

Sunshine Home Share

$2,700

Wheat Ridge Community
Foundation

$5,800

Wheat Ridge Farmer's 5000

$3,600

Wheat Ridge Grange

$4,000

Wheat Ridge High School STEM/
STEAM

$15,000

Wheat Ridge Optimist Club

$1,500

TOTAL

Santa’s Workshop Presented
by Wheat Ridge Parks and
Recreation
Santa’s Workshop is a festive event for children
3-6 years of age and is being held on Thursday, Dec.
9 from 9:30-11 a.m. at the Recreation Center, 4005
Kipling St.

$500

2022
2022 SPONSORSHIP
SPONSORSHIP
& ADVERTISEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
OPPORTUNITIES
NowAvailable!
Available!
Now

Customizedopportunities
opportunitiestoto
help
Customized
help
you reach
reachyour
yourtarget
targetaudience!
audience!
you
For more
moreinformation
informationvisit:
visit:
For
www.rootedinfun.com/sponsorships
www.rootedinfun.com/sponsorships

$133,800
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A Day in the Life
Contributed by Phil Schroeder,
Community Services Team Supervisor
Have you ever had an interaction with a member of the
Wheat Ridge Police Department Community Services Team
(CST)? Even if the answer is yes, we’ll bet you don’t know
how truly varied the job is each and every day as we respond
to calls for service across the City.

Exceptional
People
Providing
Exceptional
Service!

The duties of a non-sworn Community Services Officer
(CSO) include animal control and management for both
domestic animals and wildlife within the City; business
and residential nuisance code education and enforcement;
as well as Parks, Forestry and Open Space patrol and
supervision for more than 20 City Parks and the Clear Creek
Trail.
It's a big job that requires a team of professionals working
seven days a week. After a rigorous hiring process and
training, Community Services Officers are well equipped to
serve as ambassadors for the City.
CSOs are contacted
using several forms of
communication: on
the radio by a WRPD
patrol officer, calls
from the JeffComm
911 Communications
Center, being flaggeddown by a community
member while on
patrol, or by the many
daily phone messages
left on the 24/7 voice
recording line, 303235-2926.
For barking dogs or
dog licensing concerns, CSOs simply verify and document,
while other animal welfare concerns may need the CSO
to perform a full-blown case investigation. One recent call
involved a dog found shut inside a car at City Park early on a
summer morning. CSO officers noticed the dog was suffering
the initial effects of heat stress, showing signs of lethargy and
prolonged dehydration. CSOs acted quickly, releasing the
dog, and transporting it for veterinary care. It turns out a
missing woman with Alzheimer’s had spent the night in her
car and left to buy water for the dog. She forgot where the car
was parked and was later found east of the park on Sheridan.
Thanks to quick acting CSOs, the dog recovered and both he
and his “mom” were reunited with family.
For nuisance code violations, CST officers may put
property owners “on notice” of violations. Sometimes it just
takes a conversation and some education to see changes
made. Other times a written warning notice is issued, which
can later lead to citations for non-compliance. In situations
involving health and safety, CST officers are entrusted
to take corrective steps, including abating or removing
the nuisance. When clean-up of an area where persons
experiencing homelessness may have gathered for instance,
the City’s Homeless Navigator and other resources are

notified to assist the CST. This past year, monthly clean ups
had the CST working directly with the Colorado Department
of Transportation, Wheat Ridge Parks personnel and WRPD
Patrol officers. This included removing dense “hidden”
landscaping areas or altering signage to discourage people
from storing belongings or camping, which is not allowed in
Wheat Ridge. CDOT officials as well as local businesses have
been helpful by providing better exterior lighting, trimming
dense foliage, providing trash cans, and making other
changes in our community resulting in visible improvement.
CSOs often issue written warnings for ordinance
violations, such as abandoned vehicles and junk storage,
the disrepair of structures, and dead landscaping or a lack
of proper lawn care. In many cases, officers proactively seek
out areas where these violations have occurred to try and
get them addressed before a complaint is received from a
neighbor. As long as responsible owners communicate with
us and can show proactive steps toward code compliance
within a reasonable timeframe, there may be no need to
write a citation.
Whether staffing Clean-Up Days, Seatbelt Fairs, or
National Night Out events, CSOs are always ready and
willing to provide help, educate, and assist our community.
Community Services Officers are always “up to the task” and
have a special ability for working with the public to find ways
to keep Wheat Ridge clean, safe and beautiful.
Contributed by
CSO Barb Webb
As a CSO (Community
Service Officer) we can
respond to anything from
a leash law violation to tall
weeds and grass. We also
assist the City of Wheat
Ridge
with
building
inspections and building permits. The rewards being or
working as a CSO can be deeply satisfying, and that feeling
is sometimes the result of what seems like the smallest
incident. One of my favorite moments as a CSO was when I
was able to save two baby raccoons from underneath a van.
This was not an easy task as they had burrowed themselves
into the undercarriage of the vehicle. They were very young,
approximately two – three months old. After over an hour
and multiple attempts, we were finally able to save both
baby raccoons. Once they were rescued, we then faced the
challenge of where to take these orphaned babies. At that
time of year, wildlife rehabilitators are usually full. Thankfully
the City of Wheat Ridge has partnered with some amazing
wildlife veterinarians like Planned Pethood. They were able
to hold onto the baby raccoons till the end of my shift, and
then I transported the little babies to Sonflower Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center located in east Brighton. These are the
days that make this job worth every moment.
Contributed by
CSO Tim Haines
On October 8, 2021,
while responding to a
request to check out
a code violation of
something
obstructing
signage on a busy road,
I received a call from
patrol officers to assist them with an injured dog that was
discovered after a major car crash. When I arrived on the
scene of the crash, it was clear the dog had a broken leg and
would need immediate emergency care and something
for pain. I assured the dog’s owner that the pup would be
well taken care of, and that I was taking him to Wheat Ridge
Animal Hospital. I drove him to the animal hospital and
found an emergency vet to help. After leaving the animal
hospital, I received a call from dispatch that a dog bite had

CSO continues on page 10
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Wheat Ridge Police Department Presents 2021 Awards
The Wheat Ridge Police Department recently
presented annual awards for 2021. These awards are
presented in recognition of the outstanding efforts
of officers, detectives, staff, partner agencies, and
community members in recognition of their efforts
to make the community a better place to live, and
to help make the Wheat Ridge Police Department a
better place to work.
Medal of Distinguished Service
On July 12, 2019, Wheat Ridge Commanders,
detectives and the PIO responded in support
of the Edgewater Police Department to 26th
and Fenton St. on a call involving a barricaded
suspect with a gun. Gunfire was exchanged with
the suspect; however, no one was hurt and he
eventually surrendered peacefully to police.
Officer Dwayne Baker, Sergeant Scott Bellomy,
Officer Tyler Clary, Officer Krista Cuney, Officer
Terah Hooper, Commander Lucas Hunt, Detective
Justin Paugh, Commander Jon Pickett, Officer
Kendall Rezac, Commander Shellie Salser, Officer
Jeremy Schmitz, Detective Tyson Shaul, Sergeant
John Simpson, Detective Kira Smith, PIO Sara
Spaulding, Corporal Tony Wardell, Sergeant Keith
Weimer, and Sergeant Dan Whittle.
DUI Officer of the Year
Oﬃcer Josie van Veen: In 2020, Officer van
Veen led the department in DUI arrests. For
the past number of years, Officer van Veen has
demonstrated a consistent commitment to the
safety of the community by reducing the number
of impaired drivers on the road.

Detective Mark Slavsky : The Colorado
Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA) is
a statewide non-profit organization with more
than 850 members throughout Colorado. COVA
is committed to fairness and healing for victims
of crime, their families and communities through
leadership, education and positive change.
Detective Mark Slavsky joined the COVA board in
2011 and currently serves as the Co-Vice President.
His actions, presentations, and interactions
within the victim advocate community has shed
positive light on the department, its members,
and the community.
Oﬃcer Joseph Mallory and Oﬃcer Barry
Malloy: Officers Barry Malloy and Joe Mallory
were nominated for a Meritorious Achievement
Medal due to their unwavering support of the
department's mission and goals.
During COVID, homelessness surged in the
Wheat Ridge area due to homeless shelters closing
at the direction of the government as well as the
jail not accepting the majority of new charges or
warrants. After much discussion in the City, it
was determined that, during the summer of 2021,
School Resource Officers Barry Malloy and Joe
Mallory would become a temporary team to work
on the ever-present issue of homelessness in the
I70/Kipling and 38/Wadsworth areas of the city.
No unit or team has ever been tasked with “solve
homelessness” and Officers Malloy and Mallory
did not even hesitate to say, “anything you need.”
Citizen’s Awards

Bryan Kennedy and Littleton Police Oﬃcer
Cooper-Childress: While working Clancy's at
7000 W 38th Ave., Officers Holliday and McCarthy
were assisted by two Good Samaritans in safely
placing an intoxicated suspect into custody.
Those Good Samaritans were off-duty bouncer
Bryan Kennedy and off-duty Littleton police
officer Cooper-Childress.
Harold (John) Belger and Timothy Mullins:
On 06/20/21 at approximately 5:45 pm, officers
were dispatched to I-70 Frontage Road North
and Tabor St. on report of an injury accident.
Dispatch aired that a vehicle went off the road
and into a ditch between the Frontage Road and
I-70. Once Officers arrived on scene there were
numerous witnesses, and they were all pointing
down the hill where the red truck had come to
rest. The man driving the vehicle when it crashed
had been partially ejected when the truck rolled
during the crash, and he was pinned under the
truck. Officers on scene learned that three good
Samaritans (Harold Belger, Timothy Mullins, and
an unknown 3rd party) had worked together to lift
the truck enough to remove the injured driver from
underneath the vehicle. When officers contacted
the injured party, he was breathing but could only
mumble incoherently. Medical personnel arrived
and quickly took him to the hospital to be treated.
Without the quick actions of these three good
Samaritans, the man in this accident could have
been further injured or possibly died.
Life Saving Medals
Oﬃcer Fisher

Meritorious Achievement Medals

Oﬃcer van Veen (Medal of Commendation)
Oﬃcer Reshew
Oﬃcer Mikolajczak
Sergeant Simpson
Oﬃcer Espinosa
Professional Staff Member of the Year
Michelle Stodden, Program and Administrative
Coordinator
Recipients of Citizen’s Award for Assisting OﬃcersPictured Bryan Kennedy and Littleton police oﬃcer
Cooper-Childress (not pictured)

Members of WRPD receiving Meritorious Medals
for responding to assist Edgewater Police with a
barricaded suspect.
Detective Charles Hemming: Intelligence
Detective Hemming is responsible for
enforcement efforts of massage businesses.
Detective Hemming recruited officers who
were interested in undercover operations,
developed a training program, and organized
undercover enforcement operations to clearly
identify business engaged in prostitution. These
operations were extremely successful, helped
to further promote public health, safety, and
encouraged legitimate businesses to thrive while
eliminating businesses disguising prostitution
under the facade of a massage business. Detective
Hemming was instrumental in spearheading the
creation of the new massage ordinance passed
by City Council in August 2020, which was
developed with a diverse group of stakeholders in
order to license legitimate businesses and identify
and close down illegitimate businesses with ties
to human trafficking, criminal organizations, and
other criminal enterprises.

Troy Guba: On Feb. 20, 2021, WRPD responded to
I-70 over Kipling where a man was trying to jump
into traffic and end his life. Troy Guba, a passerby,
saw this, stopped his vehicle on the shoulder of
the highway, and spoke with the man for about
15 minutes. The man tried to jump in front of a
vehicle on the highway, and Guba restrained him
– saving his life.

Officer of the Year
Detective Mark Slavsky: Detective Slavsky is
always available for questions regardless of
whether or not he is on duty. He is an exceptional
leader within the Investigations Bureau, where his
experience in everything from WRPD operations
to changes and updates in case law or procedure
are regularly called upon. He is often tasked with
training newly assigned detectives or officers who
are working in investigations to gain familiarity.
Every day Detective Slavsky actively works toward
providing the highest standards of service.

Parks & Recreation
Winter/Spring Activity
Guide Coming Soon!
Available December 1st, 2021

The Winter/Spring guide contains information
on all January-April 2022 programs & activities
Online Registration Opens: Dec. 13 R | Dec. 15 NR
Sign up to receive the guide at
www.rootedinfun.com/getmyguide
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A Fond Farewell to Longtime School
Resource Ofﬁcer Barry Malloy
WRPD School Resource Officer Barry
Malloy has retired after 40 years of
serving and protecting communities
including the City of Wheat Ridge and
the students and families at Wheat
Ridge High School.

Sustainable Wheat Ridge has
had a busy year! Here's what
Sustainable Wheat Ridge has
accomplished this fall – and a
look to what’s next.

Malloy joined WRPD after having
worked at the Denver Sheriff 's Office,
Arvada Police Department, and the
Department of Corrections in Parole.
Throughout his career, he worked as a
Field Training Officer, Arrest Control
Instructor, Crime Prevention Officer,
Motorcycle Officer, Driving Instructor,
and School Resource Officer. During
his tenure, Malloy was awarded six
Meritorious Services Awards and 29 total
commendations for his contributions to
the department and the community.
In 2016, Malloy was recognized as the
Wheat Ridge Optimist Club’s Officer of
the Year for outstanding service.
Malloy brought experience, humor,
and a deep respect for the women
and men he serves alongside, to the
family that is the Wheat Ridge Police
Department. Generations of students
at Wheat Ridge High School are often
commenting on the department’s
social media page whenever a picture
of Malloy would pop up, remembering
fondly their time under his watchful
eye. While Officer Malloy has retired
from WRPD, thankfully he isn’t going

Fall Yard Waste Drop Oﬀ
Weekend
This November, the City
partnered with Scraps Mile High
to host the second annual Yard
Waste Drop Off Weekend event.
Wheat Ridge residents were
able to drop off leaves, sticks,
pumpkins and other yard waste
to be composted rather than
filling up our local landfills. The
annual event is hosted the first
weekend in November.

Green Business Award
far away. He has accepted a position
as a Court Marshal for Wheat Ridge
Municipal Court. “It is with much
gratitude and respect that I, along with
members of WRPD, send Barry off into
retirement, sort of, and are grateful
our City will continue to benefit from
his wisdom, compassion, and care as
he takes on his new role,” stated Chief
Murtha.

CSO continued from page 8
occurred on the east side of the city,
and that EMS were already en route.
I immediately turned around and
headed to the location of the dog bite
victim. I arrived on scene at the same
time as medical responders and located
the bite victim sitting on the curb. The
first thing I did was ask if he was ok and
if he knew if the dog that bit him was
still loose. He said he was ok and that he
wasn’t sure where the dog was. I left him
in the care of paramedics and headed to
where the dog was last seen. Based on

News and Updates

Sustainable Wheat Ridge
presented the first-ever Green
Business Award this year. The
two nominees, Stylus and Crate
and Infinitus Pie, have both
been sustainability leaders in the
Wheat Ridge community, from
locally sourcing their ingredients
to diverting their waste from
landfills. Congratulations to
the winner of the 2021 Green
Business Award – Stylus and
Crate.

Sustainable Neighborhoods
the description of the dog, I was able
to locate it in the alleyway, behind the
street where the bite had occurred. The
dog ran through an open gate and into
the backyard of one of the homes. After
observing the way the dog was acting,
it appeared this was the dog’s home. I
used my truck to safely position myself
so that I could close and secure the
fence so the dog could no longer get out.
Just another busy day in Wheat Ridge
for this CSO!

The Sustainable Neighborhoods program has expanded!
Two
new
neighborhoods,
Fruitdale and Panorama Park,
have joined the program.
Sustainable Fruitdale boundaries
are from Youngfield St. to Kipling
St. and I-70 to Clear Creek.
Sustainable Panorama Park
boundaries are from Pierce St.
to Sheridan Blvd. and W. 29th
Ave. to W. 38th Ave. Welcome
to the new neighborhoods! Also

this fall, Applewood Villages
and Paramount Heights earned
Outstanding Neighborhood Certification and received recognition from Mayor Starker and
the Wheat Ridge City Council
in addition to qualifying for
street signs installed in their
neighborhoods to showcase their
achievements. Congratulations,
neighbors!

Holiday Gift Giving Tips
• Support local business by
purchasing gift cards, buying
local, and ordering food to go.
• Give something edible. Make
a dessert or a healthy snack
packaged in reusable mason
jars.
• Give products that will help
your friends and family go
green, such as reusable mugs,
water bottles, bags or lunch
containers.

Holiday Gift Wrapping Tips
• Reuse newspapers, maps,
posters, fabric, calendars, and
cloth bags to wrap tape-free
gifts.
• Twine and plant clippings can
be used for decorating and
closing packages.
• Shop locally, including thrift,
consignment, and secondhand stores.
• For shipping, replace foam
or bubble wrap with balledup newspaper or magazine
pages.

2022 Sustainability Plans
Stay tuned next year for more
sustainability programs and
updates. Sustainable Wheat
Ridge will continue to publish
the
Sustainability
Spotlight
on the 15th of each month on
What ’sUpWheatRidge.com.
The City is partnering with
Resource Central’s Garden in a
Box program again in 2022 and
the City is developing a Green
Business program for Wheat
Ridge businesses. Wheat Ridge
will also be joining Colorado
Communities for Climate Action
(CC4CA), a coalition of 40 cities
and counties that are advocating
for strong climate policy on the
federal and state level.
To learn more about sustainability programs, visit bitly/
SustainableWheatRidge.
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www.wearelocalworks.org

LOCALWORKS WRAPS UP 2020 IN STYLE!
Localworks is excited to be partnering with the
City of Wheat Ridge in hosting the annual Holiday
Celebration and tree lighting ceremony from 3 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 4. The celebration
will take place along 38th Avenue between Upham
Street and High Court.
This free event will include favorite activities from
past events including horse-drawn carriage rides,
hot chocolate and cookies, holiday crafts, games
and more.
High Court will serve as the center of festivities. Plan
to take selfies with Santa and Mrs. Claus as they
wander the event. Enjoy strolling holiday carolers as
they sing in the season. Meet a dancing Christmas
Tree and pet live reindeer. There will be holiday
shopping opportunities with local crafters and
artisans as well as food trucks and local restaurants
who are providing delicious cuisine.
Mayor Starker will throw the switch for the City’s
official tree lighting ceremony at 6:30 p.m. in front
of Stevens Elementary at 7101 W. 38th Avenue. Plan
to count down and cheer the start of the holiday
season in Wheat Ridge.
For more information or to volunteer, visit
Wearelocalworks.org or contact Localworks at
720-259-1030.

Localworks Makerspace
The Localworks Makerspace group formed in late
August and has been meeting weekly on Tuesdays
at 6 p.m. Starting out at Stylus and Crate, the group
moved to the Localworks offices in mid-September
and a “mini” makerspace is now in operation complete with electronics, hand tools, a 3D printer, copy
machine, and other tools that makers use to create.
The search for a building to house more tools and
machines is underway; however, until new space
is secured, the group will continue to meet, do the
things that makers do, and most importantly create
community. All makers and creators are welcome
to join! Learn more at Wearelocalworks.org.

Localworks Year in Review
With a focus on creating and sustaining community
connections, Localworks worked closely with
residents, local businesses, service groups, and
the City of Wheat Ridge to deliver programs that
create connections, enhance economic vitality, and
beautify the Wheat Ridge community. Here is a
quick “by the numbers” year in review:
 Eleven Neighborhood Dumpster Grants –
These grants bring neighbors together to
beautify their neighborhood by providing a
way to remove debris and junk. Several of the
grant recipients paired their dumpster grant
with a block party grant as way of getting to
know their neighbors.
 Five Block Party Grants – These grants provide
funds for the fun stuff neighbors need to host
a block party. Neighbors knowing neighbors
results stronger, connected, and safer
communities. Funds are still available, apply
soon!
 Five Porches and Patios – As part of
Localworks’ Live Local programming, these
pop-up events were developed to offer an
outdoor option for gathering that focused on
connecting residents and local businesses.
 Five Community Corridor Clean Ups –
Community volunteers came together to
clean up the City’s key commercial areas











freeing up City resources so that those could
be focused on high need areas such as Kipling
Street and I-70
Four Cruiser Rides – Cruiser bike rides
provide an active option for creating
community connections. Highlighting special
areas and events in Wheat Ridge, the rides are
family friendly and inclusive of all abilities.
Four TLC Clean Up Days – Partnering
with the Wheat Ridge Police Department’s
Community Services Team, TLC dumpster
days provided free dumpsters to Wheat Ridge
residents allowing for the removal of tons of
debris. These dumpster days help to beautify
the community.
Three Community Events – With a goal of
promoting Wheat Ridge as a great place
to live, work and play, larger events seek
to enhance community connections and
showcase Wheat Ridge. Community events
in 2021 included The Ridge at 38 Criterium
Bike Race, Trunk or Treat, and the annual
Holiday Celebration.
Two Movies in the Park – The Green served as
the venue for the summer movies in the park.
Bringing residents to 38th Avenue highlights
downtown Wheat Ridge and connects
residents. Local businesses provided fitness
classes, drinks, and food.
One BUBL – The Building Up Business Loan
(or BUBL) program offers loans to businesses
looking to invest in Wheat Ridge. These loans
provide an important source of funds for
items that are typically funded by other types
of loans. In 2021, Highlands Montessori took
advantage of the BUBL program to reinvest
in a property on 38th Avenue and open a new
daycare facility.

Looking forward to 2022
As 2021 comes to close and plans start for 2022,
Localworks looks forward to continuing to deliver
programs that connect the community, support
and promote businesses, and beautify Wheat Ridge.
Localworks invites everyone to participate in the
planning for these programs and to volunteer in the
delivery of these programs. Wearelocalworks.org
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Protecting Lives and Property
from Flooding
Although flood season is over, there are several things that home and business
owners can do in order to prepare for flood, manage the situation during a flood,
and take action after a flood occurs:

Before a Flood:

Tips to Keep My Furry
Family Members Safe
This Holiday Season
The holiday season is nearly here and Tag and I think
the ASPCA has some great tips to keep our furry friends
safe. While people may be coming and going to ring in the
holidays, try to keep your pet's eating and exercise habits
as close to their normal routine as possible. This can be a
stressful time for them too so if you have concerns about
how they will react to visitors and/or small children, set up
a safe quiet space where they can feel secure. Remember to
avoid offering unhealthy treats, and keep toxic plants and
dangerous decorations out of reach or better yet out of the
house.
Be Careful with Seasonal Plants and Decorations
• Oh, Christmas Tree: Securely anchor the Christmas
tree so it doesn't tip and fall, and in case Fluffy decides
it would be fun to climb up. Stagnant tree water is a
breeding ground for bacteria, so try and cover the tree
stand if the tree is live so no one ends up getting sick.
• Avoid Mistletoe & Holly: When ingested, Holly can cause
pets to suffer nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. Mistletoe
can cause these problems as well as cardiovascular
issues. Opt for artificial plants made from silk or plastic
which can be just as lovely.
• Tinsel-less Town: Kitties love this sparkly, light-catching
"toy" that's easy to bat around and carry in their mouths.
Nibbling can lead to an obstructed digestive tract,
severe vomiting, dehydration, and possibly surgery.
• Holiday lights: Try LED lights instead of candles this
year. Pets may burn themselves or cause a fire if they
knock candles over. Keep wires, batteries, and glass or
plastic ornaments out of paws' reach.
Avoid Holiday Food Dangers
• Skip the Sweets: Chocolate contains xylitol and can
be deadly, so make sure these yummy treats are out of
reach.
• Leave the Leftovers: Fatty, spicy, and no-no human
foods, as well as bones, should not be fed to our furry
friends.
• Careful with Cocktails: Be sure to place unattended
alcoholic drinks where pets cannot get to them. If
ingested, they can cause weakness, illness, and even
coma, possibly resulting in death from respiratory
failure.
• Selecting Special Treats: Stuff that stocking from Santa
with chew toys that are basically indestructible. Kongs
can be stuffed with healthy foods or chew treats that are
designed to be safely digestible. Long, stringy things are
a feline's dream, but the most risky toys for cats involve
ribbon, yarn, and loose parts that can get stuck in the
intestines, sometimes requiring surgery. Surprise kitty
with a new ball that's too big to swallow, a stuffed catnip
toy, or the interactive cat dancer.

• Buy flood insurance to cover the house and contents. Renters can get
contents insurance at just a few dollars a month.
• Elevate the house above the flood elevation to reduce the risk of being
flooded. Federal programs are available to help.
• Elevate furnaces, water heaters, and electrical panels to reduce the risk of
having expensive repairs.
• Seal basement walls with water proofing to reduce seepage.
• For more information on preparing for flood to reduce risk and the cost of
flood insurance, visit: floodsmart.gov/costs/how-can-i-pay-less-for-myflood-insurance

During a Flood:
• Listen to evacuation instructions from emergency services.
• Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of fast moving water is all it
takes to sweep most people off their feet.
• Do not drive through floodwaters. Six inches can cause loss of control or
stall most cars, 12 inches will float most vehicles, two feet of moving water
will sweep away almost any vehicle.

After a Flood
• Avoid wading into floodwaters, they are often contaminated. Also, do not
use tap water unless the water district has announced that it is safe.
• Wait to return home until the authorities have announced that it is safe to
do so.
• If damage has occurred, rebuild smarter by obtaining building and
floodplain permits to ensure that any repair or reconstruction meets the
code requirements to reduce the potential for future damage.
For additional information, visit the City’s floodplain webpage at
ci.wheatridge.co.us/flood or contact Mark Westberg, the Floodplain
Administrator, at 303-235-2863 or mwestberg@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

