Mayor's Matters February 2021

Greetings from Mayor Bud Starker
Mayor’s Matters is your connection to learn about the great
things happening in the City of Wheat Ridge. Share this
newsletter with any friends or family who may wish to know
more about our City.
February is Heart Health Month. Join my wife Mary and I to
learn how we can all improve our heart health. Take care of you
and those you love! CDCHeartHealth

Coffee with the Mayor
Our next Virtual Coffee with the Mayor is Sat., Feb 13, from 9-10 a.m. We will meet
virtually to share a cup of coffee from the safety of our homes. Please check the City
website for information about calling in or using our video conferencing option. I hope
you can join me.

COVID-19 Updates from Jeffco Public Health
It's a relief to see the number of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations decreasing
these past few weeks; however, the virus is not under control yet and we need to
continue to be vigilant. We must continue to do what we can by wearing masks,
washing our hands and practicing social distancing to protect ourselves and our
loved ones. We are also happy to see restrictions on our businesses reduced a bit
with the Governor's call for our county to go to Level Orange and the State's Five
Star Certification program. The state has also extended the grant program for
businesses until Feb. 8, 2021, so look for more information on the City website and
those of Jefferson County and Jefferson County Public Health. More info
For more, www.jeffco.us/coronavirus and follow social media on Twitter @JeffcoPH,
Instagram @JeffcoPH and Facebook @jeffcopublichealth.
For general questions about COVID-19, call CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877462-2911, or email COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English and Spanish.

Special Event Calendar Changes and Cancellations
Upcoming Events and Meetings Subject to change. Check the City calendar.
February is Heart Health Month
Virtual City Council Study Session Feb. 1, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Urban Renewal Authority Meeting Feb. 2, 6 p.m.
Virtual District III Meeting Feb. 6, 9:30 a.m.
Virtual City Council Meeting Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Virtual Liquor Board Meeting Feb. 11, 9 a.m.
Virtual Coffee with the Mayor Feb. 13, 9 a.m.
President's Day Holiday Feb. 15 City Hall Closed
President's Day Holiday Rec. Ctr. Open 5 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Virtual City Council Study Session Meeting Feb. 15 Canceled
Virtual Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Planning Commission Meeting Feb. 18, Canceled
Virtual Cultural Commission Meeting Feb. 18, 6 p.m.
Virtual City Council Meeting Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Virtual Housing Authority Board Meeting Feb. 23 Canceled
Virtual Liquor Board Authority Meeting, Feb. 25, 9 a.m.

City Facilities-Please watch for updates on the City website
City Hall - Open by appointment only with strict guidelines
WR Recreation Center Pools-Temporarily closed
WR Recreation Center - Regular hours by reservation only
WRPD Records - Open by appointment only
Municipal Court - Check website for updates
Active Adult Center - Closed due to COVID
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, no sports or event
rentals
Park and Facility Rentals - Not accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center, Richards-Hart Estate, or park pavilions
Wheat Ridge Virtual Recreation Center RootedinFun.com

WRPD Selects Sgt. Pickett as New Commander
The Wheat Ridge Police Department (WRPD) has selected
Detective Sergeant Jon Pickett as the new Commander for
the department’s Patrol Operations Division.
“Sergeant Pickett was selected as our new Patrol
Commander due in large part to his distinguished career
with the department,” stated Chief Chris Murtha. “He not
only has experience serving Wheat Ridge in a variety of
roles, he also brings his ability to mentor and lead others to
his new position as one of our two commanders in Patrol. In
addition to his strong belief in relationship-based policing,
during his tenure with WRPD, Sergeant Pickett has exhibited the knowledge and skills
necessary to lead our dedicated team of patrol officers."
Pickett joined WRPD after graduating from the Lakewood Police Academy in 1991.
He has received the department’s prestigious Medal of Valor award, three Medals of
Commendation, and the Medal of Achievement. He also received the Wheat Ridge
Optimist Club’s Community Safety Award. Pickett has served as a field training
officer, for two years as an auto theft detective, as a detective for eight years with the
West Metro Drug Task Force, and as a detective on the Crimes Against Persons
Team. Pickett also worked as a supervisor for Patrol, first as a Corporal then as a
Sergeant overseeing the Crash and Traffic Team and Crimes Against Persons Team.
He was also a member of West Metro SWAT for 25 years.

Active Adult Center Shares Love
with Community Seniors
Sweetheart staff at the Active Adult Center
(AAC) will greet seniors 50+ and pass out
goodies as they drive through the parking lot
at 6363 W. 35th beginning at 1 p.m. on
Thurs., Feb. 18.
Registration is required and space is limited.
Want to spread some love to seniors in care facilities who have been isolated since
the beginning of the pandemic? Write some encouraging words in a few Valentines
and bring them to the event or drop them off in the Valentine collection box at the
AAC beginning February 1. A staff member will distribute them to seniors at
MorningStar Assisted Living & Memory Care of Wheat Ridge, and Highlands West
Community.
Space is limited. Register for a time at http://bit.ly/WRLoveBugDriveThru or call 303205-7500 or 303-231-1300
Event is sponsored by @Rocky Mountain Providers and @Stork-Bullock Family
Mortuary

Eat-Shop-Support WR
Businesses
As Jefferson County remains under
restrictions due to COVID, the pressure
continues for our local businesses, and in
particular, restaurants with limited indoor
dining.
Please choose local to shop, make a
reservation for lunch or dinner, schedule
take out or delivery, and purchase gift certificates. Wheat Ridge businesses need our
support to survive.
Check out featured businesses on Wheat Ridge Social Media and give them a hand.
Go to Biz-Ridge and Eat Ridge for more local businesses and information.
*City of Wheat Ridge will guarantee up to $100 per household for gift cards purchased from any
licensed Wheat Ridge business that ceases operations before June 1, 2021

Let's Talk Wheat Ridge
Live in East Wheat Ridge or Bel Aire? The City’s Let’s Talk Resident Engagement
Program wants to hear from neighbors! Participate in upcoming meetings and weigh
in on potential action items and provide feedback to help shape a neighborhoodspecific action plan to take to City Council later this year.
Upcoming virtual meetings:
Let’s Talk Bel Aire Virtual Meetings
Tues., Feb. 2, 2021: 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Register for the meeting and take the survey here
Let’s Talk East Wheat Ridge Virtual Meetings
Thurs., Feb. 4, 2021: 4:30 – 6 p.m.
Register for the meeting and take the survey here
Not a resident of the East Wheat Ridge or Bel Aire neighborhood and want to stay
informed? Register at whatsupwheatridge.com or email letstalk@ci.wheatridge.co.us.

Denver Water Construction
Update
Today Denver Water’s contractor, Garney
Construction, will mobilize near W. 32nd
Avenue and Ward Road to begin the third
and final phase of the Northwater Pipeline
Project. The project involves installing a
66-inch diameter pipeline, replacing one of
the two existing pipelines running between
Ralston Reservoir and the Moffat
Treatment Plant. The pipeline is part of the
new Northwater Treatment Plant Denver Water is building near Ralston Reservoir to
help maintain reliable, safe drinking water for its customers.
During the summer of 2020, an 84-inch casing pipe was installed under the roadway
at W. 32nd Avenue and Ward Road. Over the next few weeks, crews will thread the
new pipe through the casing and will then work in a linear fashion toward Moffat
Treatment Plant. The work zone is out of the roadway and activities should not
impact traffic in the area.
Upcoming public impacts:
Road Closure: Vivian Street between W. 32nd Avenue and W. 29th Place; Feb. 2021March 2021.
Road/Lane Closures: Mountain Shadows Drive at W. 30th Place and between W.
30th Place and Union Street; March 2021-June 2021.
To learn more about the project, visit bit.ly/38xuSRF or email
NorthSystemRenewal@denverwater.org.

Park It! In Wheat Ridge For 2021
It was so exciting to see people participating in last
month's “Park It Wheat Ridge” by visiting the city's more
than 20 beautiful parks. There were 285 entries and 10
people who visited every park. The winner of the prize
drawing of those who visited every park was Liz Daigle.
Congrats!
Thanks to all who participated but don't stop now. There
are still parks to visit and time to spend outdoors in this
beautiful city! Get out there Wheat Ridge!

City Offers Recycling for Christmas
Trees
Holiday lights and trees are a festive way to
brighten December's shorter days and colder
nights. For those who celebrated with a real tree
this year, the City is providing tree recycling
services until mid-February. Make sure and remove
all ornamentation, tree stands, twine, lights, and
garland. Yard waste and other debris will not be
accepted.

Drop-off sites are open daily from sunrise until sunset for Wheat Ridge residents at
the following park locations:
Prospect Park - 11300 W. 44th Ave.
Panorama Park - 3400 Fenton St.
For more information, contact the WR Parks, Forestry and Open Space office at 303205-7556.

Jefferson County Extends Deadline for Small Business Grants
Governor Jared Polis signed into law Senate Bill 20B-001 on Monday, December 7, 2020.
The application deadline for these State Small Business Relief Grants has been extended.
The bill provides $57 million in direct aid, grants, and annual fee waivers to struggling small
businesses and also creates grant programs and allocates funds specifically for art and
cultural organizations as well as minority-owned businesses.
Applications will now be accepted until 6 p.m. on Mon., Feb. 8, 2021. Learn more
https://www.jeffco.us/4223/State-Small-Business-Grant

Sustainable Wheat Ridge
The City of Wheat Ridge is looking for more
neighborhoods to join the Sustainable
Neighborhoods program! Sustainable
Neighborhoods offers support to neighbors that want
to build a vibrant and resilient community through
resident-led sustainability projects. Applications are
open now and a virtual Open House will be hosted
on Thurs., Feb. 18 for those who want to learn more
about the program. Deadline to apply is March 22,
2021.
Interested in composting? Sign up for the Scraps compost program and get 24/7
access to new compost drop-off bins at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center and at
Wheat Ridge City Hall. Limit each drop-off to just one three gallon bag; the average
household produces about three gallons of compostables each week, not including
yard debris. All compostables must be in a compostable bag. The drop-off program
costs $15/month per member with a one-time $20 startup fee. To join
For questions regarding the Wheat Ridge Scraps or the Sustainable Neighborhoods
program, email sustainability@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Wheat Ridge Snow Ordinance
February is known for increased precipitation. Wheat
Ridge residents and business owners are reminded to
break out the snow shovels and snowblowers to clear
sidewalks.
Wheat Ridge Ordinance 1611 which was passed in
2016, requires that residents, tenants, and property
owners shovel sidewalks within 24 hours when more
than two inches of snow has fallen. Thankfully due to
living in a state with more than 360 days of sunshine, it
isn't often the snow lasts that long.
Please be kind to neighbors and clear the sidewalks so everyone who needs to get to
work or the store can do so safely. Those with a strong back and a warm heart,
please consider shoveling a neighbor's walkway as well. Learn more

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Sha r e this e m a il:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.
7500 W. 29th Ave
Wheat Ridge, CO | 80033 US
This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

