Mayor's Matters March 2021

Greetings from Mayor Bud Starker
Mayor’s Matters is your connection to learn about the
great things happening in the City of Wheat Ridge.
Share this newsletter with any friends or family who
may wish to know more about our City.

Coffee with the Mayor
Our next Virtual Coffee with the Mayor is Sat., Mar. 13, from 9-10 a.m. We will meet
virtually to share a cup of coffee from the safety of our homes. Please check the City
website for information about calling in or using our video conferencing option. I hope
you can join me.

COVID-19 Updates from Jeffco Public Health
Jefferson County residents are seeing the results of wearing masks, social
distancing, and washing hands, with the move by JCPH to Level Blue on Feb. 26,
2021. This means greater capacity is allowed in restaurants, gyms, offices, and
businesses offering personal services. Please continue to be vigilant, the virus is not
contained or irradicated yet. Review the restrictions of Level Blue and other
information Follow social media on Twitter @JeffcoPH, Instagram @JeffcoPH and
Facebook @jeffcopublichealth.
JCPH is currently offering vaccines to people age 65 and over by appointment only.
Health care workers and first responders with moderate to high exposure are also
eligible and can email HealthCovidVax@jeffco.us for vaccination opportunities and
information.
For questions or assistance with registering for a vaccine, call the JCPH COVID-19
Vaccine Call Center at 303-239-7000 and press option 1 or check the CDPHE
website
For general questions about COVID-19, call CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877462-2911, or email COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English and Spanish.

Special Event Calendar Changes and Cancellations
Upcoming Events and Meetings Subject to change. Check the City calendar.
Virtual City Council Study Session Mar. 1, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Urban Renewal Authority Meeting Mar. 2, 6 p.m.
Virtual Planning Commission Meeting Mar. 4 Canceled
Virtual City Council Meeting Mar. 8, 7 p.m.
Virtual Cultural Commission Meeting Mar. 10, 6 p.m.
Virtual WRPD Community Advisory Group Meeting Mar. 10, 6 p.m.
Virtual Liquor Board Meeting Mar. 11, 9 a.m.
Virtual Race & Equity Task Force Meeting Mar. 11, 6 p.m.
Virtual Coffee with the Mayor Mar. 13, 9 a.m.
Happy St. Patrick's Day Mar. 17
Virtual City Council Study Session Meeting Mar. 15, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting Mar. 17, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Planning Commission Meeting Mar. 18, 7 p.m.
Virtual City Council Meeting Mar. 22, 7 p.m.
Virtual Housing Authority Board Meeting Mar. 23 Canceled
Virtual Race & Equity Task Force Meeting Mar. 25, 6 p.m.
Virtual Board of Adjustment Meeting Mar. 25, 7 p.m.
Virtual Liquor Board Authority Meeting, Mar. 25, 9 a.m.
Easter Egg Hunt with a Twist, Mar. 27, 10 a.m.

City Facilities-Please watch for updates on the City website
City Hall - Open by appointment only with strict guidelines
WR Recreation Center Pools-Regular hours by reservation only
WR Recreation Center - Regular hours by reservation only
WRPD Records - Open by appointment only
Municipal Court - Check website for updates
Active Adult Center - Closed due to COVID, event rentals are available
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, sports and event
rentals
Park and Facility Rentals - Accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center, Richards-Hart Estate, or park pavilions
Wheat Ridge Virtual Recreation Center RootedinFun.com

Active Adult Center Is
Looking for Leprechauns
Spot the Leprechauns amidst some
crazy shenanigans during the drive
through event on Tuesday, March 16,
2021, from 1-3 p.m. in the Wheat Ridge
Active Adult Center parking lot. Pick up
a boxed traditional Irish meal of corned
beef, cabbage, parsley potatoes and soda bread to heat up at home. Cost is $10 and
registration is required with limited appointment times. Sign up online or call 303-2057500 or 303-231-1300. The event is sponsored by Brookdale Senior Living and
Zamudio Insurance Services.

Large Item Pickup 2021
Wheat Ridge will host the Large Item
Pickup Program for residents located
within the Wheat Ridge city limits on
Saturday, June 5, 2021 and Saturday,
June 12, 2021. Preregistration is
required and begins Monday, April 26 at
7 a.m. Phone registration is available MF from 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. by calling 303205-7611. Residents may also register
by completing the online form available
beginning April 26. Registration ends on Friday, May 21, 2021, or when capacity has been
reached, whichever comes first. Read more
There are 270 spots available for this program. City of Wheat Ridge residences that register
for the program will be eligible to have ONE large bulky household item picked up that local
residential trash service will not collect without extra payment. Verification of Wheat Ridge
residency and pre-approval of the type of item to be picked up will be required at the time of
registration.
Up to 135 residences will have a pickup scheduled on Saturday, June 5, 2021
Up to 135 residences will have a pickup scheduled on Saturday, June 12, 2021

Think Spring!
The City of Wheat Ridge is partnering
with Resource Central for this year’s
Garden in a Box program. The first 50
Wheat Ridge residents who purchase
qualifying gardens will receive a $25
discount, subsidized by Sustainable
Wheat Ridge. Gardens go on sale March
1, 2021 and can be purchased at online
Each garden box is created by a professional landscape designer and contains 14-30
starter plants in 4” pots, depending on the selection. These plants use less water
than regular turf grass, and are designed specifically for Colorado yards. The boxes
are designed with plants that work well together and there is a plant-by-number map
included to help residents visualize how to design and plant the new garden.
To receive the $25 resident discount, select “City of Wheat Ridge” from the dropdown menu on the online order form. Choose the most convenient pickup location.
Replacing a 100 sq. ft. area of lawn with a Garden in a Box can save up to 7,000
gallons of water over the lifetime of the garden when compared to grass – equal to
about 500 loads of laundry! Garden kits also offer colorful blooms that increase the
beauty of the yard as well as attract beneficial pollinators.
For more information. For questions about the plants, installation, or program, email
gardeninfo@resourcecentral.org or call 303-999-3820 x 222

City Seeks Input on Noise Ordinance
Enjoy live music with a microbrew? Appreciate
entertainment while having dinner on an outdoor
patio in Wheat Ridge? Disturbed by noise from a
nearby business? The City is seeking input from
residents and businesses about the Noise
Ordinance that now requires businesses,
individuals, and organizations to acquire a permit
for any event that includes live or recorded music
(amplified sound). A new survey is posted to What's
Up Wheat Ridge and input provided by March 26
will be reviewed during the City Council Study Session review of the ordinance on
April 5, 2021. Read more and take the survey.

Sustainable Wheat Ridge Seeks New
Neighborhoods
Residents looking for ways to connect with their
neighbors, implement sustainability projects, and build
more vibrant and sustainable neighborhoods may be
interested in The City of Wheat Ridge Sustainable
Neighborhoods Program! The City is accepting new
neighborhood applications until Monday, March 22,
2021. Learn more and complete an application.
Sustainable Neighborhoods is a resident-led program that partners city staff with
Wheat Ridge neighbors to develop and manage sustainability projects, events and
workshops with the goal of enhancing the long-term character, livability and
sustainability of Wheat Ridge neighborhoods. Neighborhoods participating in the
program earn credits for their activities and receive recognition from City staff and the
community.
Interested in composting? Sign up for the Scraps compost program and get 24/7
access to new compost drop-off bins at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center and at
Wheat Ridge City Hall. Limit each drop-off to just one three gallon bag; the average
household produces about three gallons of compostables each week, not including
yard debris. All compostables must be in a compostable bag. The drop-off program
costs $15/month per member with a one-time $20 startup fee. To join
For questions regarding the Wheat Ridge Scraps or the Sustainable Neighborhoods
program, email sustainability@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Wheat Ridge Announces Licensing
of Short-Term Rentals
On February 22, 2021, the Wheat Ridge City
Council adopted an ordinance allowing and
regulating short-term rentals (STRs). A shortterm rental, or STR, is a dwelling unit, or portion
of a dwelling unit, that is used for lodging for
less than 30 consecutive days. A property
owner can rent out their whole house, or rooms
in their house, to allow guests to stay for short
period of time. STRs are commonly listed on
web-based platforms such as Airbnb, VRBO, and Expedia. Licensing applications will
open online on May 1, 2021. As of August 1, 2021, anyone operating an STR in
Wheat Ridge must be licensed with the City. Read more

WR Parks & Rec Presents Easter
Egg Hunt with a Twist
Join in the hopping good fun Sat. March 27 at 10
a.m. and hunt easter eggs at five Wheat Ridge parks
this year. Registration for each child is required and
space is limited.

Everyone who is registered will receive an email
at 10 a.m. with clues to where Easter eggs are
hidden throughout the City of Wheat Ridge! Figure out the clues and head to the
corresponding location to hunt for eggs; then move on to the next clue! (Limit 10
eggs per child per location) Be on the lookout for special appearances by the Easter
Bunny and Booster the Rooster (the new WR mascot)! Win Prizes for best outfit!
(Could be funny or fancy, the whole family or just the kiddos- get creative!) Post
photos on Facebook with the hashtag #WheatRidgeEGGHUNT and tag
@WheatRidgeParks
There will be one Golden Egg at each location. Find it and win!

Updates on Plans for SCL Health
In 2018, SCL Health purchased a 26-acre parcel at Clear Creek Crossing and the
site plan application submitted to the City on February 1, 2021, calls for it to be a
major partner at this new development. Review of those plans by the City will take
approximately four to six months and will also include review by the City’s Planning
Commission. There are still many steps in the development process, and the SCL
Health Board of Directors will meet in late April to continue discussions around a new
medical campus west of I-70 at 40th Avenue in the Clear Creek Crossing
Development.
In addition, the City and SCL Health will kick off a master planning process for the
existing Lutheran Medical Center campus on 38th Ave. in March of 2021. The master
plan will help to establish a long-range vision and will guide how the property can be
reused in the future. It will take about eight months to complete the master plan and
that time frame allows for extensive input from the community including virtual and inperson events, surveys, and other activities.
The City of Wheat Ridge and SCL Health are committed to partnering with the
community to ensure all voices are heard and that all appropriate planning steps are
observed as the process continues. Project updates, and engagement opportunities
will be announced in this enewsletter, on City social media platforms, and on the City
website in the coming months.
Read more about the new SCL Health medical campus at Clear Creek Crossing
Read more about Lutheran's Master Planning process

What's Up with Wadsworth
Improvements?
The Wadsworth Improvement project—
one of four projects funded by the 2016
2E Ballot initiative—is expected to break
ground this summer. With a total cost of
around $60 million, this project will truly
transform Wadsworth from 35th Avenue
to I-70 into a multimodal roadway that enhances traffic operations, improves
driveway safety, and supports the vision of a livable, walkable mixed-use corridor.
Work to acquire right-of-way along the corridor began last year and is nearly
complete. The City will formally invite contractors to bid on the project this spring. The
first phase of construction will focus on improvements from 41st Avenue north to I-70.
Depending on the value of the winning bid, some improvements south of 41st
Avenue may begin sooner than expected. More information will be shared regarding
the construction schedule once a contractor is selected. Read more

Wheat Ridge Snow Ordinance
March may be our snowyest month yet. Wheat Ridge
residents and business owners are reminded to break
out the snow shovels and snowblowers to clear
sidewalks.
Wheat Ridge Ordinance 1611 which was passed in
2016, requires that residents, tenants, and property
owners shovel sidewalks within 24 hours when more
than two inches of snow has fallen. Thankfully due to
living in a state with more than 360 days of sunshine
snow doesn't always last that long so we don't have to
shovel often.
Please be kind to neighbors and clear the sidewalks so everyone who needs to get to
work or the store can do so safely. Those with a strong back and a warm heart,
please consider shoveling a neighbor's walkway as well. Learn more

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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