Mayor's Matters September 2021

Coffee with the Mayor
Coffee with the Mayor is planned for Sept. 11,
from 9-10 a.m. at Vinnola's at 7750 W. 38th
Ave. Please stop by with your questions and
share a cup of coffee with me. Hope to see
you there!

Meetings and Special Event Calendar
In addition to in-person, meetings will also continue to be offered virtually on video
conference to encourage broad participation. Wheat Ridge Speaks also remains
available for public comment. Please check the calendar to confirm whether virtual or
in-person based on any changes to directives from CDPHE and JCPH related to
COVID-19 restrictions
Labor Day Holiday - City Offices and Active Adult Ctr. Closed, September 6
Labor Day Holiday - Wheat Ridge Recreation Center Open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Cultural Commission September 8, 6 p.m.
WRPD Community Advisory Group Meeting September 8, 6 p.m.
Liquor Authority Board Meeting September 9, 9 a.m.
Race & Equity Task Force Meeting September 9, 6 p.m.
Localworks Criterium September 12, 10 a.m.
Senior Advisory Committee Meeting September 13, 9 a.m.
City Council Meeting September 13, 7 p.m.

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting September 15, Canceled
The Green at 38th Public Meeting September 15, 6:30 p.m.
Sustainability Advisory Committee, Thursday September 16, 6 p.m.

Planning Commission Meeting September 16, 7 p.m.
TLC Clean Up September 18, St. James Episcopal Church

City Council Study Session September 20, 6:30 p.m.
Renewal Wheat Ridge Meeting September 21, 6 p.m.
Board of Adjustment Meeting September 23, 7 p.m.
Race & Equity Task Force Meeting September 23, 6 p.m.
City Council Meeting September 27, 7 p.m.

Election Forum September 30, 6 p.m.

City Office Hours
Hours are as follows:
City Hall Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 4 p.m
Building Division Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Appointments will be available between the hours of 8 – 9 a.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.
Please refer to the City Guide to make an appointment with a specific
department.
WR Recreation Center - Open M – Th from 5 a.m. – 10 p.m., Fri. from 5 a.m. – 6:30
p.m., Sat. from 7 a.m. – 8 p.m., Sun. from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
WRPD Records - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Online Records Request
Municipal Court - Open M – F from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Check website for updates
Active Adult Center - Open M – F from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., event rentals are available
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, sports and event rentals
Anderson Park Pool Closes September 7 Hours and other details
Park and Facility Rentals - Accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center, Richards-Hart Estate, and park pavilions
Wheat Ridge Virtual Recreation Center RootedinFun.com

Wheat Ridge Election Forum 2021
The League of Women Voters (LMV) of
Jefferson County and the Wheat Ridge
Chamber of Commerce will host an Election
Forum for the community to meet candidates
running for Mayor and City Council in the
November 2021 Election. The event will take
place at Wheat Ridge City Hall in Council
Chambers on Thurs., September 30, 2021,
from 6- 8 p.m.
The LMV is requiring face masks be worn by
anyone attending in person and the event will
be streamed on Channel 8 for those wanting to watch from home. The Chamber will
provide complimentary refreshments in the lobby conference room.

Unit 1 is On Fire! No Really.
For those who watched the video on the City
Facebook page on August 14, 2021, Unit 1
(1969 Ford Custom 500), the first Wheat
Ridge Police car, was in position to lead the
Carnation Festival Parade. Division Chief
Lorentz was in the driver’s seat next to Chief
Murtha. As DC Lorentz turned the key to
begin the parade, smoke could be seen
coming from under the hood and it looked like
the car was on fire (literally). After dousing the flames with water bottles, Unit 1 was
towed to the shop. Thankfully Unit 1 is now repaired and still available to be on fire
(figuratively) at upcoming City events. That’s a sure "fire" way to kick off a parade!

Community Input on 2022 Budget
An important part of the budget process is hearing
from Wheat Ridge residents. The proposed budget
for 2022 will be presented to City Council on Mon.,
Sept. 20, 2021 and the public is welcome to
comment in person or virtually.

WRPD Pulled a Plane for
Special Olympics of
Colorado
The Wheat Ridge Police Department
Guardians raised funds in support of
Special Olympics Colorado and pulled a
plane at the Rocky Mountain Regional
Airport in Broomfield. Special thanks to
Team Captain Sgt. Watson, Detective
Henzie and his wife; Detective Paugh;
Detective Ells; Detective Slade and her
friend; PIO Spaulding; Officer Cook and
his wife; Officer Cuney; Officer Malloy, his friend and daughter; Judge Randall; and
CSOs Ishmael and Webb. Additional thanks to all who came out to cheer on the team
and for those who donated more than $16,000 to a great cause!

Public Meeting Scheduled for The Green at 38th
A public meeting will be held at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center on Wed., Sept.
15 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss progress and view design options for the City’s newest
outdoor gathering space; The Green at 38th. Located on 38th Avenue between High
Court and Upham, and adjacent to Steven’s Elementary School, The Green at 38th
will be transformed into usable public space in the heart of the City's downtown. The
design team will discuss the project’s history and present design options for
consideration and feedback.

WRPD Leads Metro Area with
Catalytic Converter Program
The Wheat Ridge Police Department hosted
two free crime prevention events to identify
Catalytic Converters. More than 500 vehicles
passed through the process of adding serial
numbers etched into catalytic converters to
help discourage would be theives. These two
events were so successful law envorcement
agencies from as far away as CA and IL have
contacted Detective Kulp to duplicate the
program in their communities. Additionally, more than 10 agencies in Colorado now
have plans to host similar events. WRPD has plans to host another event this fall so
keep an eye on social media and the City website for that announcement.

TLC Clean Up Events
Each year the TLC Program, a partnership
between the Wheat Ridge Police
Community Services Team and Localworks,
hosts events to improve the quality of life
and prevent crime in Wheat Ridge. During
TLC Clean Up events, Wheat Ridge
residents and property owners are invited to
get involved in the beautification and
continued maintenance of their properties
and neighborhoods. The last event of the year will be held from 8 – noon at the
following drive-through locations:
September 18 - Saint James Episcopal Church, 8235 W. 44th Ave.
More information

SCL Lutheran Legacy Campus
Master Planning Process Continues
The SCL Lutheran Legacy Campus Master
Planning process, a partnership between the
City and SCL Health, continues with public
meetings planned through October of this year.
The plan will establish a long-range vision for the
Lutheran campus and guide its use for the
future. Check the What's Up Wheat Ridge
Lutheran Legacy project page for more
information.
Monthly public meetings and focus group
meetings:
Public meeting #4 - Sept. 22, 2021, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at 7500 W. 29th Ave.
Public hearings for adoption - Planning Commission Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. and City
Council Meeting Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.
More information. Also check out TheLutheranLegacy.org

Wadsworth Improvements Move
Forward
On August 23, City Council awarded the construction
contract for the Wadsworth Improvement Project to
Concrete Works of Colorado. At a total cost of
$36,471,468.01, this is the largest street construction
contract in the City’s 52-year history.
In addition to building Phase 1 of the project, which
reconstructs Wadsworth between 41st Avenue and I70 and builds a continuous flow intersection at 44th
Avenue, the contractor team will also complete
several major improvements between 35th Avenue
and 41st Avenue. This additional work includes improving Wadsworth so there are
three lanes in each direction through the 38th Avenue intersection, adding a sidewalk
and bike/pedestrian trail, and constructing a center median.
Pending agreement by CDOT, construction will begin in mid- to late October.
Information about how to engage with the project team will be shared in the coming
weeks. In the meantime, community members are encouraged to call the project
hotline at 303-390-0878 or email wadsworthproject@ci.wheatridge.co.us with any
questions. Responses to frequently asked questions are available on the Wadsworth
Improvement project page at WhatsUpWheatridge/Wadsworth.com
To receive traffic alerts about changes to traffic patterns and lane closures, subscribe
to Traffic Alerts on Notify Me on the City website.

Let's Talk Continues
Since April 2021, City of Wheat
Ridge staff have been conducting
Let’s Talk Resident Engagement
blitzes for residents of Applewood
and Leppla Manor. So far, over 250
residents have provided feedback on
their neighborhood. Now, the
program is ready for residents of these neighborhoods to weigh in on actions the City
could take to address their concerns and ideas. Participants can provide input at an
upcoming open house (see details below) or through an online survey. Applewood
and Leppla Manor residents can learn more by visiting whatsupwheatridge.com/letstalk, emailing lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us, or by calling 303-205-7520.
Upcoming Let’s Talk Open Houses
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Church of Wheat Ridge
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021: 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Wheat Ridge Recreation Center
Stop by any time between 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
*Open Houses may move to a virtual format based on changing local public
health guidelines. Visit whatsupwheatridge.com for the most up-to-date
information.

Criterium Rolls into Wheat Ridge
on Sept. 12
The Criteirum Bike Race, hosted by
Localworks, is just around the corner and will
again serve as the Colorado Criterium State
Championships! This free event will be held on
Sunday, September 12, 2021 from 10 a.m. - 7
p.m. at The Green at 38th. The Criterium Bike
Race is a fast and furious day of bike racing.
Each heat has an many as 150 riders racing at
speeds of up to 30 mph to complete the most laps on the closed one-mile course in
the heart of Wheat Ridge. Exciting for sure! Watch the races and enjoy the beer
garden, expo, and deals and specials at local businesses located along the race
course.
Volunteers are also needed. All volunteers get a front line view of the races, access
to the VIP tent, food, snacks, drinks, and a FREE t-shirt! Don't miss this fast, fun
event on Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. on 38th between Teller and Pierce St. To
volunteer

Sustainable WR Partners with
Fresh Food Connect This Fall
Sustainable Wheat Ridge is partnering with
Fresh Food Connect again this year to
connect local gardeners with those in need
of food in the Wheat Ridge community.
Fresh Food Connect’s mobile app
coordinates the donations of home grown
produce to local non-profit organizations
like Family Tree. Gardeners sign up via Fresh Food Connect’s mobile app and
indicate when they have extra produce. Family Tree will appear automatically as the
Wheat Ridge option when gardeners type in 80033. Gardeners then list what they
are donating and upload a photo and then deliver their produce to Family Tree
during the times listed. Family Tree will distribute to people living in their domestic
violence shelter and/or to people experiencing homelessness who are receiving
support services.

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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