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Lutheran Legacy Campus Master Planning Begins
Lutheran began in 1905 as the Evangelical
Lutheran Sanitarium, a tent colony for tuberculosis
patients. In 1961, Lutheran Hospital opened to fill
the community need for a general medical facility
and eventually evolved into a 338-bed acute-care
hospital serving Jefferson County and west metro
Denver. After joining with Saint Joseph Hospital and
Exempla Medical Group as Exempla Healthcare, in
2011 Lutheran Medical Center became part of the
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth (SCL), a faithbased system now known as SCL Health. For many
still living in Wheat Ridge as well as other longtime residents west of Denver, Lutheran’s history
is intertwined with the histories of generations of
families.
In 2018, SCL Health purchased land at Clear Creek
Crossing west of I-70 at 40th Avenue. For the first
time in a legacy rich with stories, the City of Wheat
Ridge, in collaboration with SCL Lutheran and the
community, has a rare opportunity through the
development of a Master Plan to create a new vision
for the future of the existing 100-acre Lutheran
campus which lies in the heart of the City at 8300 W.
38th Ave.
The City and SCL Health are working in
partnership on the Lutheran Legacy Campus Master
Planning Process with groundwork laid earlier
this year. Once complete, the Master Plan will be
used to establish a long-range vision to guide how
the property can be used in the future. As part of
the process, the Master Plan will be adopted as an
update or amendment to the City's comprehensive
plan to expand potential future uses on the campus.
While current City plans and guiding documents
reflect the well-established hospital use, these plans
do not provide opportunities to consider other
potential land uses for the site. By embarking on a
master planning process with community input,
plans can be updated and expanded based on the
vision for the future.

7500 W. 29th Avenue
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

The process officially kicked off in late January
of 2021 with the award of a contract to MIG, Inc.,
a professional planning firm that is leading the
community through the visioning and master
planning process. The first step in engaging the
community in the Lutheran Legacy Campus Master
Plan began with an interactive campus tour on
May 1 and will continue with other opportunities
into October. The interactive campus tour was
initially provided in-person with “stations” around
the hospital campus offering information and
an opportunity to share ideas and thoughts. The
campus tour is now available online in an interactive
video format. To take the campus tour http://bit.ly/
SCLLutheranCampusTour
Upcoming opportunities for the community to
provide input on the Master Plan include:
• Online activities posted to the Lutheran Legacy
Master Plan Project on whatsupwheatridge.com
• Four
community-wide
public
meetings
throughout May, June, July, and August
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• Six focus group meetings in May and June
• Two study sessions with Planning Commission
and City Council in May and August, which will
be followed by plan adoption hearings in October
2021
The City and SCL Health are committed to
partnering with the community to ensure all
voices are heard in the planning process. Project
updates and engagement opportunities are
announced regularly on the City's social media
platforms, provided on the City website, and on
the Lutheran Legacy Master Plan Project site on
What's Up Wheat Ridge. Subscribe and stay up to
date with the monthly Mayor’s Matters enewsletter
(subscribe by emailing dsosa@ci.wheatridge.co.us)
and with emails from the Lutheran Legacy Project on WhatsUpWheatRidge.com. Make the vision
come alive by becoming involved in the process!
Questions? Email planning@ci.wheatridge.co.us or
call 303-235-2846.
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MAYOR
BUD STARKER

Summer Fun Returns to Wheat Ridge
“Summertime and the livin’ is easy” … at
least I’m hoping that’s the case as more of us
receive our vaccinations so that this summer
can be filled with time together attending
concerts, sharing picnics, enjoying the annual
Carnation Festival parade, or raising a glass
with family and friends on our favorite patio.
Mary and I are also looking forward to
being able to enjoy a cool dip in the Anderson
Park Pool this year, opening on Memorial
Day. Reservations will be required, so go
to rootedinfun.com to schedule a day of
splashing good fun with those near and dear.
One of the tough COVID-19 decisions
made last year was the Carnation Festival
committee’s decision to cancel this annual
event which had run consecutively for 50
years. I’m thrilled to announce on their
behalf that the festival will be back this year,
including the parade down 38th Avenue on
Saturday, August 14. We’ll miss the circus this
year as they are not able to travel to the U.S. due
to ongoing international travel restrictions.
But the music and the midway will return
in full force the weekend of August 13, 14
and 15, 2021, along with other great family
entertainment. Check thecarnationfestival.com
for more details this summer.
If you love music, you’ll be happy to know
that the Wheat Ridge Parks & Recreation
Department is holding Performances-inthe-Park this summer on Wednesdays from
June 23 – August 4. Adult performances are
6:30 – 8 p.m., with performances for kids from

10 – 10:45 a.m. Reservations are required,
so stake out your spot today at rootedinfun.
com/performances
We also missed our annual visit with the
Wheat Ridge Police Department for National
Night Out last year, scheduled this year for
late afternoon/evening on Tuesday, August
3 in Hayward Park, located at West 29th Ave.
and Wadsworth. Come visit with the Chief,
officers and detectives, and let them know
how much our community appreciates their
dedicated service. There are always lots of fun
activities, whether you’re a real kid or simply
a kid a heart.
Localworks kicked off “Porches and Patios”
in March and this fun, local way of getting
together to celebrate Wheat Ridge will
continue all summer. The ‘Porch’ in “Porches
and Patios” is meant to suggest opportunities
for residents to meet and share their love for
Wheat Ridge at local parks and other places maybe a front yard or at home on the porch.
The ‘Patios’ encourages opportunities for
the Wheat Ridge community to meet local
business merchants and discover what makes
their businesses unique and inviting. These
events are designed to provide a fun and
safe way to celebrate the life and diversity of
Wheat Ridge. To check for the next “Porches
and Patios” event, go to wearelocalworks.org
and check the events listing.
TLC Clean Up Days are on schedule this
summer, providing Wheat Ridge residents
with an opportunity to dispose of large

trash and recyclable items. A partnership
between Localworks and the Wheat Ridge
Police Department’s Community Services
Team, TLC events will be held from 8 a.m.
– noon on June 19 at Trinity Church, July 24
at Applewood Baptist Church, a date and
location in August (still to be determined),
and September 18 at St. James Episcopal
Church.
Free Movies-on-the-Ridge are also back
at The Green late this summer on August
5 and September 10, thanks to our friends
at Localworks. The Green is located next to
Stevens Elementary School, 7101 West 38th
Ave. Check wearelocalworks.org for movie
titles, times and (free) ticket information.
And as we wrap up the summer fun before
autumn returns, the Criterium Bike Race
wheels into Wheat Ridge on September 12.
This bicycle race has been a Wheat Ridge
classic for more than six years as racers
peddle furious laps on a closed course over
city streets. The races are fast and fun to watch!
Families are welcome to ride the course in the
Family Fun Ride! Come on out and cheer on
the racers!
This is only a snapshot of the great summer
fun planned for Wheat Ridge this year
provided guidance from our local public
health department doesn’t change. I hope to
see you out and about enjoying our weather,
our trails, our parks, our local businesses and
each other’s company, once again spending
great time together in our beautiful city.

City of Wheat Ridge Directors

Patrick Goﬀ

City Manager
303-235-2819
pgoﬀ@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Ken Johnstone

Community Development
Director
303-235-2846
kjohnstone@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Karen O’Donnell

Parks & Recreation
Director
303-231-1308
kodonnell@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Chris Murtha

Chief of Police
303-235-2913
cmurtha@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Allison Scheck

Administrative Services
Director
303-235-2826
ascheck@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Greg Knudson

Public Works Director
303-205-7601
gknudson@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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CITY MANAGER’S Column

2021 and 2022 Strategic Priorities
The Mayor, City Council, City Treasurer, and City
staff masked up and held a retreat on February 20,
2021, to review and update the City’s strategic plan.
The retreat in March 2020 was cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic so City Council was anxious
to get together again to start planning for the City’s
future.
A strategic plan is a management tool used to
identify an organizational vision and mission, as well
as the long-term goals and immediate strategies that
must be accomplished in order to realize the stated
vision and goals. The City’s vision statement was last
updated in 2017 and reads as follows:
2035 Vision: Wheat Ridge is an attractive and
inviting city and community for families. Wheat
Ridge has great neighborhoods, is a hub of
commerce with a choice of economically viable
commercial areas, and has diverse transportation.
Wheat Ridge is committed to environmental
stewardship and its residents enjoy an active,
healthy lifestyle and are proud of their hometown.
Prior to the actual retreat, the Mayor and City Council
completed a survey to inventory all the thoughts and
ideas each individual elected official had about how to
move the City closer toward the 2035 Vision. This list
of 41 ideas was further categorized into the following
eight priority topic areas: Economic Development,
Zoning and Land Use Planning, Homelessness,
Traffic and Safety, Enforcement, Natural Resources
and Open Space, Community Planning, and City
Council and Community Engagement.
After an all-day ranking and prioritization exercise,
the Mayor and City Council agreed on the eight
priorities as specific strategies to focus on over the
next two years. Council will hold an upcoming series
of study sessions where staff will present information,
work plans, ideas and seek clarification on some of
the items from the Council. Following are the eight
priorities, along with a short description:

1. New Efforts of Engagement in Government;
Understanding City Processes
Community engagement continues to be a priority
for City Council and staff. In 2020, great progress
was made in broadening opportunities for community
involvement and engagement in City processes
through the addition of two online platforms
(WhatsUpWheatRidge.com and WheatRidgeSpeaks.
org), the launch of the Let's Talk neighborhood
engagement program, and the launch of the mobile
web application. A staff team has met to discuss
ideas for furthering Council's priority which includes
continuing to engage Wheat Ridge residents and
stakeholders in City processes and broadening
education about how City government works.
2. Implement Bulk Plane in all Residential
Districts
Bulk Plane regulations are a common tool that the
City can use to further control the mass and bulk of
single-family homes, beyond just the typical setback
and building height standards. City Council adopted
residential bulk plane standards in 2016 and initially
chose to apply them to single-family homes in the
Residential-One C and Residential-Three zone
districts. City Council will discuss adopting such
standards more broadly in other residential zone
districts throughout the City.
3. Re-examine, advance sidewalks on 38th Ave
The desire for greater walkability along 38th Avenue
has come up frequently as a topic over many years.
38th Avenue between Sheridan and Wadsworth has
been identified as the City's "Main Street" in various
policy documents and through different community
outreach processes, including recently through the
Let's Talk East Wheat engagement process. Better
sidewalks would be one clear way to improve that
"Main Street" character the community desires. Better
and safer walking and biking facilities also come up
frequently when thinking about the west end of 38th
Avenue, between Kipling and Youngfield. Making

such improvements to either section of this important
corridor would require relatively significant capital
construction dollars and further design work.
4. Review the Vision, Mission, and Funding of
Localworks
City Council authorized the formation of Wheat
Ridge 2020, now Localworks, in 2005 as a nonprofit corporation, for the purpose of assisting the
City in bringing about community revitalization
and setting the direction for and implementing the
nine strategies contained within the Neighborhood
Revitalization Strategy Repositioning Wheat
Ridge report. Localworks’ current mission is to
advance Wheat Ridge as a vibrant and sustainable
community. As many years have passed since the
original incorporation of Localworks and the City has
changed in many ways since that time, City Council
will review its current relationship with Localworks
to determine the best way for this partnership to grow
in the future.
5. Streamlining Permit Processes
This priority focuses on the customer service,
education, and process improvement of the City's
licensing and permitting processes, including
building permits, inspections, and business licensing.
This priority is supported by an action outlined in the
2019 Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy update
(NRS), which calls for continued improvements
to permitting and review processes to enhance the
experience for business owners and homeowners
undertaking rehabilitation projects. Additionally,
Council recently approved a Licensing Technician
to implement the City's new licensing programs and
provide an increased level of customer service in the
business licensing area. Finally, a full analysis of the
City's financial, licensing, and permitting software
was funded in the 2020 budget but put on hold due
to the pandemic and could be a good first step toward
realizing this priority.

PRIORITIES continued on page 10

Public Officials
MAYOR

CITY TREASURER

DISTRICT I

DISTRICT II

DISTRICT III

DISTRICT IV

Bud Starker

Chris Miller

Janeece Hoppe

Rachel Hultin

Korey Stites

Leah Dozeman

JUDGE

CITY CLERK

Judge Christopher
Randall

Steve Kirkpatrick

Judy Hutchinson

Zachary Urban

Amanda Weaver

Valarie Nosler Beck

303-235-2800
bstarker@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-231-1392
cmiller@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-235-2823
skirkpatrick@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-556-9425
jhoppe@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-369-9972
jhutchinson@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-464-7446
rhultin@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-252-5930
zurban@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-961-1801
kstites@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-725-8748
aweaver@ci.wheatridge.co.us

720-301-9598
ldozeman@ci.wheatridge.co.us

303-350-0772
vnosler@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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The City of Wheat Ridge is Seeking Applicants
for the Sustainable Neighborhoods Program
The Sustainable Neighborhoods Program
provides residents with the support and
resources they need to develop and implement
neighborhood-level
sustainability
projects,
build connections between neighbors and make
Wheat Ridge neighborhoods more resilient and
sustainable. Wheat Ridge joined the Sustainable
Neighborhood Network in 2020 and welcomed its
first two neighborhoods to the program last
fall. "We were so excited to be accepted
into the Sustainable Neighborhoods
Program! We have a close community
and neighbors have always loved
reaching out to help each other. This
program has really encouraged us
to focus on projects that make our
neighborhood more environmentally
sustainable. Now we have a focus that gets
neighbors thinking about how they practice
sustainability in their own homes and yards”, said
Joy Opp, a member of the Paramount Heights
Sustainable Neighborhood leadership team. The
City is searching for two new neighborhoods to join
the program this summer. Interested residents can
visit https://bit.ly/SustainableNeighborhoods or
email sustainability@ci.wheatridge.co.us for more
information.

Take a look at what the two current Sustainable
Neighborhood groups have accomplished in just a
few months!
Applewood Villages Sustainable Neighborhood
(AVSN) was accepted into the program in
September 2020. To engage and measure interest
in different sustainable projects and workshop
ideas, AVSN surveyed its villagers in December of
last year and again in February of 2021.
Based on the survey, a list of
resident-driven projects for
2021 was selected for 2021
including electronic and
paint waste recycling days,
donation drives with local
non-profit
organizations,
and a composting workshop.
With more than 90% of survey
respondents either “interested” or “very interested”,
AVSN’s hallmark project is the villagers choosing
to consolidate to a single preferred waste hauler
for the neighborhood. Many villagers are excited
for the opportunity to be represented by an
organized, resident-led program that can leverage
improvement in the trash hauling services they
receive. AVSN is looking forward to continuing

advancing the community’s ideas and goals in
becoming a more sustainable neighborhood.
Paramount Heights Sustainable Neighborhood
has been busy and is excited to implement
neighborhood-led sustainability projects made
possible by the Sustainable Neighborhoods program.
With a leadership team of four, the neighborhood
has organized a ditch clean-up day, a native
pollinator seed sharing event, a citywide
paint recycling event at Prospect Park,
several zero waste food truck events
to help gather neighbors and spread
the word about the program, and has
begun the process of implementing
a neighborhood preferred waste
hauler. This summer the neighborhood
plans an electronic waste recycling
event, an electric vehicle workshop, and a
neighborhood “swap” to divert materials from the
landfill. The youth in the neighborhood will also
be distributing LED porch light bulbs to reduce
neighborhood electricity use. The Paramount
Heights Sustainable Neighborhood leadership team
encourages other interested residents to learn about
and apply to join the Sustainable Neighborhoods
program in 2021!

Licensing of Short Term Rental Properties in Wheat Ridge
In most cases, a host is permitted to operate one
“whole house” STR (where the entire dwelling unit
is rented out) and one “partial house” STR (where a
portion of the dwelling unit is rented and the host
resides during the stay). This limitation is intended
to prevent an individual or corporation from using
multiple investment properties as STRs and to limit
the number of STRs in residential neighborhoods.
Owners of apartment buildings or properties on
commercial corridors may be permitted to have
additional STRs.

and cannot be located in RVs, sheds, tents, or tree
houses; likewise, STRs are not permitted in housing
that is income-restricted or age-restricted. The code
requires two-night minimum stays and renters
must be 21 or older. A short-term rental or STR is a
dwelling unit, or portion of a dwelling unit, that is
used for lodging accommodations for a period of
less than 30 consecutive days. STRs are commonly
listed on web-based platforms including Airbnb,
VRBO, and Expedia. In short, a property owner can
rent out their house, or rooms in their house, to
allow guests for a short period of time. STRs have
existed in one form or fashion for decades; though
they have become much more prevalent in recent
years.

STRs must be located in legal dwelling units

To facilitate communication among neighbors,

The City began accepting license applications for
Short Term Rentals on May 1, 2021. As of August 1,
2021, anyone operating an STR in Wheat Ridge must
be licensed with the City.

the new regulations require STR hosts to notify
neighboring property owners within 100 feet of
the STR license and to provide emergency contact
information.
As part of a license review, STRs must meet the
minimum residential parking requirements for the
underlying zone district or provide an additional
parking space.
STR Regulations at a Glance
•
•
•
•

License applications opened May 1
Application and annual renewal fee is $200
10% lodgers’ tax applies starting August 1
A cap on the total number of STRs will begin
November 1
• Learn more at ci.wheatridge.co.us/STR

We are excited to
announce that Anderson
Pool will be opening for
the 2021 summer season!
Summer Season:
May 29 - August 12

Extended Season:

Anderson Pool
Opening May 29th!

August 21- September 6
(Saturday, Sunday, & Labor Day only)

For More Information Visit:
www.rootedinfun.com/AndersonPool

4355 N. Field St. Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
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Let’s Talk Resident Engagement Program Update
The City’s Let’s Talk Resident Engagement Program successfully launched
in October 2020. The program splits Wheat Ridge into 10 neighborhoods for
focused local engagement blitzes during which residents share what they love
about their neighborhood and where improvement is needed. In February 2021,
City staff completed the first two blitzes in East Wheat Ridge and Bel Aire. More
than 600 residents provided feedback to help staff determine recommendations
for future action by the City. Those interested in resident input and the City’s
response can find neighborhood-specific reports at whatsupwheatridge.com.
Currently, the program is conducting blitzes in Applewood and Leppla Manor.
Residents of these neighborhoods can participate by taking a quick survey or
joining an upcoming meeting. Interested residents can learn more by visiting
whatsupwheatridge.com, emailing lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us, or calling
303-205-7520.
Residents who don’t live in East Wheat Ridge, Bel Aire, Applewood, or
Leppla Manor neighborhoods will be hearing more from the City soon as the
program will cover all 10 neighborhoods over about two years. Those who
wish to learn more and receive future updates can sign up online or email
lets-talk@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

The Annual Carnation Festival & Parade are Back!
Save the Date: August 13, 14 and 15, 2021
Due to the pandemic, the circus won't be able to travel into the U.S.
this year; however, the fun and festivities will return.
Check thecarnationfestival.com for more details this summer.

Performances
IN THE PARK
REGISTRATION
REQUIRED
SIGN UP TODAY

FREE FAMILY FUN

ANDERSON OUTDOOR POOL OPENS

Anderson Park Pavilion (4355 Field St.)

May 29

MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY

May 31 – City Ofﬁces and Active Adult Center closed,
Recreation Center open from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

CHILDREN’S PERFORMANCES: 10am - 10:45am

RENEWAL WHEAT RIDGE MEETING

June 23

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS

June 30

CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSIONS

July 7

June 1

June 3 and 17, July 1 and 15, August 5 and 19
June 7 and 21, July 5 and 19, August 2 and 16
(Video and in-person)

CITY CULTURAL COMMISSION MEETINGS

July 14

RACE & EQUITY TASK FORCE MEETINGS

July 21

June 9, July 14, August 11

June 10 and 24, July 8 and 22, August 12 and 26

LIQUOR AUTHORITY BOARD MEETINGS

June 10 and 24, July 8 and 22, August 12 and 26

LOCALWORKS’ CHALK OF THE TOWN
June 12 – 19, July 10 – 17, August 14 – 15

Kusogea Nobe Drum Ensemble
Bradley Weaver

Fur Balls- Silly Songs & Stories

Tiny Mule Songs

Celebration of Music!

July 28

Inspector Magic

Magical Adventures

August 4 Eric West Music for Kids

Participatory Music Show with Homemade & Recycled
Instruments

June 14 and 28, July 12 and 26, August 9 and 23
(Video and in-person)
June 16, July 21, August 18

LOCALWORKS’ CRUISER RIDES

June 17, July 15, August 15, September 9

TLC CLEAN UP EVENTS

June 19, Trinity Church; July 24, Applewood Baptist
Church; August TBD; September 18, St. James Episcopal
Church

EVENING PERFORMANCES: 6:30pm - 8:00pm

June 23
June 30
July 7

PERFORMANCES IN THE PARK

July 14

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETINGS

July 21

Wednesdays June 23 – August 4
June 24, July 22, August 26

INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY

City Ofﬁces and Active Adult Center Closed on Monday,
July 5, Recreation Center Open from 10 a.m. - 5p.m.
Anderson Pool open

LOCALWORKS’ MOVIES ON THE RIDGE
August 5, September 10

CARNATION FESTIVAL
August 13, 14, 15

LOCALWORKS’ MID-CENTURY & MODERN HOME TOUR
August 28

Rocky Mountain Aardvarks

Original Songs, Funky Vibes!

African Drum Rhythms & Dances

COUNCIL MEETINGS

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETINGS

Bradley Weaver

Sing Along Fun- Interactive & Instrumental

July 28

Narrow Gauge

Country & Classic Rock

The Long Run

Colorado’s Tribute to The Eagles

T-N-T

Latin Contemporary and Jazz

Swingniks

Swing Beatles/ Sing Beatles

Wendy Woo Band

Poly-ethnic, Power Pop, Song-rock, with Sweet Vocal
Harmonies

FACE Vocal Band

Internationally Acclaimed All-Vocal Rock

August 4 Hot Tomatoes

Denvers Premier Swing & Jazz Band

For more info and to reserve your spot visit
www.rootedinfun.com/performances
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ECONOMIC

D EVELO P MEN T

Steve Art

303-235-2806
sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us

City Provided Grant Funds and other Programs to Assist
Local Businesses Impacted by COVID-19 Restrictions
In 2020 the City of Wheat Ridge’s City Council
approved more than $860,000 in assistance to
400+ independently owned businesses in the
community that were severely affected by state and
county restrictions imposed to reduce the risk of
the pandemic. These grant funds were distributed
to businesses through various programs to help
stabilize and strengthen the Wheat Ridge business
community during the past few months.
The Wheat Ridge City Council utilized federal
CARES Act funding to support the purchase of PPE
masks, gloves, and disinfectant for employees and
so businesses could provide them to customers
base entering places of business. Council then
approved a Business Revitalization Assistance Program in the amount of approximately $115,000 to
assist businesses with the purchase of equipment,
supplies and other upgrades like tents to allow for
or expand outdoor operations or to successfully
follow the social distancing requirements set forth
by the state. These grant funds were used primarily
by Wheat Ridge restaurants. In addition, the City
created a Tax Deferral Program to delay sales tax
payments for up to 90 days for businesses who
qualified.

Thanks from the Business Community

“The grant was key in relieving pressure from
increased cost associated with the pandemic,
staffing issues, and supplier issues. We are so very
appreciative of the support from the city and look
forward to the continued partnership in the future.
We are lucky to call Wheat Ridge home.”
— Preston Silvey, Ziggis Coffee

“The grant from the City of Wheat Ridge was
extremely helpful during Covid as we saw a large
slow down in business - the grant allowed us to offer
some new products to increase sales.”
— Allison Morgan, S2S Signs
“We are still in business, the grant was very helpful
in offsetting continued expenses during the shutdown.”
— Barry, BARELaser
“I was able to stay afloat until I could move all my
clients to ‘virtual.’ I'm doing great now. Thank you so
much for all your help!”
— Charity Grimsley-Hinkley, Virtual Assessments

The City’s website continues to provide the most
up-to-date information and links to the most recent state and county orders regarding status of the
virus and any restrictions still in effect.

“These grants paid for my rent through November.
Your grants guaranteed my rent would be paid. It
was the City of Wheat Ridge that pointed me in the
direction of Jeffco Cares Grant. Their assistance has
helped me pull through to mid 2021.”

“The majority of the businesses in Wheat Ridge
have weathered the challenges of 2020 and are
continuing to operate into 2021” says Steve Art the
City’s economic development manager. “Last year
was difficult, and like every community across
the country, we have had a few businesses make
the decision to close their doors. However, we are
grateful that we could help so many businesses
through this tough time and have a more optimistic
outlook for this summer.”

— Crissy Michaels, Colorado Art of Acupuncture

Wheat Ridge continues to explore ways to
promote, strengthen, and inform the local business
community about special programs offered locally,
as well as through county, state and federal processes. To learn more about doing business in Wheat
Ridge, contact Steve Art at sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

“The grant enabled me to pay rent, pay for
plumbing, install a door bell, pay for the website for
a couple of months . Greatly appreciated. I work a lot
and do my best to make ends meet. I never ex-pected
any help. I'm very grateful for every day I'm a Wheat
Ridge business.”
— Diana Thurber, Diana’s of Denver Hair
“The grant was specifically helpful in supporting
new marketing efforts: I hired an outside digital
marketing agency that is driving at least 40% growth
each month in our online sales. This is mate-rial to
our ability to continue and to grow.”
— Ellen Daehnick, Helliemae’s Caramels.

Red,White & Blue
Ice Cream Social
Listen to good time rock and roll from Westside Detours.
Come dressed in patriotic colors. Cool off with a wrapped
ice cream treat. Setup a chair or blanket distanced from
others. Please register. Limited spaces available.

Friday, June 25: 1-2:00pm
Founders Park 3705 Jay St.
Activity# 250625-01 ...................$5
To register for this event please visit:
www.rootedinfun.com/register

Sponsored by:

“I cannot thank the City of Wheat Ridge enough for
the funds we received. The funds certainly al-lowed
us to keep going. We are not out of it yet though, and
while business is picking up we are still operating
under restrictions.”
— Gary Thomas, Discovery Tap House
“It was a fabulous gesture of the City of Wheat
Ridge to give us a gift of $5000.00 when we needed it
the most! In times of uncertainty you gave us strength,
support and kindness which we really needed! A
Plus Doors is still in business and we Thank You for
the Grant.”
— Karri Horner-Anderson, A+ Doors
“2020 was definitely a tough year for everyone –
especially small businesses. The grant allowed our
company to keep all our staff without any furloughs,
layoffs, or terminations. As an electrical con-tractor,
we were able to provide our services to other essential
services such as restaurants, city governments, and
other businesses during that time to keep them open
and running when electrical issues arose.”
— Mary Anne Parsons, Kelly Electrical Services
“We are extremely grateful for the grant money we
received. The monies granted to us most cer-tainly
helped us to keep our doors open. It gave some
relief in keeping our utility bills current and provided
money to purchase supplies”.
— Patti Meeker, Meeker Auto Sales
“The grant was very helpful in assisting with payroll
costs. It was also helpful when the City offered free
masks to business and dropped them off. Again I am
very grateful for the City’s help in this try-ing time.
Thank you again!”
— Paula M. Tomko, Attorney at Law
“We received the awesome grant in the odd 2020!
The money was used for some much needed shop
upgrades. That would not have happened if it wasn't
for the grant.”
— Travis Kling, Poor Boy Rods
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Renewal Wheat Ridge Bets on Patios
Renewal Wheat Ridge (RWR),
the City’s Urban Renewal Authority
recently approved grant funding
for the construction of three patio
projects on 38th Avenue along The
Ridge at 38. These patios will help
support and expand the opportunities
for three restaurants along the main
street of Wheat Ridge
“In Colorado we have more than 300
days of great weather during which to
enjoy the outdoors,” says Walt Pettit,
chair of RWR. “We are hearing from
our restaurants that those without a
patio really need one for their patrons.
It’s these type of public improvements
that our Board supports and realizes

are important for the continued
success of our restaurants.”
In late 2020 the RWR Board
approved an $80,000 grant for the
owners of Colorado Plus in order to
create a new patio area on the west
side of their restaurant. “We’re very
thankful for everything that Wheat
Ridge has done for us,” stated Eugene
Khang, owner of Colorado Plus.
“We’re a small business and the fact
that the City and Renewal Wheat
Ridge supports business through this
type of funding shows how much they
really do care.” The Colorado Plus
patio opened in early 2021.

PLAN VIEW
Bench Style Seating
around perimeter

High Street Elevation
New gas fireplace and
seating area

PIZZA PUB

High St

Concrete Patio

Bike Parking

38th Ave

PLAN VIEW ROOF DETAIL

Corten Steel with 12" Metal
drink ledge
Stucco to match existing building
Corrugated Metal roof with cut
out chimney and gap in
middle

High St

38th Ave Elevation
Corrugated Metal roof
with 24" overhang for bike parking
Wood or steel truss to match
existing interior

38th Ave

Logo cut out of corten steel

FIREPLACE SEATING AREA
Corrugated Metal roof

3' Round corten steel chimney with
plasma cut out graphic of mountains
and stars. Suspended from roof truss

Bench and Bar Combined Seating
Veneer stone to match fireplace

Custom Bike Rack

Right Coast Pizza

Gas Fireplace with stone
veneer to match existing interior fireplace

Patio Concept 2 - Drawing 2

REVIEW FOR DESIGN INTENT ONLY
Not to Scale

S e

7190 W 48th Avenue
Wheat Ridge CO 80033
303 489 5748

Wadsworth
Update
The Wadsworth Improvement
Project continues to make progress.
The City recently received additional
funding from Jefferson County to help
create the multi-use trail connection
on the east side of Wadsworth to the
Clear Creek Trail. More than $466,141
will be added to the project through
a grant from the Trails Partnership
Program administered by Jefferson
County Open Space.
Phase 1 of the project, which
reconstructs Wadsworth between
41st Avenue and I-70, is gearing up for
a summer start. The construction bid
solicitation period is now closed and
the City intends to award a contract
for the project in early summer.
More information on the selected
contractor and ways to engage with
the project team will be announced
on the city website.

Phase 1 construction is anticipated
to take two years to complete and will
require traffic pattern changes and
lane closures during off-peak hours.
Once the project is underway, weekly
schedule updates and anticipated
travel impacts will be posted on the
project website and sent out through
Notify Me Traffic alerts to subscribers
on the city website. ci.wheatridge.
co.us/wadsworthimprovements.
Click on the Notify Me® button on the
City website, or on the City’s mobile
app. The project hotline is 303-3900878 and information will be updated
frequently.

On June 1, 2021, City Hall will open to walkup
service as well as appointments.
Appointments only 8 – 9 a.m. and 4 – 5 p.m.
(check the Guide on the City website for department contacts)

Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Building Division Walkup Customer Service 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Immediately
following
the
Colorado Plus grant, the RWR Board
approved another grant, this time of
$60,000 for a new patio and restroom
to be added on the east side of Right
Coast Pizza. “We’re getting busier
all the time,” stated Mark Escow,
owner of Right Coast Pizza. “With
our normal business flow and special
events held on the green across the
street, we often overflow our indoor
capacity. This new patio will help us
meet that demand and offer patrons
an area outside to enjoy Colorado’s
great weather.” Construction should
start in early summer 2021.
A $100,000 grant was also
approved by the RWR Board for
the construction of a large patio
expansion at Clancy’s Irish Pub, the
metro areas’ oldest existing Irish pub.
According to Joe DeMott, owner of

Clancy’s, the patio expansion will
really be post-COVID. “We recognize
that customer expectations are
changing due to COVID. I think the
spacing of customers is going to
become the norm in our business
and we’re now looking at creative
ways to meet all the demands of our
customers as we move forward.” The
grants are funded through the use
of excess tax increment generated
directly through the property tax paid
by businesses within a designated
area along 38th Avenue. There is no
increase to the property tax paid by
the business or from their customer
base.
Business owners in one of RWR’s
five Urban Renewal Plan areas who
would like to learn more can contact
Steve Art at sart@ci.wheatridge.co.us.
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Let’s talk about I-70 and Kipling

Exceptional
People

In December 2019, during my
interview for the position as Chief
of Police for Wheat Ridge, I was
asked a very specific question.
“What are you going to do about
I-70 and Kipling?” As I researched
the topic further, I discovered a long
history of concern and focus on this
part of town, and found that many
community members have a very
negative perception of the area.
Chris Murtha
Changing community perception
Chief of Police
will require real intervention and
results that are demonstrated by
all departments of our municipal
government. Our reputation as a city should not be based
solely on the conditions at I-70 and Kipling but sometimes
it is.

Exceptional

Addressing the issues occurring in that area is also not the
sole responsibility of the police department. In Wheat Ridge,
we are working across all departments to implement policy
change and we are collaborating with our regional partners
to establish permanent improvements.

Service!

Here are projects the City and WRPD are currently
engaged in:

Providing

• More frequent clean-up in the area to include CDOT, city
staff, contractors, and community volunteers.
• A Homeless Navigator position has been added to
help connect those experiencing homelessness with
resources. Our Homeless Navigator connects people
with services and builds relationships and trust with
persons experiencing homelessness.
• Mental health co-responders who provide support to our
police department as we encounter people in crisis.
• A dedicated crime prevention officer who is assigned
to the area and works with our Homeless Navigator to
provide safety, and better understand the community
that lives or transits the area. An additional three officers
will be directly assigned to that area in the next month.
• This summer we will increase our Park Rangers to patrol
the greenbelt. We will use a mix of bike patrols, foot
patrols, and vehicular patrols, by Park Rangers and patrol
officers to improve safety for those using our parks.
• A coordinated regional program, “Heading Home.” This
Jefferson County program helps to coordinate resources
in creating a plan that does not just push people from one
jurisdiction to another.
• Proposed legislation to modify lodging regulations and
hold hotel ownership accountable is in the works with
the goal of ensuring that those who stay at our hotels
do not negatively impact the community. The City is in
direct communication with the business community in
the area, especially our hotels.
• The Wheat Ridge Crash and Traffic Team will supplement
police presence and focus on improving pedestrian
safety.
• Continuation of our Crossroads Project to work directly
with local businesses and address their concerns.

The City of Wheat Ridge and City Council also continue to
work on solutions for affordable housing, landscape design,
improved data collection, and economic investment in the
area. WRPD, is collaborating with other City departments to
address the concerns around I-70 and Kipling in particular,
and in the meantime, we will continue to fight crime and
disorder in that area as we do throughout the City. However,
we are bound by the constitution and state law regarding
homelessness and those constraints may not be well
understood by everyone in our community. I find myself
frequently reminding community members that it is not
illegal to be homeless, however, we continue to try and help
those in need even though some people decline assistance.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, the populations living
and staying in the area have grown significantly, including
those who are homeless or transient and attempting to camp
outdoors or stay for extended periods in budget hotels. What
is still unclear is whether the rise in numbers is temporary
and will wane post-pandemic or if the surge will be longerlasting.
We understand that the area of I-70 and Kipling is attractive
to many marginalized people, especially those experiencing
homelessness and some of those individuals engage in
illicit or illegal activity including drug use. Hangouts are
also often littered with trash. Inexpensive lodging facilities
bordering the corridor act as gathering places for those
who are essentially homeless or transient, and therefore
contribute to the safety and health concerns of Wheat
Ridge community members and local business owners.
Officers in regular contact with people in that area tell us
that Wheat Ridge feels safer than metro Denver. We are a
compassionate city and as your police department, we try to
balance enforcement within our compassion. However, we
know that some of the people who make up these struggling
segments of our society right now are creating some of the
problems and it is important to take action to keep everyone
safe, to prevent crime whenever possible and respond when
criminal activity is taking place. We will help those who need
it and want our help and we will hold people accountable
who commit crimes.
While City leaders continue to work to understand the
ever-changing factors that impact the area, we recognize the
need to act expeditiously and boldly. There are stumbling
blocks in the path toward meaningful change, however.
Jefferson County has implemented jail restrictions that
make it difficult for us to remove some of the criminal
element, and a lack of available resources has reduced area
services that support homelessness, mental health, and
addiction. Nationally there are mixed results when dealing
with homelessness, but we want to do better here in Wheat
Ridge.
Working together as a community, I believe we can
reimagine and change the sense of place found within the
I-70 and Kipling corridor. I hope our efforts will change your
perception as we continue to push hard to find solutions to
the problems around I-70 and Kipling.

New Online System for Filing a Police Report
The Wheat Ridge Police Department (WRPD) has
announced the launch of a new online tool, the Desk Officer
Reporting System (DORS), for filing police reports including
auto collision, criminal mischief/vandalism, defacing
property (graffiti), hit and run, identify theft, lost property,
phone harassment, private property accident, supplemental
report, theft, and theft from a vehicle.
“The department’s Records Team has been working
on new online tools to make filing police reports and
requesting records easier for Wheat Ridge residents and
other community members,” stated Chief Chris Murtha.

“The process is fast and safe without having to come into our
offices.”
In addition to filing reports online, requests for an accident
or police report, body worn camera footage or photos can
also be made. After making a request for a record or body
worn camera/photos, a secure link is sent to the designated
email address and the person making the request can
immediately download the report, photos or footage.
To file a police report or learn more about requesting a
police report visit ci.wheatridge.co.us/467/Police-Records.
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Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department Seeks CAPRA Reaccreditation
The Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department is pursuing reaccreditation from
the Commission for Accreditation of Park and
Recreation Agencies (CAPRA). CAPRA is part of the
National Park and Recreation Association (NRPA),
is the only national accreditation of park and
recreation agencies, and is a valuable measure of an
agency’s overall quality of operation, management,
and service to the community. Achieving CAPRA
accreditation is the best way to demonstrate that an
agency and its staff provide the community with the
highest level of service.
The Department was initially accredited in 2016,
and the reaccreditation review occurs every five
years. There are currently only 183 accredited park
and recreation agencies in the United States, with
only 10 accredited agencies in Colorado. For more
information about CAPRA
Due to COVID-19, the Wheat Ridge Parks and
Recreation Department will undergo a virtual
site-based visit and review by CAPRA during the
week of April 19-23, 2021. Prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, reviews were always done onsite and
in-person, however, this year that review will
occur virtually by a team of CAPRA assessors who
will evaluate the Department’s practices, policies,
procedures, programs, facilities, parks, trails, and
overall management. Achieving reaccreditation
through CAPRA requires an agency to meet 100% of

the 36 fundamental standards and 95% (112) of the
118 non-fundamental standards. The standards are
grouped into ten categories: 1) Agency Authority,
Role, Responsibility, 2) Planning, 3) Organization
and Administration, 4) Human Resources, 5)
Financial Management, 6) Programs and Services
Management, 7) Facility and Land Use Management,
8) Public Safety, Law Enforcement, Security, 9) Risk
Management, 10) Evaluation and Research.
As a part of the virtual assessment, the CAPRA
review team will assess department documents and
records, interview staff members and Parks and
Recreation Commissioners, and evaluate policies,
procedures, and processes. The accreditation
manager overseeing the review for the Wheat Ridge
Parks and Recreation Department is Brandon
Altenburg.
The beneﬁts of accreditation include:
• Demonstration that the agency meets national
standards of best practice
• Recognition that the community as a great place
to live
• Helping to secure external financial support and
reduce costs for the community
• Holding the agency accountable to the public
and ensuring responsiveness to meet their needs
• Ensuring that all staff are providing quality
customer service

Homelessness is a Shared Responsibility
Across
the
country,
communities are facing the
challenge of an increasing
number of people experiencing
homelessness.
Wheat Ridge, as well as
our neighboring cities,
are feeling the impact of
this national concern. While many believe police
departments have the primary responsibility for
responding to complaints about illegal camping,
trash and panhandling, managing all of the impacts
of people experiencing homelessness is a shared
community responsibility and cannot be addressed
with just one approach.

The city of Wheat Ridge held a meeting earlier this
month hosted by Mayor Starker presentations were
provided by the following special guests and there
was an opportunity for questions and answers.
Carmen Beery, Esq. Partner Murray Dahl
Beery & Renaud LLP; Kelli Barker, Regional
Homeless Coordinator, Jefferson County; Rebekah
Raudabaugh, Wheat Ridge Homeless Navigator;
Patrick Goﬀ, Wheat Ridge City Manager; Randle
Loeb, Homeless Advocate.
As follow up to that meeting a survey has been
created on What’s Up Wheat Ridge so community
members can provide additional input and ideas. To
take the survey https://whatsupwheatridge.com/
homelessness-is-a-shared-responsibility.

Protecting the
Birds at the Tabor
Lake Rookery

allaboutbirds.org

Each year at the beginning of March, the
City of Wheat Ridge closes Tabor Lake west of
Prospect Park to boating through July to protect
birds at the rookery on the island. Well known
to area bird watchers, Tabor Lake has been
a long -time home to the rookery, a breeding
colony of birds. The birds build their nests in
the trees and on the ground on the island for
protection from predators clearly illustrating
the concept of “safety in numbers.” DoubleCrested Cormorants, Great Blue Herons, BlackCrowned Night Herons and Canada geese all
nest and breed on the island at Tabor Lake.
The Double-Crested Cormorant is a large,
black, water bird with a long tail and neck.
The cormorants’ feathers are not waterproof
so these birds can be seen standing with their
wings open to dry. The Great Blue Heron is a
very large, tall bird that is greyish blue with a
long neck. Great Blue Herons are the sentries
at the rookery and are usually the first birds to
alert the colony to danger. The Black-Crowned
Night Heron is a stocky, compact heron with
a black cap and back and a whiteish belly and
wings. Interestingly, the eyes of the BlackCrowned Night Heron are proportion-ally
larger than other herons. The Canada goose is
a large bird with a long black neck and white
cheek patch. The body of this goose is brown
with a paler chest and white undertail. The
Canada goose was reintroduced in Colorado
in 1957 for hunters and was so successful that
many now con-sider the goose to be a pest.
Take the short walk west from Prospect Park
to Tabor Lake to see the rookery and observe
these remarkable birds!

Get Outside and Enjoy Our Parks
Mission Statement

Vision Statement

We are dedicated to serving our
community by providing diverse
programs, experiences, and spaces
that enhance quality of life.

To be the first choice and trusted
source for connecting with nature,
living healthy, and having fun.

22

Ball Fields

26

Parks

19

Playgrounds

300

Acres Open
Space

Learn More: www.rootedinfun.com/parks

3

Historic
Properties

7

Miles of
Multi-Use
Trials
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Don’t Live in a Floodplain?
What is the Risk?
Annual Floodplain Open House
The Annual Floodplain Open House will be held on Wed.
June 23, 2021. Short presentations will be made at 5:15 p.m.
and 6:15 p.m. with a Q & A session after each presentation. The
City’s award-winning Top of the Hour video will be shown at
the meeting and staff will be available to check the floodplain
status of Wheat Ridge addresses. In addition, information will
be shared concerning the status of the remapping of Clear
Creek and Lena Gulch flood maps.
Everyone is at risk of flooding no matter the location of the
house. For most, the risk is very low. However, for those that
live in a floodplain the risk is very real. Those living in one of the
Wheat Ridge regulatory floodplains, also known as the 100 year
floodplain or the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), the chance of
being flooded in any given year is at least 1 percent. Over the life of
a 30-year mortgage, there is a 23 percent change of being flooded.
Even those who do not live near Clear Creek, Lena Gulch or along
the Sloan’s Lake Local Flood Hazard Area (LFHA) may still be at
risk from flooding. Almost 2/3 of all flood claims in Wheat Ridge
have been for properties outside the SFHA and LFHA. Houses with
basements are particularly vulnerable to localized flooding.

Tips to Reduce or Mitigate Risk
There are several things that can lower or mitigate the risk of flood
damage.
• Obtain flood insurance
• Inventory items that can be damaged by water, including
pictures
• Keep valuable items out of basements or elevate them
• Add a battery back-up to the sump pump
Other changes to the property to reduce the risk of damage from
flooding may require hiring professionals and obtaining building
and floodplain permits, including:
• Raise appliances and HVAC equipment above the flood
elevation
• Add flood vents to a crawl space
• Raise the house above the flood elevation

Improvements in a Floodplain
Have property in the SFHA? Be aware that most improvements
require a floodplain permit. The permit is required for the
construction of new structures, additions, fences, storage sheds,
the placement of fill, or storage of materials.

Flood Insurance
The National Flood Insurance Program, NFIP, makes
federally backed flood insurance available to property owners
in communities that adopt and enforce floodplain regulations.
Because the City actively participates in the Community Rating
System, CRS, a NFIP pro-gram, most policies receive an automatic
25% reduction in insurance rates.

Priorities

continued from page 3

6. Commercial Corridor Code Review
City Council recognizes the crucial role
that commercial corridors play in building
healthy and vibrant communities. They
are not just places where local residents
shop and gather, but places where people
build wealth through small businesses,
find jobs, and share, celebrate and preserve
community culture. City Council will
review City Codes to determine what
additional tools and resources should be
considered to help the City’s commercial
corridors improve, thrive and grow.
7. Policy on non-conforming accessory
dwelling units (ADUs)
An ADU is an additional residential
building that occupies the same lot as a
primary residence. Examples of an ADU
could be a guest house or a detached garage
with a rented apartment above. The City’s
Building Code does not currently allow or
regulate ADUs. However, ADUs currently
exist throughout the City and are considered
“non-conforming.” The circumstances
leading to the creation of such units over the
years vary widely. Several years ago, City
Planning Staff developed a detailed policy

to evaluate the legality and safety of such
units when they come to the City’s attention.
City Council will study this issue further to
determine how to change the status of these
structures from non-conforming to legal
residential units.
8. Develop Solutions and Work with
Partners to Address Homelessness
Across the country, communities are
facing the challenge of an increasing
number
of
people
experiencing
homelessness. Wheat Ridge, as well as our
neighboring cities, are feeling the impact
of this national concern. While solutions to
this complex issue are not simple, they also
don’t rest solely in the hands of one agency
or organization. This is a shared community
responsibility and the most effective
response is one in which municipalities,
police departments, social service agencies,
businesses, and community members
will only reach by working together. City
Council will continue to study this issue to
determine what additional resources and
partnerships will be necessary to address
these challenges.

Wheat Ridge Passes New Ordinance
Requiring A Retail License for the
Sale of Tobacco Products
Wheat Ridge City Council recently
passed Council Bill No. 04 Ordinance No.
1710 effective July 1, 2021, requiring all
tobacco retailers to have a license to sell
tobacco products. To apply http://bit.ly/
WRRetailTobaccoLicenseApplication
The new ordinance is intended to
encourage responsible tobacco product
sales and to discourage the sale or
distribution of tobacco products to young
people in order to reduce the likelihood
that they will become tobacco product
users. The ordinance requires that
licensed retailers not provide self-service
or sell tobacco products to anyone under
21, requires that retail clerks handling
or selling tobacco products be at least
18 years of age, and that no new retail
sales license be issued within 1,000 ft.
of a public or private school or youth
facility. Read the Ordinance http://bit.ly/
WRRetailTobaccoOrdinance

Flood insurance policies are sold through licensed insurance
agents and require a 30-day waiting period for coverage to take
effect so if a flood is forecast, it is too late to acquire insurance.
More information about flood insurance can be found on the
NFIP website at www.floodsmart.gov. Losses due to flooding are
typically not covered by regular home-owner’s insurance, so the
best advice is to contact a licensed insurance agent today.

Approximately 96 percent of smokers
begin smoking before age 21, with most
beginning before age 16. According to
public health experts, smokers frequently
transition from experimentation to
addiction between the ages of 18 and 21
and youth use of e-cigarettes and similar
products is associated with future cigarette
use. The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has reported a more than 800%
increase in electronic cigarette use among
middle school and high school students
between 2011 and 2015.

For additional information about construction in the SFHA and
LFHA, or to determine the floodplain status of a property, visit the
City’s floodplain webpage at ci.wheatridge.co.us/flood or contact
Mark Westberg, the Floodplain Administrator, at 303-235-2863 or
mwestberg@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

The new ordinance applies to the sale
of tobacco products such as cigarettes
and e-cigarettes, cigars and e-cigars, vape
pens, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco, and
snuff. For additional items, please review

Ordinance 1710. The term “Tobacco
Product” does not include any product
that contains marijuana.
Signage will also be required on the
licensed premises indicating that tobacco
products shall not be sold to any person
under the age of 21. No one younger
than 18 years of age is allowed to sell,
stock, retrieve or other otherwise handle
tobacco products. Self-service displays are
prohibited except for business designated
as Tobacco Specialty Businesses. Anyone
under the age of 50 must present a
government issued ID in order to buy
tobacco products. After the effective date
of July 1, 2021, no new licenses to sell
tobacco products will be issued within
1000 ft. of public or private schools and
youth-oriented facilities.
The Wheat Ridge Police Department
will conduct twice annual inspections
and violators will be subject to fines and
potential suspension of revocation of their
retail license to sell tobacco products. Any
complaints of violations will be referred
to the Licensing Authority and if, after
investigation and a hearing to determine
that a violation has occurred, the Licensing
Authority may suspend, restrict or revoke
a license. If the violations occur within a
three-year period, the first violation will
result in a $500 fine, the second violation
in the suspension of the retail license
for seven days, the third violation in the
suspension of the license for 30 days, the
fourth violation license suspension for
one year; and if five violations are found
within a three-year period, the license for
the retail sale of tobacco will be revoked
and the licensee deemed ineligible to
apply for a license for two years.
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www.wearelocalworks.org

WHEAT RIDGE KICKS UP ITS HEELS THIS SUMMER
Localworks has a summer of fun planned and
everyone is invited to “Live Local” and celebrate
all that makes Wheat Ridge special. To stay in
the know about these and other terrific events in
Wheat Ridge, check out the Localworks website
wearelocalworks.org, sign up for Localworks’
eNews, and follow Localworks on Facebook and
Instagram. Here are some summer highlights:

Cruiser Rides
Cruiser rides are back! These rides are familyfriendly and usually start and end at a local Wheat
Ridge business or park at 5 p.m.:





June 17: Evening at the Park
July 15: Summer Fun
August 15: Ride to the Carnation Festival
September 9: Celebrate the Criterium

Register at wearelocalworks.org

Porches and Patios
Porches and Patios kicked off in March and this
fun, local way of getting together to celebrate
Wheat Ridge will continue all summer. The “Porch”
in Porches and Patios provides opportunities for
residents to meet and share their love for Wheat
Ridge at local parks and other places - maybe a
front yard or at home on the porch. The “Patio” in
Porches and Patios provides opportunities for the
Wheat Ridge community to meet local business
owners and enjoy what makes their businesses
unique and special. The events are designed to
provide a fun and safe way to talk and celebrate
Wheat Ridge. These monthly events will take place
across the city. To check for the next Porches and
Patio event, go to wearelocalworks.org event listing.
Follow Localworks on Facebook and Instagram.

TLC Clean Up Days provide residents of Wheat
Ridge with the chance to dispose of large trash
and recyclable items. These popular events are a
partnership between Localworks and the Wheat
Ridge Police Department’s Community Services
Team. Events begin at 8 a.m. and are on a firstcome, first-served basis until the dumpsters are full
or until noon.
June 19 – Trinity Church
July 24 – Applewood Baptist Church
August – WRUMC (date to be determined)
September 18 – St. James Episcopal Church

Chalk of the Town

 June 12 - 19
 July 10 – 17
 August 14 – 15
Gather family and friends and sign up as volunteers
to “Chalk the Town”! wearelocalworks .org

This tour celebrates mid-century and modern
architecture here in Wheat Ridge. This year’s tour
has partnered with Denver Modernism week and
is sure to provide tons of information and access
to some very special Wheat Ridge homes. Tickets
sell out so order early. Tickets are available on the
Localworks website wearelocalworks.org in early
July.

TLC – Clean Up Days






Chalk of the Town returns to Wheat Ridge in June,
July and August! This program pairs local volunteers
with businesses to create unique chalk art. This
year’s dates include:

Mid-Century & Modern Home Tour – August 28

Movies on the Ridge
Free Movies on the Ridge are back at The Green
this summer. The Green is located at Stevens
Elementary School at 7101 West 38th Avenue.
Check wearelocalworks.org for movie titles and free
ticket information. Two movie dates are planned:
 August 5
 September 10

Criterium Bike Race– September 12
The Criterium Bike Race is a Wheat Ridge tradition
for more than six years. A Criterium (or Crit) is a
bicycle race where racers make laps on a course
over public roads which are closed to traffic for the
duration of the race. The races are fast and fun to
watch! Families are welcome to ride the course in
the Family Fun Ride! Come and cheer on the racers!
For more wearelocalworks.org, Facebook, and
Instagram.
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Things to Consider
Before Adopting a Family Puppy
Spring and puppies seem to go together. For
families thinking about adding a puppy to the
household, before purchasing that purebred
from a local breeder or pet store consider how
many of those cute puppies come from puppy
mills where dogs live in small cages and rarely
have interaction with a loving human being.
Puppy mill operators don’t have much
concern for the health and well-being of the
dogs in their care but rather focus only on
profit. Female breeding dogs suffer most
and are often forced to live in small cages,
reproducing as many times as possible
until they can no longer handle pregnancy.
Unfortunately, these dogs never have a chance
at a happy life or human companionship.
Puppies produced by puppy mills often
have health and behavioral problems as
the result of overbreeding, a lack of human
interaction, and proper veterinary care. When
new puppy parents bring a dog home without
having done a thorough background check on
the puppy vendor, sometimes serious, even
life-threatening health problems show up.

TAG's TIPS

Animal Control Officers with the Wheat
Ridge Police Department encourage the
adoption of puppies and kittens as well as
older adult dogs from shelters like Foothills
Animal Shelter or breed-specific rescue
organizations.

Keep Your Dog Safe
From Venomous Snakes
The four types of rattlesnakes in Colorado
are the prairie, midget faded, massasauga, and
western diamondback.

range about 2/3 the length of the snake.
Continue to back up until the snake stops
rattling.

How to identify a Colorado Rattlesnake

What to do if a dog is bitten

•
•
•
•

A tail with a rattle
Fangs behind their teeth
Facial pits between nostrils and eyes
Thin pupils that look like small black
slashes
• Head in the shape of a broad triangle
• Average length of two and a half feet but
can grow to up to four feet
• Bullsnakes get confused with rattlers due
to similar markings and tails that mimic a
rattle
How to avoid rattlesnakes and what to do
if encountered
Stay on wide paths and in shorter grass
areas and avoid rocky terrain, dense brush,
and overgrown grassy areas.
Remain calm and back up out of striking

Generally snakes strike dogs in the face /
head area. Immediately bleeding puncture
wounds will be visible. Often the dog shows
signs of severe pain and swelling. Later the
dog may experience lethargy and weakness
followed by depressed respiration and muscle
tremors.
Seek immediate medical attention! DO not
get overly excited as dogs sense this and get
worked up themselves. Minimize or greatly
limit the dog’s activity. Carry the dog out
or let them walk slowly and calmly to the
destination. Keep the dog hydrated and if
Benedryl is handy it will lower the swelling.
Note: Small dogs need less than a child’s dose.
Call ahead to the closest veterinary clinic to
expect arrival and determine availability of
antidote, not all vet clinics have it available.

For those still thinking about purchasing
a puppy, here are some tips for finding
professional, conscientious animal breeders:
• Research the pet store or individual selling
the puppy. Read online reviews and
look for any complaints filed about sick
puppies.
• Insist on meeting at the breeder’s location,
not at a store or parking lot. Review the
facility for cleanliness, outdoor play space,
and conditions in which the animals live.
• Ask to meet the puppy’s parents and
siblings to determine the health of the
animals.
• Ask to prescreen the puppy(s) to help
determine whether the dog (s) was
shipped from somewhere else within the
United States, which may indicate the
puppy came from a puppy mill. Many
puppy mills can be found in the Midwest
especially Missouri and Kansas.
• Ask to see documents from veterinarian
exams and/or records of the first set of
puppy shots.
• Check that the puppy is active and not
exhibiting symptoms such as being
lethargic, frequently coughing or sneezing,
or having any discharge around the eye.
Parvovirus, or Parvo, is a common virus
that puppy mill dogs contract and can be
fatal if not caught early. Puppies don’t
have a strong enough immune system to
fight off this deadly virus. In many cases
where the puppy has a virus, symptoms
include lethargy, a smelly bloody stool,
and a decreased interest in food and water.
While there are many breeders who
provide good care, proper documentation,
and who are open to prescreening visits,
using these simple precautions for the
warning signs of puppy mill breeders can
ensure the adoption of healthy animals from
healthy environments where the mom and
the her puppies are well cared for.

