Mayor's Matters January 2021

Greetings from Mayor Bud Starker
Mayor’s Matters is your connection to learn about the great things happening in the
City of Wheat Ridge. Share this newsletter with any friends or family who may wish to
know more about our City.

Coffee with the Mayor
Our next Virtual Coffee with the Mayor is Sat., Jan. 9, from 9-10 a.m. We will meet
virtually to share a cup of coffee from the safety of our homes. Please check the City
website for information about calling in or using our video conferencing option. I hope
you can join me.

COVID-19 Updates from Jeffco Public Health
While the number of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations have been decreasing, the
number of deaths from the pandemic are continuing to rise. We also won't see the
impact of the holidays on the spread of the virus until this edition of the newsletter
goes to press. As together we hope to gain ground in controlling the virus with the
distribution of the vaccine, we must all continue to be vigilant. I share your weariness
of the restrictions on our lives and our livelihoods but we must continue to wear
masks, wash our hands and practice social distancing to protect ourselves and our
loved ones until this devastating virus is under control. More info on Level Red
requirements for Jefferson County:
Personal gatherings with people outside of the household are prohibited.
Indoor dining at restaurants is prohibited; use takeout, curbside or delivery
options instead. Outdoor dining is permitted with those in the household.
Last call for on-premise alcohol consumption in restaurants is 8 p.m. (Bars are
closed).
Gyms are limited to 10% capacity, or 10 people indoors per room, or outdoors
in groups less than 10. Reservations are required.
Indoor events are closed.
Outdoor events are permitted at 25% capacity, not to exceed 75 people,
attendance is limited to members of the household, and a six-foot distance
from non-household members must be maintained at all times.
Both critical and non-critical retail are limited to 50% capacity and should
increase curbside pick-up and delivery services.
People at higher risk for getting COVID-19 or experiencing severe illness must
stay at home.
For more www.jeffco.us/coronavirus and follow social media on Twitter
@JeffcoPH, Instagram @JeffcoPH and Facebook @jeffcopublichealth.
For general questions about COVID-19, call CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877462-2911, or email COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English and Spanish.

Special Event Calendar Changes and Cancellations
Upcoming Events and Meetings Subject to change. Check the City calendar.
New Year's Holiday Dec. 31/Jan. 1 WR Rec Ctr, City Hall, Active Adult Ctr
Closed
Virtual City Council Study Session Jan. 4, 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Renewal Wheat Ridge Meeting, Jan. 5, 6 p.m.
Virtual Planning Commission Meeting Jan. 7, Canceled
Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, Jan. 9
Coffee with the Mayor Jan. 9, 9 a.m.
Virtual City Council Meeting Jan. 11, 7 p.m.
Virtual Active Adult Center Advisory Committee Meeting Jan. 11, TBD
Virtual Cultural Commission Meeting Jan. 13, 6 p.m.
Virtual Liquor Board Authority Meeting, Jan. 14, 9 a.m.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Jan. 18 City Hall Closed
Virtual Planning Commission Jan. 21, 7 p.m.
Virtual City Council Meeting Jan. 25, 7 p.m.
Virtual Liquor Board Authority Meeting Jan. 28, 9 a.m.
Virtual Board of Adjustment Meeting Jan. 28, pending

City Facilities-Please watch for updates on the City website
City Hall - Open by appointment only with strict guidelines
WRPD Records - Open by appointment only
Municipal Court - Check website for updates
WR Recreation Center - Regular hours by reservation only
Active Adult Center - Closed due to recent surge in COVID cases
Anderson Building - Open for registered activities, no sports or event
rentals
Park and Facility Rentals - Not accepting rentals for the Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center, Richards-Hart Estate, or park pavilions
Wheat Ridge Virtual Recreation Center RootedinFun.com

Eat-Shop-Support WR
Businesses
As Jefferson County remains under Red
Level restrictions due to COVID, the
pressure continues for our local business,
and in particular, restaurants that are
closed to indoor dining.
Please choose local to shop, schedule
take out or delivery, and purchase gift
certificates. Wheat Ridge businesses need our support to survive.
Check out featured businesses on Wheat Ridge Social Media and give them a hand.
Go to Biz-Ridge and Eat Ridge for more local businesses and information.
*City of Wheat Ridge will guarantee up to $100 per household for gift cards purchased from any
licensed Wheat Ridge business that ceases operations before June 1, 2021

Operation Blue Santa 2020
The Wheat Ridge Optimist Club and
the Wheat Ridge Police Department
(WRPD) made changes to this year's
Operation Blue Santa due to the
pandemic. Thanks to generous
donors, Wheat Ridge families were
provided with gift cards for food,
clothing and Optimist Club members
used donations to shop for toys and
then wrapped them at home.
Optimist Club volunteers and WRPD
officers delivered to area families on Dec. 19 wearing masks and meeting families
outside their homes to keep everyone safe from COVID. (photo left to right: Officers
Cuney and Malloy, Optimist volunteers Ashley Sakker and her son, Officer McCallum,
and Chief Murtha)
Many, many thanks to all those who donated, and to all the volunteers of the Wheat
Ridge Optimist Club, who along with Wheat Ridge PD, once again helped our Wheat
Ridge families have a very happy Christmas.
(photos below: Grammy's Goodies cookies for the Santa Drive thru; JJ Pooley , Linda
McDonald, and BJ Burleigh from the Optimist Club wrapping gifts at home; Optimist
Volunteer Ashley Sakker, her son, and Officer McCallum delivering gifts to a local
family)

Santa Drive Through Event at Anderson Park
Santa made an appearance at Anderson Park on Sat. Dec. 19 thanks to Localworks,
the City of Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation, WRPD, and Arvada Fire Protection
District. We had two antique fire trucks, Santa's Sleigh, a fire engine, and an
ambulance add to the fun. Free cookies from Grammy's Goodies, packets of cocoa,
a $10 coupon to local business courtesy of the City, and a holiday light display map
were distributed to all the families who drove through. Arvada Fire also brought toys
for Santa to give to each child who came by. Thanks to Santa's elves: Localworks
Kate Cooke, Jenny Snell, and Carolyn Duran; P & R staff Beth June; WRPD Officer
Malloy, CSOs Morgan and Haines, WRPD Cadets, and PIO Sara Spaulding; and
Captain Varra with Arvada Firefighters, and Mollie the fire dog pictured next to
Graham.

Park It! In Wheat Ridge For 2021
Many would agree that 2021 can’t get here fast
enough. While for some, the New Year is a time to
focus on making resolutions to increase physical
health, quit smoking, lose weight, or exercise
more, Wheat Ridge suggests another alternative.
This year join friends and family and “Park It
Wheat Ridge!” Did you know Wheat Ridge is home
to more than 20 beautiful parks? The Mayor is
challenging everyone to get out and visit each and
every one of them in 2021. Every park is unique
and there is the added benefit of being outside in the fresh air enjoying nature while
remaining close to home. There is also a prize drawing park visitors can enter online
now until Jan. 31, 2021. The more entries, the more chances to win. Each visit to a
park can be entered for the prize drawing. Complete prize entries at
Rootedinfun.com and remember to include a fun picture enjoying a park.
Check out the January edition of the Neighborhood Gazette for a complete map of all
20 parks or go online (Note: on the website the skate park is also listed as Discovery
Park, the dog park is Fruitdale Park, and Town Center Park is closed.)

Wheat Ridge Receives Grant for 38th Ave Improvements
Wheat Ridge has been awarded a $50,000 grant from the Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) Revitalizing Main Street program for improvements on 38th
Avenue at The Ridge on 38.
The competitive grant funds will be used to purchase two new Bison Pop-Up Cafes,
similar to those already in place in front of Right Coast Pizza and Audacity Lounge.
The remaining funds will be utilized to purchase additional bike racks along the
corridor encouraging visitors to use alternative forms of transportation to shop and
eat in the heart of Wheat Ridge. Those restaurants and retail operators whose
business can accommodate a café or bike rack will be asked about hosting one or
both of the improvements. If there are more businesses interested than there are
cafes and racks, an application will be created to help with the selection process.
CDOT's Revitalizing Main Streets program is an initiative designed to promote public
health and the economy during the COVID-19 crisis and has awarded grants to 14
entities around the state.

City Offers Recycling for Christmas
Trees
Holiday lights and trees are a festive way to
brighten December's shorter days and colder
nights. For those who celebrated with a real tree
this year, the City is providing tree recycling
services until mid-February. Make sure and remove
all ornamentation, tree stands, twine, lights, and
garland. Yard waste and other debris will not be
accepted.

Drop-off sites are open daily from sunrise until sunset for Wheat Ridge residents at
the following park locations:
Prospect Park - 11300 W. 44th Ave.
Panorama Park - 3400 Fenton St.
For more information, contact the WR Parks, Forestry and Open Space office at 303205-7556.

City Receives Grant to Address Ash
Borer
The City of Wheat Ridge has been awarded a grant
from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) in
partnership with the Colorado Youth Corps
Association (CYCA) to address the spread of the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). The grant of $41,800 will
fund work by the Mile High Youth Corps (MHYC)
over a four-week period to address the spread and
infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer in the
community. EAB has been identified in neighboring
Arvada and is likely in Wheat Ridge as well.
Currently, Wheat Ridge has 699 ash trees on City
property.
The ash trees in Wheat Ridge are located in parks and open spaces, along trails and
right-of-way (ROW) areas. The City owns and manages 300 acres of open space, 21
developed parks, seven miles of trails, and ROW areas along and in-between citymanaged roadways. Prior to the Youth Corps arriving onsite, the City will have all ash
trees mapped out so the Corps can efficiently move from tree to tree to check for
EAB and begin mitigation efforts. The City uses the TreeKeeper software program to
track all trees on city property.

Sustainable Wheat Ridge
The City of Wheat Ridge is looking for more
neighborhoods to join the Sustainable
Neighborhoods program! Sustainable
Neighborhoods offers support to neighbors that want
to build a vibrant and resilient community through
resident-led sustainability projects. Applications open
on Mon., Jan. 18, 2021, and a virtual Open House
will be hosted on Thurs., Feb. 18 for those who want
to learning more about the program. Deadline to
apply is March 22, 2021.
Interested in composting? Sign up for the Scraps compost program and get 24/7
access to new compost drop-off bins at the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center and at
Wheat Ridge City Hall. Limit each drop-off to just one three gallon bag; the average
household produces about three gallons of compostables each week, not including
yard debris. All compostables must be in a compostable bag. The drop-off program
costs $15/month per member with a one-time $20 startup fee. To join
For questions regarding the Wheat Ridge Scraps or the Sustainable Neighborhoods
program, email sustainableWR@ci.wheatridge.co.us

Wheat Ridge Snow Ordinance
In January winter weather hits the front range in
earnest. Wheat Ridge residents and business owners
are reminded to break out the snow shovels and
snowblowers to clear sidewalks.
Wheat Ridge Ordinance 1611 which was passed in
2016, requires that residents, tenants, and property
owners shovel sidewalks within 24 hours when more
than two inches of snow has fallen. Thankfully due to
living in a state with more than 360 days of sunshine, it
isn't often the snow lasts that long.
Please be kind to neighbors and clear the sidewalks so everyone who needs to get to
work or the store can do so safely. Those with a strong back and a warm heart,
please consider shoveling a neighbor's walkway as well. Learn more

For more information about the Mayor’s Matters e-newsletter, please contact Sara Spaulding, Public Information
Officer at sspaulding@ci.wheatridge.co.us
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