WHEAT RIDGE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

ANNUAL REPORT
WHEAT RIDGE POLICE CHIEF
DAN BRENNAN

2018

VISION
Exceptional People Providing Exceptional Service

MISSION

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Wheat Ridge Police Department is committed to providing the highest standards of
service in partnership with the community.

Crime in Wheat Ridge
Letter From the Chief
Patrol Division
Support Services Division
Public Information
Awards
Community Involvement

CORE VALUES
We will maintain Integrity in all our actions. We will treat citizens and co-workers with
Respect. We will demonstrate the Courage to do what is right. We will Persevere in the
face of adversity. We will take the Initiative to serve and protect.
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ABOUT WHEAT RIDGE
Wheat Ridge is a Home Rule Municipality located
in Jefferson County, Colorado.
Wheat Ridge is a thriving community just west of
Denver, measuring 9.5 sq. miles. New
development is currently underway at Clear
Creek Crossing, West End at 38, Applewood
Shopping Center and Base Camp at the new
commuter rail line station.
The City had a population of 31,372 as of the
2016 Census and the median household income
is $49,340.
Population by age:
23.2% under 18
58.2% are 18-64
18.6% are 65+ years
ci.wheatridge.co.us
7500 W. 29th Ave., Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
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CRIME IN WHEAT RIDGE

LETTER FROM THE CHIEF

These charts provide detailed information about the number and types of calls for service by the Wheat
Ridge Police Department in 2018, as well as the types of crimes and their incidence in the City of Wheat
Ridge.

to provide the most efficient level of service in a
centralized location to residents and
emergency services personnel of Jefferson
County. The participating agencies include the
Arvada Fire Protection District, Arvada Police
Department, Evergreen Fire Protection District,
Golden Police and Fire Department, Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Office, Lakewood Police
Department, West Metro Fire Protection District,
and the Wheat Ridge Police Department.

Part I Crimes Include:
• Homicide
• Sex assault
• Forcible sex assault
• Robbery
• Aggravated assault
• Simple assault
• Arson
• Burglary
• Theft
• Fraud/forgery
• Motor vehicle theft

Chief of Police
Daniel Brennan

Part II Crimes Include:
• First degree criminal trespass
• Crimes against children
• Theft of motor vehicle parts
• Vandalism (criminal mischief)
• Weapons violations
• Prostitution
• Drug-related violations
• Domestic violence
• Domestic disturbance
• Disorderly conduct
• Runaways
• Curfew violations
• Alcohol violations and DUI
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Last year was a time of significant change for the
Wheat Ridge Police Department and our
community. The department joined with seven
other agencies to create Jeffcom 911, a
consolidated communications center covering
Jefferson County and surrounding fire
protection districts. WRPD also implemented
Niche, a Records Management System joining a
consortium including five other law enforcement
agencies. These regional approaches are
designed to improve customer service and
efficiencies, provide more resources to respond
to emergent events, allow agencies to share
information more effectively, and result in cost
savings for the participating agencies. In addition
to initiating these new programs in 2018, WRPD
completed all the requirements of a federal grant
to implement a Body-Worn Camera program in
2019.

In addition to consolidating our communications
at Jeffcom 911, we also embarked on a new
regional records management system called
Niche with the Arvada, Lakewood, Golden,
Edgewater, and Mountain View Police
Departments. This regional consortium allows
each agency the opportunity to purchase a
top-tier records management system that utilizes
cutting-edge technology, as well as the ability to
share crime information more effectively between
agencies.
Also this last year, the department completed all
the requirements to receive federal funding to
purchase body-worn cameras for our patrol
officers. The department plans to roll out the
program in early 2019 equipping all patrol officers
and Community Services Officers with cameras.
As we continue to focus our work on the
department’s Vision statement “Exceptional
People Providing Exceptional Service” I believe
each of these initiatives will improve
communication between police, fire and EMS
agencies in Jefferson County; increase
efficiencies within our department; and provide
the Wheat Ridge Police Department with
technology we can use to increase the safety and
protection of our community and officers.

The decision to transition to a consolidated
communications center was based on best
practices within the emergency services industry
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PATROL OPERATIONS DIVISION

COMMUNITY SERVICES TEAM
The Wheat Ridge Community Services Team is comprised of a select group of non-sworn
Community Services Officers (CSOs) who provide enforcement, investigation, and proactive
education of the Code of Laws pertaining to nuisance codes, animal concerns, and parks/greenbelt
regulations.

Patrol Division Special Teams
Community Services Team
Crime Prevention Team
West Metro SWAT

Code Enforcement remains a critical component for the successful promotion and management of
the Traffic safety, Life-quality and Crime reduction (TLC) Program within the City. In 2018, CSOs
responded to 1,012 code calls for service, issued 653 written warning notices, and attended nine
administrative hearings as part of the nuisance abatement legal process.

Division Chief
Jim Lorentz
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The Patrol Operations Division is directed by a
Division Chief and managed by two Commanders
and nine sergeants. The division is comprised
of the uniformed men and women that patrol the
City’s neighborhoods, respond to emergencies,
engage in community policing projects, and support various community involvement programs.
The Patrol Division includes sworn officers who
patrol the City of Wheat Ridge and are assigned
to three shifts covering a 24 hour period, seven
days a week. The total number of Calls for Service in 2018 was 36,953. This includes all calls
with a WRPD unit responding whether Patrol Officers, School Resource Officers, or Community
Service Officers covering crash and traffic issues,
reports of domestic violence and child abuse,
robbery and attempted robbery as well as other
crimes. Calls for Service may also include calls
for assistance from the West Metro SWAT Team
and other local agencies like Arvada Fire, W.
Metro Fire, and the Lakewood and Arvada Police
Departments.

Animal Control and Management includes pet licensing verification, wildlife monitoring, response
to welfare concerns such as barking nuisances, animal cruelty, or aggressive dogs as well as positive
outreach and education for responsible pet handling of all animals within the community. In 2018, the
CSO Team responded to 1,336 animal-involved calls for service, issued more than 200 warnings, and
recorded 90 summonses for critical violations or non-compliance with animal laws.
Parks Enforcement and Greenbelt Patrolling
enables the CSO Team to meet and interact
daily with many park users and guests of Wheat
Ridge. With more than 20 municipal parks,
including the Clear Creek Greenbelt, there are
many opportunities for the community to enjoy
the out of doors. The CSOs and seasonal Park
Rangers strive to provide positive customer
service while educating users about the rules and
restrictions. In 2018, CSOs initiated more than
302 park calls while issuing 48 warnings.
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CRIME PREVENTION TEAM

West Metro SWAT

Crime Prevention officers work to promote positive police-community relationships, to identify crime
risks, to educate residents and businesses on how to reduce crime risk, and to establish and work
with neighborhood crime watch groups. This unit is also responsible for safety at local schools
with School Resource Officers who offer support to teachers, students and parents.

Coffee with a Cop

Coffee with a Cop
events cultivate community relationships
over a cup of coffee.
The Crime
Prevention Team
conducted four Coffee
with a Cop events in
2018. They also held
three more
simultaneously on
National Coffee with a
Cop Day.

Scam/Fraud
Education

The WRPD Crime
Prevention Team made
more than 10
presentations to
Neighborhood Watch
organizations, local
retirement facilities
and other community
groups warning about
popular scams made
online and by
telephone.
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Summer Fest &
Child Safety Fair

The WRPD Crime
Prevention Team
partnered with Healing
Waters for the Summer
Fest & Child Safety Fair
that included a bike
rodeo, vehicles and
personnel from EMS,
fire and law
enforcement as well as
fun and games for the
entire family.

Crime Prevention
through
Environmental
Design (CPTED)

This program provides
residents and
businesses an onsite
crime prevention
evaluation and analysis
of their property.

Dog Walker Watch
Program

Volunteer Police
Academy

Those walking their
dogs on a daily basis
are taught to clearly
identify and report suspicious behavior and
activity to police. Dogs
receive a certificate
and a yellow scarf as
designation of being a
WRPD Honorary K-9 .

Graduates of the
WRPD Volunteer
Academy gain skills
to support the WRPD
at special events and
community activities.
The 2018 class got to
visit CBS 4 and learn
how the media plays
a vital role in sharing
information with the
community.

Colorado Life Trak

Neighborhood
Watch

Sometimes loved ones
with memory loss or
Autism wander, which
puts them at risk of
injury or even death.
Colorado Life Trak
uses a radio transmitter
worn on a tamper-proof
wristband. Officers use
a radio receiver to
locate the signal from
the wristband.

Neighborhood Watch
is a group of residents
who have organized
themselves with the
goal of taking an active
role in keeping their
neighborhood safe and
crime-free. As of 2018,
there were 26 active
Neighborhood Watch
groups in Wheat Ridge.

The West Metro Special Weapons and Tactics
Team (SWAT) was created to provide the cities of
Lakewood and Wheat Ridge with personnel who
are specially trained and equipped to manage
unique occurrences outside the scope of normal
operations. Those situations include hostage
situations, barricaded subjects, sniper operations,
high-risk warrant service and apprehensions,
high-risk security operations, terrorism response,
special assignments, and other incidents that
exceed the capability of local first responders
and/ or investigative units.
SWAT includes two commanders, five tactical
sergeants, 27 tactical operators, one tactical
medic, three K-9 handlers, one negotiator
sergeant, and 13 negotiators. Combined,
tactical operators completed 5,742 hours of
training in 2018 including barricaded subjects,
hostage rescue, covert movement, vehicle
assaults, room clearances with a K-9, open air
movement, firearms, working in a chemical
environment, less lethal options, explosive entries,
and Tactical Combat Casualty Care.
The West Metro SWAT was challenged with a
variety of high-risk calls for service in 2018
including two calls that required a joint operation
with the Jefferson County Regional SWAT.

In 2018, the West Metro
SWAT responded to 12
full team call-outs and
10 partial team call-outs.
2018 Training

Tactical operators completed
5,742 hours of training

SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION
Support Services Division
Investigations Bureau
Records Team

INVESTIGATIONS BUREAU
Sex Offender Registrations
In 2018, 252 individuals registered as sex
offenders living in the City of Wheat Ridge (a
decrease of 10% from 2017), while 52 individuals
deregistered with the City. Of those who
registered, 108 were annual registrations, 88
were quarterly registrations, and 56 were new
registrations.

Training / Accreditation
Emergency Management
Crime Analysis

Total Investigations 2018
1,926
Special Investigations Unit
The Special Investigations Unit (SIU) is comprised of detectives who are assigned to various
work assignments or task force operations that,
by their nature, are focused on a particularly
specialized area of investigations work. The
Wheat Ridge Police Department has detectives
assigned to the CATPA - Metro Auto Theft Task
Force (C-MATT), the West Metro Drug Task
Force, and the Vice/Intelligence Unit.
The SIU investigated many incidents in 2018
including criminal activity involving gangs, guns,
liquor law violations, marijuana, organized crime,
human trafficking, various sex crimes, drug
possession and distribution, and auto theft
including pattern auto theft incidents.

Property and Evidence

The SIU investigated a total of 276 cases in
2018, including 123 drug-related cases and 91
motor vehicle theft cases. Intelligence and crime
information is also collected by this team and
enhances coordination between the WRPD and
other local, state, and federal law enforcement
agencies.

Division Chief
Dave Pickett

The Support Services Division, led by a Division
Chief, a Commander, two sergeants and a civilian
supervisor, provides investigative and administrative support to the department and the Patrol Operations Division. The division includes the Investigations Bureau, the Records Team, the Training
and Accreditation Unit, Emergency Management,
Crime Analysis, and Property and Evidence.

Property and Evidence
Property and Evidence Technicians are
responsible for receiving, logging, storing, and
for the disposition of all evidence and property
in the Wheat Ridge Police Department, as well as
maintaining accurate files and tracking the chain
of custody for all items.

On one occasion, SIU detectives conducted
surveillance on a residence in Wheat Ridge
where marijuana was potentially being distributed
unlawfully. Using a number of different
investigative techniques, detectives linked the
residence to a second residence in Jefferson
County, and ultimately executed search warrants
locating 170 marijuana plants and 30 pounds of
finished marijuana product. The suspect, Ryan
Leblanc pled guilty to the related charges and is
currently awaiting sentencing.
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MAJOR CASE INVESTIGATIONS
On Sunday, July 29, 2018 at approx. 2:30 p.m.,
Wheat Ridge Police responded to a call about a
suspected homicide in the 8700 block of W. 46th
Ave. An adult female was found in the
residence and declared dead at the scene.
Wheat Ridge Police arrested Joshua Kamuela
Akuila Kane, DOB; 12-3-86 who was also living in
the residence.
After investigation, he was charged with First Degree Murder and two counts of Crime of Violence
by the First Judicial District Attorney Pete Weir
in the death of his roommate, 23-year-old Nicole
Lindsey. He is awaiting trial scheduled for 2019.

Theft / Assault
A female identified as Tiffany Munoz was attempting to shoplift items from Big Lots. As she was
rushing out of the store with a cart full of merchandise, Munoz hit and injured an 87-year-old woman.
The victim was hit from behind with the cart Munoz was pushing. The victim fell face first onto the
sidewalk and suffered serious injuries including a broken ankle and several broken teeth. Munoz was
ultimately identified as the suspect, and investigators learned that Munoz was also believed to be
connected to a homicide that occurred in a northern metro suburb. WRPD investigators applied for an
arrest warrant and, working with investigators from another jurisdiction, facilitated the arrest of Munoz
for the criminal activity that took place in Wheat Ridge. They also arranged for the other
jurisdiction to take custody of Munoz as it related to their homicide investigation. Munoz was
sentenced to three years in the Department of Corrections for the Wheat Ridge assault.

On July 3, 2018, a young girl was reported missing. She was reportedly taken by her non-custodial mother. WRPD put out notices on social
media about the missing girl and local media also
carried the story. She was located four days later
when she came into the Wheat Ridge Police Department with her grandmother who has guardianship of the child.
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RECORDS TEAM
The Wheat Ridge Police Records Team is made up of a Supervisor, a Lead Police Records
Technician and six additional Technicians. They cover the needs of the department for approximately
14 hours a day and assist the public Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. The Records
Technicians perform several duties each day, from assisting residents with dog licensing to taking
accident reports. They are also the main point of contact for police reports, records and documents
related to the cases created by the Wheat Ridge Police Department (WRPD) each year.
There were several major changes to the duties of the Records Team during 2018. With the relocation
of the Communications Center to Jeffcom911, Records Technicians took over confirming and clearing
all warrants for the department as well as other tasks during business hours. In June of 2018, WRPD
went live with a new Records Management System known as Niche. The Records Team was
responsible for constructing several new procedures to accommodate the differences between the old
and new systems, and did an excellent job helping members of the department stay up-to-date on the
changes.
Records team members engaged in multiple community-focused activities in 2018 including
participating in the Law Enforcement Lip-sync Challenge video on Facebook, initiating a Hidden Rock
game for Wheat Ridge residents, and contributing volunteer hours to various organizations like the
Feed the Future Backpack Program.

Niche
In June 2018, the Wheat Ridge Police
Department transitioned to a new digital
police records system, called Niche. This
advanced system was developed specifically for
use by law enforcement and will increase
efficiency when filing and reviewing police
reports. Six police departments in the Jefferson
County area are currently using or are in the
process of transitioning to Niche including Wheat
Ridge, Golden, Arvada, Lakewood, Edgewater,
and Mountain View. The new system also helps
promote increased cooperation and
coordination as well as better resource sharing
between agencies during incidents and
investigations. In addition, patrol officers are
able to access the system remotely, giving them
instant access to information in the field. The
system works together with the Jeffcom911
combined regional communication center to
automatically create reports as officers respond
to various incidents, saving valuable time.
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TRAINING / ACCREDITATION

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The City of Wheat Ridge utilizes an
Emergency Management Team to organize and
manage both natural and human-caused
disasters in the community. The police
department designates a member from the
management team to serve as the City’s
Emergency Manager. This designee assists with
the planning and preparation for emergencies
and disasters using an all-hazards approach that
maintains a network of expert advisors to assist
with all emergency situations.

Training and Accreditation
Wheat Ridge Police Department is one of 822 law enforcement agencies to be nationally accredited
by the Commission on Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA). The Training and
National Accreditation Unit is staffed with one manager who is responsible for managing, coordinating
and implementing all aspects of the police department’s training and accreditation activities.
Trainings
Throughout the year, Wheat Ridge Police
Department personnel attended 210 trainings.
These trainings accounted for more than 4,000
individual training hours in 2018. On average,
sworn personnel received 61.1 training hours per
person, while non-sworn staff received 30
training hours per person. In addition, department personnel attended a 30 hours of inservice
training and 12 hours of training on Niche, the
department’s new Records Management system
TrainingTraining topics included law enforcement databases, body-worn cameras, domestic
violence cases, drug identification, leadership,
firearms and active shooter.
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Accreditation
The national accreditation of the Wheat Ridge
Police Department ensures the department’s
standard operating procedures, policies, and
actions are consistent with CALEA national
standards. The department was reaccredited in
2018 following a CALEA review and on-site visit.

The City’s Emergency Management Team
regularly meets and utilizes a joint Emergency
Operations Center located in the City of
Lakewood to prepare for and respond to
man-made and natural disasters. Using
collaborative relationships with City and
neighboring stakeholders, such as the Jefferson
County Office of Emergency Management, the
Lakewood Police Department, and the West
Metro Fire Protection District, the team collaborates to safeguard the community.
Throughout the past year, the Emergency
Management Team supported joint tabletop
exercises with local organizations, including
Lutheran Medical Center, Victim’s Outreach Inc.
(VOI), West Metro SWAT Team,

Arvada Fire Protection District, Denver Police
Department, and the Douglas County Office
Emergency Management.
An exercise was also conducted with the Rocky
Mountain Bottle Company in a mock response to
a large scale fire in the bottling plant. A Joint
Incident Command Operation staffed by the
Emergency Manager and PIO was also
activated in 2018 for the Colorado Classic
competitive bicycle event that came through
Wheat Ridge twice, both east and west bound
ending in Denver.
The goal of the Emergency Management Team is
to continually design and update the framework
necessary to reduce the City’s vulnerability to
hazards and to successfully manage both
man-made and natural disasters.

CRIME ANALYSIS

JEFFCOM 911

Crime Analysis Unit
The Crime Analysis Unit is staffed by a Crime Analyst who is responsible for gathering, analyzing, and
often presenting data for bureaus, teams, and individuals across the police department, as well as for
outside law enforcement agencies and external organizations. In 2018, requests included major case
investigations; cell phone, financial records, and surveillance analyses; timelines; accident analyses;
city-wide calls for service; calls for service resulting in use of force; heroin statistics; graffiti; patrol call
load; data and analyses regarding drugs and juveniles; mental health holds; location-specific
statistics; DUI statistics; and marijuana statistics.
Projects included data and analyses regarding
the East Wheat Ridge Project Area;
Data-Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic
Safety (DDACTS); and Traffic, Life Quality, and
Crime (TLC) Community Policing Project Areas;
as well as short-term project area locations.

Above is former WRPD Dispatch and below, the
new location of the Jeffcomm 911 Combined
Communications Center

Additionally, the Unit produced bulletins for
investigations and patrol notifications
regarding officer safety, attempts to locate or
identify individuals or vehicles, requests for
information regarding similar crimes or suspects,
and tracker deployments.
Crime Analyst Beth Daniel received the
prestigious Crucial Support in Law Enforcement
Award from the Colorado Attorney General
Cynthia H Coffman at the Ralph L. Carr Justice
Center.
Daniel gathers and analyzes the needed data for
WRPD to make resource deployment decisions
as well as track pattern crimes. Her additional
functions are to supply analyst support to
detectives investigating major crimes.
Daniel also took a leadership role in the crime
analyst community as an expert on leveraging
databases available to law enforcement and in
training WRPD personnel as well as those from
other agencies. She took the lead among the six
agencies comprising the Records Management
System Consortium and was instrumental in the
ongoing creation of a custom search tool used for
the records management system provider, Niche,
to make the system more usable to analysts.
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In the spring of 2018, WRPD joined with seven
other agencies to create Jeffcom 911, a
consolidated communications center covering
Jefferson County and surrounding fire
protection districts. Dispatchers from Wheat
Ridge and other agencies were offered the
opportunity to transition to the new center in
Lakewood, Colo.
The new consolidated communications center
offers participating agencies the benefit of incorporating best practices used by other emergency
services agencies in order to provide efficient and
effective services to Jefferson County residents
and emergency services personnel.
The new Jeffcom 911 center brings together Jefferson County law enforcement, fire agencies and
emergency medical services in a centralized
location to most effectively answer, coordinate,
and respond to emergencies. The participating
agencies include the Arvada Fire Protection
District, Arvada Police Department, Evergreen
Fire Protection District, Golden Police and Fire
Department, Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office,
Lakewood Police Department, West Metro Fire
Protection District, and the Wheat Ridge Police
Department.
Jeffcom 911 dispatchers are prepared to respond
to more than 18,000 911 calls and answer approximately 50,000 non-emergency calls per
month. Jeffcom 911 strives to provide the highest
level of service and public safety for hundreds of
thousands of residents and first responders.
WRPD Dispatcher Jessica Kunz and Manager
Chris Garramone were offered new roles as
Supervisors at the new Jeffcom 911
Communications Center. The area formerly
housing dispatch at WRPD will be redesigned for
use by other department personnel.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Social Media Analytics

Page Likes 7,646
Followers 7,786
@WheatRidgePD

Impressions 66.21K
Followers 7,494

Public Information and Outreach
The Public Information Officer (PIO) is
responsible for media relations including
on-scene interviews, press release creation and
distribution, and follow up with reporters and
producers. The PIO oversees the Digital
Communications Specialist position and works in
collaboration on content for social media
accounts and the City website. Information about
crime prevention, safety tips and upcoming
special events and community programs are
shared on the City website, Twitter, Facebook,
NextDoor, YouTube and Channel 8. Community
Forums and other special programs are often
live streamed and video is posted later for those
unable to attend in person.
Breaking news and traffic updates are most often
shared first on Twitter and picked up by
mainstream media who monitor these accounts
for updates to share with their viewers, readers or
listeners. Please check official sources first when
looking for information about what’s happening in
Wheat Ridge.

Communication
Channels

For the latest updates from
WRPD
Follow us
Web
www.wheatridge.co.us
Twitter
@WheatRidgePD
Facebook
@WheatRIdgePD
NextDoor
@WheatRidgePoliceDepartment

@WheatRidgePD

Verified Residents 6,973
@WheatRidgePoliceDepartment
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AWARDS
Medals of Commendation
On March 17, 2018, Officer Kira Smith responded to
an assist on a medical call in the area of eastbound
I-70 at Ward Road. Upon arrival, Officer Smith
observed a male in the passenger seat of a vehicle
and a woman attempting to perform CPR. Officer
Smith lifted the victim out of his seat and placed him
on the ground where she proceeded to perform life
saving measures until Arvada Fire / EMS arrived
on scene and transported the victim to the hospital.
Officer Smith’s effort kept the victim alive until medical
could arrive.
In the past, gift cards booked into property/evidence
that remained unclaimed were simply destroyed after
an allocated time. Evidence Technicians Sandie
Carter and Cindy Case began to research every gift
card that was due for disposition to determine if there
was any monetary balance remaining on the card.
They discovered that the majority of the cards still
had a monetary value and determined that the cards
could be donated to a worthy cause instead of being
destroyed. Sandie and Cindy submitted a request
to have the unclaimed gift cards donated to Victim
Outreach Incorporated (VOI) after the cases reached
final disposition. VOI offers comprehensive support
services to victims of crime and/or trauma. To date,
this project has resulted in a gift card donation to VOI
of more than $3,000 to assist victims of crimes.

Letters of Commendation
Division Chief Lorentz served two terms as the
Chair of the Wheat Ridge Police Pension Board. Jim
ensured the timely payment of bills and coordinated
the ongoing training of board members while
maintaining contracts for the Plan’s insurance, record
keeping, and financial advising. He oversaw the
introduction of custom model portfolios, as well as a
32% increase in plan assets during his time on the
board.
On July 20, 2017, Wheat Ridge Police Officers were
dispatched to assist the Arvada Fire Protection District
after they observed someone inside a vehicle that
was on fire in the driveway of a home. Upon arrival,
Sergeant Betsy Sailor, and Officers Brian Gross,
Allan Fisher, Tony Wardell, and Kira Smith,
observed a black Dodge Ram truck in the driveway
that appeared to have fire damage on the front end of
the truck. Near the truck was a male who told officers
his wife had set the truck on fire while he was inside
and their 6-year old son stood nearby.
Sergeant Betsy Sailor was able to obtain the victim’s
statement and verbal consent to allow officers inside
the residence to remove the child as well as consent
to search the truck and residence. Detective Mark
Slavsky arrived on scene, and after assessing the
situation and conferring with the Sergeant, made the
decision to use on duty patrol officers to continue the
initial investigation. While officers are expected to
advise suspects of their rights and conduct interviews,
patrol officers do not usually conduct these types of
investigative interviews on major cases.

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS UNIT
The Professional Standards Unit (PSU) accepts positive and negative comments from the public,
professionals, and staff in regards to police services and member conduct. The PSU investigates and
maintains records on commendations, complaints, use of force incidents, employee-involved
accidents, the early warning system, as well as eluding and pursuit events.
The PSU office researches, recommends, develops, and writes policy revisions for the Police
Department.
Statistical information is compiled to track trends, correct deficiencies and identify training needs,
manage personnel resources and generally create a high level of accountability and performance for
all employees.

Sergeant

Jamie Watson

The Sergeant, all the officers and Detective Slavsky
did an outstanding job of managing a challenging and
complex scene not only keeping the victim and the
child safe during the investigation but also providing
important testimony during the prosecution of the
suspect.
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Officer Dwayne Baker was assigned the Early
Warning system (EWS) siren test and the
replacement of the Harris in-vehicle radios. Officer
Baker worked cooperatively with Lakewood Police
Radio Technicians on the EWS testing; and repairs.
Officer Baker also led the radio replacement project
with the programming and installation of 48 radios,
and 114 handheld radios programmed.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Members of the Wheat Ridge Police Department engage with the community in many ways:
supporting fundraising events like Tip a Cop for Colorado Special Olympics, encouraging bike safety
with Ice Cream Tickets, volunteering for community programs such as Feed the Future filling
backpacks with food for kids, stopping by local Lemonade stands, building youth leadership skills with
the Explorer Program and presenting Community Forums, National Night Out and the Child Safety
Fair.

Lemonade Stands National Drug Take
Back Day

During the hot summer
months, WRPD officers
love stopping by
lemonade stands
hosted by the smallest
Wheat Ridge residents.

Twice annually WRPD
works with the DEA to
collect unused or
expired medications to
keep them out of the
water system and out
of the hands of young
people.

National Night Out
This annual event is
held throughout the
country to bring
neighbors together with
local law enforcement
to learn how they can
help keep the
community safe.
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Trunk or Treat
A safe, fun event held
each year by
Localworks and WRPD
brings out young
ghouls and goblins who
line up at the trunks of
cars decorated for this
spooky time of year.

Breast Cancer Awareness

Feed the Future Backpack Program

This is one of the
non-profits supported by
WRPD with fundraising.
in 2018, officers and staff
made donations and
purchased pink shirts
and pink shoulder cords
to show their dedication
to cancer awareness,
treatment and
prevention.

Each week volunteers
from the community
and WRPD fill
backpacks at Stevens
Elementary so children
who might otherwise
go without food have
something to take
home over the
weekend.

Operation Blue
Santa
A toy drive every
November helps
gather toys and gift
cards for families in
Wheat Ridge who might
otherwise not have any
presents under the tree
at Christmas. Optimist
volunteers and officers
deliver the toys to local
children the week
before the holiday.

Tip A Cop
WRPD and Chili’s
Restaurant at
Youngfield hosted a
fundraising event called
Tip A Cop. Officers
waited tables and their
tips, along with any
donations, went to
Colorado Special
Olympics.

No Shave
November

Chief Brennan waives
the facial hair policy
during the month of
November to fundraise
in support of education
about cancer
prevention and aid
for those fighting the
battle. Women officers
and staff could choose
to donate the cost of a
haircut or donate and
sport a mustache on a
stick.

Ice Cream Safety
Tickets

Each summer, patrol officers watch for children
wearing bike helmets
and otherwise modeling
safe biking, skating,
and skateboarding.
“Citations” are issued
for free ice cream at the
local Dairy Queen.

Pass the Pinwheel
Fundraiser

Each year local law
enforcement agencies
support fundraising for
Ralston House during
Child Abuse
Prevention Month.
Purchased Pinwheels
are placed outside the
PD and City Hall with
all the proceeds going to programs and
services Ralston House
provides to children and
families.

Explorer Scouts
The Explorer Scout
Program held its annual
Explorer Academy from
April - Sept. These 10
active Explorer Scouts
logged 361.5 hours
including 80.75 for
events and
community service
and 316.75 hours for
training in 2018. The
remaining hours were
ride-alongs and
administrative duties.
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